
 

 

Prayers for those whose life is ending 
 
Please use these readings and prayers in any way that is 
helpful to you. If you are praying on behalf of a person who is 
sick do remember that, even if they are unable to respond, 
they may still hear and deeply appreciate your prayers. 
 
 
 
God, our Father 
We come to you in prayer. 
Remembering that we are never alone 
For we are united in your holy Spirit 
With our families and with all the 
Church. 
Bless us now as we pray: 
Heal us in mind, body, and soul 
And may this day 
Bring us closer to You 
And to the joy of heaven. 
We make our prayer 
In the name of the Father 
and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 
 
Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women and blessed is 
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and 
at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that 
never was it known that anyone who fled to thy 
protection,  implored thy help, or sought thy 
intercession, was left unaided. Inspired by this 
confidence I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, 
my Mother. To thee do I come, before thee I 
stand, sinful and sorrowful. 
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not 
my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and 
answer me. Amen

Everyone moved by the Spirit is a child of God. The Spirit you received is not the spirit of 
slaves bringing fear into your lives again; it is the spirit of sons and daughters, and it makes 
us cry out, ‘Abba, Father!’ The Spirit himself and our spirit bear united witness that we are 
children of God. And if we are children, we are heirs as well: heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, sharing his sufferings so as to share his glory. 

Romans 8:14–17 
 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me; 
he revives my soul. 

2. He guides me along the right path, 
for the sake of his name. 
Though I should walk in the valley of the 
shadow of death, 
no evil would I fear, for you are with me. 
Your crook and your staff will give me 
comfort. 
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3. You have prepared a table before me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. 
 

4. Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for length of days unending. 

Psalm  23
 
 
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for 
they do not know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the 
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him 
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, 
coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!’ There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has 
done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ 

Luke 23:33-43 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy Will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against 
us, 
And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from Evil. 
Amen. 

All-powerful Father, God of mercy; 
look kindly on us in our suffering.  
Ease our burden and make our faith 
strong, 
that we may always have confidence and 
trust in your fatherly care. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The ‘Nunc Dimittis’ (from the Gospel of Luke 2:29-32) 
At last, all-powerful Master, you give leave to your servant to go in peace according to 
your promise, for my eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all 
nations: the light to enlighten the gentiles, and give glory to Israel, your People. 
 
 
As we pray for ourselves and those we love, let us remember others who also need our 
prayers and those who care for them. We pray together as God’s holy people, the Church. 


