
PREPARATION FOR THE SECOND SESSION OF THE 
XVI ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS, OCTOBER 2024 

 

Preparations are now underway for the second session of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops in Rome this October 2024. The Synod Office in Rome has asked the local Churches 
to reflect on the following specific question: ‘HOW can we be a synodal Church in mission?’ 
 

“The objective of these new reflections is to identify the paths we can follow and the tools we 
might adopt in our different contexts and circumstances in order to enhance the unique 
contribution of each baptised person and of each Church in the one mission of proclaiming the 
Risen Lord and his Gospel to the world today.”  

(General Secretariat of the Synod: Towards October 2024) 
 

Each of us, through our baptism is called to reflect on and contribute to the pastoral ministry and 
missionary endeavour of the Church. I invite all the faithful of the diocese to reflect together and 
submit your reflections on how we can encourage a greater participation “in the concrete forms of 
the missionary commitment to which we are called”. To facilitate these reflections, I suggest that we 
consider the three aspects of Communioni, Participationii and Missioniii which are central to the 
prayer and discussion of the Synodal Assembly.  
 

As we reflect on this question, it is important that we identify and celebrate all that we do currently 
in the life of our diocese to live out our baptismal calling, as well as considering what further 
initiatives we might undertake together to do this more fully in the future. This is the purpose of our 
synodal journey: to grow “authentically towards the communion and mission that God calls the 
Church to live out in the third millennium.” (Vademecum for the Synod on Synodality, §1.3) 
 

How can we be a synodal Church in mission? 
 
To help formulate some concrete responses to this question, please consider the following: 

Communion 
1. In my life at home and in my parish, what are the specific ways that I foster the communion 

of the Church? 

2. What do I think are ‘the paths we can follow and the tools we might adopt’ that would build 
and strengthen the communion of the Church? 

 

Participation 
1. In what ways am I encouraged to participate (use the individual gifts and talents I have) in 

the life of my parish, and in the life of the local Church (the diocese)? 

2. What do I think are ‘the paths we can follow and the tools we might adopt’, or what 
structures would enable me and others, to participate more fully in the life of the parish and 
the diocese? 

 

Mission  
1. What are the specific ways I exercise my baptismal responsibility to participate in the mission 

of the Church? 

2. What do I think are ‘the paths we can follow and the tools we might adopt’, or what forms 
of co-responsibility for mission could be promoted, that would help ‘to enhance the unique 
contribution of each baptised person in the one mission of proclaiming the Risen Lord and 
his Gospel to the world today’? 

 



You are invited to submit your reflections by Sunday 10 March, so that they can be included in the 
diocesan submission to the Bishops’ Conference. Please submit your responses by email to the 
diocesan synod office at: p2m@dioceseofleeds.org.uk. However, this is by no means a final deadline. 
Any reflections received after that date I will take with me to the Synodal Assembly in October. 
 

 Marcus 
Bishop of Leeds 

 
February 2024 

 
 

 
i  ‘Communion’ (‘koinonia’ in Greek, ‘communio’ in Latin) refers to our unity, our life together and 

participation in the family of Christ's Mystical Body the Church, and above all with the communion of the 
Holy Trinity, the intimate union of love and life of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

ii  ‘Participation’ (which is also included in the meaning of the Greek word ‘koinonia’) refers to the involvement 
of all who belong to the People of God (laity, consecrated and ordained) to engage in the exercise of deep 
and respectful listening to one another and to take part in the Church’s life and mission by using the gifts 
they have each received from the Holy Spirit. 

iii  ‘Mission’ (‘apostolē’ in Greek, ‘missio’ in Latin) refers to the responsibility of all who belong to the People 
of God (laity, consecrated and ordained) to evangelize; to reach out to others and share the joy of Christ’s 
Gospel with them through our personal witness and loving service. 
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