
The God Who Speaks 
6:	 The Call to Share Life


Opening Prayer and Welcome 
God our loving Father, 


You made us your children in baptism. 

Pour out on us the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 


Help us as a parish to know the paths we must follow 

so as to build up your kingdom. 


Teach us to grow in faith, 

to encourage one another with words of hope, 


and to care for your family with love. 

Let us bear witness to the Good News, 

and be faithful followers of your Son, 


our Lord Jesus Christ 

who lives and reigns with you 


and the Holy Spirit 

for ever and ever. 


Amen


Introduction to the Theme 
There is a lie almost as old as the world: it is the belief that there is a ‘them’ and there is an ‘us’. 
It’s tempting to believe it, but it isn’t true. In fact, it’s so tempting to believe it, that we find it hard 
to think about it clearly and to recognise it.


The Book of Genesis, right at the beginning of the Bible, tells us a lot about how the world was 
intended to be. It does that through a story because stories are powerful ways of seeing the 
difference between truth and lies - perhaps that’s why Jesus told so many stories, his parables, to 
help people see what was true and what was false.


In our fourth meeting, we learned why God made the world: to be able to stroll through it ‘in the 
cool fo the day’, to enjoy it.

The story of creation, in Genesis, chapter 2, tells us something else important - something that’s 
important for our theme today: God didn’t make a world divided into them and us. The story of 
creation is the story of togetherness: the garden with its plants and trees; the animals created to 
be Adam’s friends; Eve created as Adam’s equal, his partner; and God walking in the garden. The 
word that comes to mind is harmony.


That harmony is broken in what Saint Augustine called the original sin, or the first sin right at the 
beginning of humanity’s history.


Well, we can read about the consequences for ourselves:
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Scripture Reading 

Genesis 3:8-13 (NRSVACE)


They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees 
of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, 
‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.’ He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that 
you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ 

Discussion 
You may find it helpful to sit with the text in silence for a little while. Then, in a spirit of helping one 
another, you could share your thoughts and discuss with one another what you notice in this text 
from the Bible. Listen to one another because God also speaks through our sisters and brothers 
in Christ, and through us. 

You can use the following to help you, or explore other thoughts that come to mind: 

What do you think about this story? 
What do you notice about God in this story? What does that tell you about God? 
Adam and Eve, we are told, ate fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and ‘then the 	
	 eyes of both of them were opened and they realised that they were naked’. What would 		
	 you say had happened? 
A modern word for what Adam and Eve do is ‘othering’. How would you describe what they do? 

A quiet reflection 
Close your eyes and remain in quiet for a little while. Ask yourself if you can feel God’s Presence 
right now. Or perhaps you can think back to something that happened today, or yesterday, that - 
on reflection - says to you that God is near, perhaps that God has spoken to you. Or it could be in 
a memory that comes to mind, where you can say, perhaps, that God was close? 

In the New Testament book The Acts of the Apostles there is a description of what the very first 
Christian community was like - this is the people who had followed Jesus during his lifetime, who 
now, after his death, had to find a way to live together and grow. In a way, they’re an ideal: just 
listen to what is said about them:


The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no one claimed for their own 
use anything that they had, as everything they owned was held in common. The 
apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus with great power, 
and they were all given great respect. None of their members was ever in want, as all 
those who owned land or houses would sell them, and bring the money from them, to 
present it to the apostles; it was then distributed to any members who might be in 
need. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Acts 4: 32-5
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Just sit quietly with those words. They are the exact opposite of what we are told happened in the 
Garden of Eden: where the story in Genesis tells us about sin and otherness, here at the 
beginning of the story of the Church, we hear about sharing and togetherness. This is a new 
beginning and it is vital to recognise that the source of this new beginning is not that people have 
- somehow - finally learned to be nice to one another: this new beginning is infinitely more radical. 
It isn’t that people learned something from Jesus and so, finally, put it into action after his death; 
this is a new beginning, a new creation, resulting from the resurrection of Jesus and on the 
coming of the Spirit.


There is a radical truth to grasp here: this community of believers is not the result of human effort; 
it is the result of God’s gift. Just as creation, described as Eden, was God’s gift, so the new 
creation is God’s gift, not our work.

It means that the energy to live together, to share, to love, is not reliant on us: it is God’s gift. Our 
work is not to make it but to share it.

