Report on the 40 Days for Life Leeds Campaign Autumn 2024

Summary

We had a peaceful prayerful presence outside the MSI Leeds abortion facility, 7am to 7pm daily from 25
September to 3 November 2024. Due to the national buffer zones coming into effect on 31 October we
relocated for the final four days, to a grassy bank at the junction of Barrack Road and Chapeltown Road.

There were 28 people on the rota and more than 50 in total who came to pray at the vigil, plus 9 or more
who said they would pray for the campaign. We had at least 10 new people who came to pray outside
MSI abortion facility. There were 10 present at the Kick-off Prayer Rally outside the facility on 24
September 7pm to 8pm and 14 present at the Final Hour prayer rally on 3 November on the grassy bank
area more than 150m from the facility. Both were led by Fr Paul Grogan.

We had an event page on the Diocese of Leeds website and many parishes were willing to publicise the
campaign and take flyers. We also had the support of some Evangelical Christian volunteers.

Interactions and incidents (a small sample)

Are women fully informed?

The first day went OK except for one incident in the afternoon. A member of staff came out and spoke to
the volunteer on duty. The member of staff seemed angry and alleged that a client had been upset by
leaflets given to them. The leaflets were ones with pictures of the development of the baby in the womb
and contained further information offering help to continue with the pregnancy. The leaflets are ones we
often hand out. They help women to be fully informed and offer help with the choice to keep the baby.

Abortions not only kill babies, they can also damage women.

Later in the campaign a volunteer texted me one morning at 11:40 “Emergency ambulance, sirens blaring
and blue flashing lights gone into MS”. Then texted me again at 11:54 “Ambulance just left with blue
flashing lights.” This may have been a client or a member of staff taken ill, but it is certainly true that
abortion can cause women serious medical complications, as well as great stress and anxiety to all
affected by taking the life of an unborn child. The same volunteer reported on two interactions (report
abbreviated), see below:

People are willing to talk.

Encounter No 1: At 11.20 am, a man who was parked in the area opposite came over. He had travelled
from Doncaster with his wife, both Ethiopian, for an 8 a.m. appointment. They had 3 children and he
explained the reason for the abortion was because they had no support and no other Ethiopians in their
community. He said the nearest groups were in Manchester and Leeds. He said he believed in God and
was Orthodox and attended a Catholic church. It was obviously too late to save that baby but he was
interested in our blue leaflet, ‘Did You Know’ - and took one to help with his future decision making.

Encounter No 2: A man carrying an approximately 18 months old boy came out of MSI and hovered
around. He said he and his wife were Christian, but his wife was not very well; they already had 7
children, but the older ones were not in a position to help with the younger children. I explained help and
support were available via the Good Counsel Network and locally. There followed a parenting discussion
because he blamed society. The encounter appeared to have some effect but again it was too late to save
the baby.

Media
Two volunteers on duty had a visit from a BBC Yorkshire Online reporter. He did an interview and took
pictures and an article appeared online here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce89nkg54xyo

Opposition
A group, opposing what we do, called Sister Supporter Leeds, held a counter presence again, across the
road from us. They started on Day 1 at 8am and came at variable hours during facility opening times.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce89nkg54xyo

Sister Supporter has its own code of conduct; they were peaceful and usually stayed on the other side of
the road. MSI supported their presence, keeping placards and tabards in their building for the Sister
Supporter volunteers to collect.

The results
We have been part of a worldwide campaign which according to the 40 Days for Life was held in over
700 locations worldwide. There were 13 campaigns in the UK.

3 abortion workers left their jobs, 2 abortion facilities closed and now 25,250 babies have been saved
from abortion since 2007

Chris Redding, (02/12/24) Director, 40 Days for Life Leeds 2024



