
 

 

Prayers for those recently bereaved 
 
Please use these readings and prayers in any way that is 
helpful to you. 
 
 
 
God, our Father 
We come to you in prayer. 
Remembering that we are never alone 
For we are united in your holy Spirit 
With our families and with all the 
Church. 
Bless us now as we pray: 
Heal us in mind, body, and soul 
And may this day 
Bring us closer to You 
And to the joy of heaven. 
We make our prayer 
In the name of the Father 
and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers offered to Mary, the mother of God: 
 
Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women and blessed is 
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and 
at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 
We fly to thy protection, O holy Mother of 
God. Despise not our petitions in our 
necessities,   but deliver us always from all 
dangers O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 
 
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans 8: 35 
 
 
1. The LORD is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me; 
he revives my soul. 

 
2. He guides me along the right path, 
for the sake of his name. 
Though I should walk in the valley of the 
shadow of death, 
no evil would I fear, for you are with me. 
Your crook and your staff will give me 
comfort. 
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3. You have prepared a table before me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. 
 

4. Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for length of days unending. 

Psalm 23
 
 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

John 11: 17, 20-27 
 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy Will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against 
us, 
And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from Evil. 
Amen. 

 
All-powerful Father, God of mercy; 
look kindly on us in our suffering.  
Ease our burden and make our faith 
strong, 
that we may always have confidence and 
trust in your fatherly care. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
You might like to add the following which is said by the whole Church at Night Prayer: 
 
The ‘Nunc Dimittis’ (from the Gospel of Luke 2:29-32) 
At last, all-powerful Master, you give leave to your servant to go in peace according to your 
promise, for my eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all nations: the 
light to enlighten the gentiles, and give glory to Israel, your People. 
 
 
As we pray for ourselves and those we love, let us remember others who also need our 
prayers and those who care for them. We pray together as God’s holy people, the Church. 