This isn’t something new or different from what God has always wanted for us.


Scripture Reading 

Deuteronomy 10:12-13;16-19 (JB)


Moses said to the people:

‘And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you? Only this: to fear the Lord your 
God, to follow all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul, to keep the commandments and laws of the Lord that for your good I lay down 
for you today… 
Circumcise your heart then and be obstinate no longer; for the Lord your God is God of gods 
and Lord of lords, the great God, triumphant and terrible, never partial, never to be bribed. It is 
he who sees justice done for the orphan and the widow, who loves the stranger and gives him 
food and clothing. Love the stranger then, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.’ 

Discussion 
You might be surprised to be coming back to an Old Testament text after hearing about the 
radical life of the Christian community in the New Testament book of Acts.

As Catholics we are always encouraged to recognise the good in both what is old and what is 
new. We have a deep love for the teaching and wisdom of the word of God in the Old Testament, 
yet we are people of the New Witness (‘Witness’ is another word for Testament): the witness of 
Jesus; of those who followed him and believed in him; and the witness of the Holy Spirit who 
came upon the first followers at Pentecost and comes upon us, most especially, in the 
sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation.


Moses is teaching the people how to live in relation to God and in relation to one another: that is 
the meaning of justice - right relationships. He is calling them to share life.


You may find it helpful to sit with the text in silence for a little while. Then, in a spirit of helping one 
another, you could share your thoughts and discuss with one another what you notice in this text 
from the Bible. Listen to one another because God also speaks through our sisters and brothers 
in Christ, and through us. 

You can use the following to help you, or explore other thoughts that come to mind: 

Why, do you think, does Moses teach the people to take care of the widow and the orphan? 
What, do you think, does Moses mean when he tells them to ‘fear God’? Does he mean that they 	
	 should be afraid? 
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How, do you think, can your community ‘Love the stranger’?  
	 Who is left outside, on the margins? How can you welcome them in? 

The Church Teaches 
‘You could say to me: but the Church is made up of sinners, we see them every day. And this is 
true: we are a Church of sinners; and we sinners are called to let ourselves be transformed, 
renewed, sanctified by God. There has been in history the temptation for some to say the 
Church is only the Church of the pure, the perfectly consistent, and expels all the rest. This is 
not true! This is heresy! The Church, which is holy, does not reject sinners; she does not reject 
us all; she does not reject because she calls everyone, welcomes them, is open even to those 
furthest from her; she calls everyone to allow themselves to be enfolded by the mercy, the 
tenderness and the forgiveness of the Father, who offers everyone the possibility of meeting 
him, of journeying towards sanctity… 
The Lord wants us to belong to a Church that knows how to open her arms and welcome 
everyone, that is not a house for the few, but a house for everyone, where all can be renewed, 
transformed, sanctified by his love, the strongest and the weakest, sinners, the indifferent, 
those who feel discouraged or lost… 
Are we a Church that calls and welcomes sinners with open arms, that gives courage and 
hope, or are we a Church closed in on herself? Are we a Church where the love of God dwells, 
where one cares for the other, where one prays for the others?’ 
(Pope Francis, General Audience, 2 October 2013)


Sit with this passage for a short while in silence. 
Then feel free to share with one another the thoughts that come to your heart. 

Closing Prayer 
We thank you, Gracious Father, for this time of reflection.


We ask you to give us a fresh understanding of your Presence in our lives.

Strengthen us, we pray, in our faith


Help us to be present to each moment

So that we may see You and hear Your Voice

Everywhere and in all things and all people.


Give us hearts and minds that seek the face of Jesus,

And help us, through the power of the Holy Spirit,


To be always grateful for your blessings,

For the gracious gift of Your Presence.


We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ

In the unity of your Holy Spirit.


Amen.


Reading suggestion 
Pope Francis, The Church of Mercy, Darton,Longman & Todd Ltd; UK edition (31 Mar. 2014). This 
is an excellent introduction to the teachings of the Holy Father.

The God Who Speaks Page �4 6. The Call to Share Life


	Opening Prayer and Welcome
	Introduction to the Theme
	Scripture Reading
	Genesis 3:8-13 (NRSVACE)
	Discussion
	A quiet reflection
	Scripture Reading
	Deuteronomy 10:12-13;16-19 (JB)
	Discussion
	The Church Teaches
	Closing Prayer
	Reading suggestion

