Annual Review 2021

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,
The past year has been dedicated by the Holy Father to St Joseph, who for more
than 150 years has been Patron of the Universal Church. The number of our
churches dedicated to St Joseph is testament to his importance, not only as the
earthly guardian of Our Lord and therefore the Patron of all who take on the role
of fatherly guidance, but also, as a carpenter, he is the Patron of all who work for
a living: both patronages have been much needed in recent times.
Joseph cared for and protected Mary and the Child Jesus through difficult
circumstances. God reassured Joseph in successive dreams: to know that Mary’s
child had been conceived through the Holy Spirit and be unafraid to marry her; to
take Mary and Jesus to Egypt and flee the wrath of Herod; and, to return home to
Nazareth when it was safe. The Holy Family became the centre of Joseph’s life and
work for the rest of his days.
Many in our parish communities are now cautiously venturing forth, returning
‘home’ to Sunday Mass in their churches, to be with and be nourished by Christ’s
precious Body and Blood, and for the Eucharist to be once more the foundation
of their week and at the centre of their lives.

Icon of St Joseph and the
Child Jesus: the cover
image of our 2022 Diocesan
Yearbook.

As we now begin to resume our work and take part in the events which had been
put ‘on hold’ over the past year, so we too continue to have care and concern for
others, keeping each other safe not only by our actions, but through our patience
and understanding of those who either are, or still feel, vulnerable.
As ever, this Annual Review, is just a ‘snapshot’ of some of the good works and
successes which are known to have enabled us to fulfil our charitable purposes
over the Church’s past year. It is also in grateful recognition of all the prayers,
words and deeds which have not been made known.
Although it is not possible to mention in this short acknowledgment all the care,
compassion and creativity shown across our Diocesan Family since Advent last
year, these attributes of St Joseph – the humble, protective, trusting, creative
craftsman and dreamer of dreams – have assuredly been present in our homes,
schools and parishes.
Pray for me, as I do for you.
Your brother and servant in Our Lord Jesus Christ,

The Diocese of Leeds is a charity with
Four Charitable Purposes
• Advancement of the Catholic Religion
• Promotion of Catholic Teaching
• Provision and Care of Priests
• Provision and Maintenance of Churches,
Presbyteries and Schools

In the story of the Nativity, St Joseph’s
tenacity in finding a shelter and adapting
a stable as a temporary home for Mary
and the Christ Child makes him a model of
care and constancy. Throughout the year,
charity workers and parish SVP groups
throughout our diocese have shown
similar determination and resilience; being
constant in their care for those who rely
on them and adapting their services to
comply with restrictions whilst keeping
watch for new
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The Friars’ charitable work at St Patrick’s
Mission in Bradford has also been
adapted for changed circumstances and
increased need. ‘Open Doors’, the Friars’
soup kitchen and clothing bank, remains
al fresco for the foreseeable future. This
has enabled three times as many people
to have been served since the first
lockdown of the pandemic. Three times a
week, 100 to 120 people are served with
a hearty packed lunch, soup or beans
and as many hot drinks as they want. The
weekday congregation are also returning
to daily Mass at the Mission Church, with
attendance now up to between 15 and 40.
The Friars and Friends of
St Patrick’s Mission, plus
supporters of all ages from
parishes, schools and the
curia once more safely
completed either one – or
all three – of the Yorkshire
‘Three Peaks’ Challenge in
August to raise funds for St
Patrick’s Mission Church.

Members of Catholic
Care staff who have
left for pastures new
over the last year
have been honoured
with the Diocesan
Silver Medal. Sharon
Costello, Aileen
Donnelly, Mary
Simmons and Val
Lowe (not pictured)
have between them
loyally served the
Charity for 124 years
in total!

Further afield, The Peter Trust, particularly supported by Our
Lady of Kirkstall Parish, as well as our parishes in Bentham,
Rothwell, Settle, Skipton and Wakefield was during its 20th
anniversary year able to support communities in East
Timor through devastating floods and landslides which had
caused loss of life and thousands to lose their homes and
possessions.
After 50 years as faithful
parishioners and tireless
charitable workers in St
Mary’s Parish, Bradford,
Joseph and Margaret
Yewdall received their
Diocesan Gold Medals
from Parish, Priest Fr
Patrick Akekpe.

www.thepetertrust.org.uk

When the Diocese of Leeds was created in 1878, the
present geographical area of the Diocese was made
up of 38 missions served by 64 priests. In 2021, the
Diocese has 83 parishes with 115 churches served by
71 parish priests and 9 assistant priests with 7 priests
working in full time chaplaincies and non-parochial
ministries.

From Parish
to Mission

170,000 Catholics

83 Parishes
33,000 Students in 93 Catholic Schools

Clergy and laity in our parishes have been ‘walking the same path together’ as ONE Diocesan Family.
‘From Parish to Mission’ was planned in September 2019 as a listening process in the Diocese of Leeds
to help inform Bishop Marcus’ Pastoral Plan. In May 2021, Pope Francis had the same idea for the
whole Catholic Church, so Fr Martin Kelly and Jessica Wilkinson of the Diocesan Youth Service have
co-ordinated the Synodal ‘listening process’ involving all clergy, laity and schools across the many
parishes which together comprise our ONE Diocese. More than 86 people volunteered to be trained by
professionals from the Jesuits in Britain as facilitators and scribes for the parish discussions.

The Gospels are at the heart of this Synodal Process.

Contact www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/parish-to-mission/ with constructive views on how we can live
our faith more fully. As Catholics it is our duty and joy to reveal the love of God to others, especially
those who are marginalised in society, so amongst future plans are included initiatives for the Hearing
Impaired and (with the support of Kathleen and Ellie at the charity Leeds GATE) a Gypsy and Travellers
Chaplaincy.

Several of our parishes dedicated to St
Joseph are either planning or celebrating
significant anniversaries, despite not being
able to do so with quite the events and
parties they expected. The Parish of Our
Lady and St Joseph in Haworth & Ingrow,
is preparing for next year’s centenary of St
Joseph’s School, which served as the Mass
Centre until the church was finally built in
the 1930s.
One of the events planned for the Year of
St Joseph by Parish Priest Fr Tony Rosso
made the most of the
small but excellent
Laycock and Bannister
organ and architectural
beauty of the church
when renowned concert
organist Jonathan Scott
played an online recital
of JS Bach, filmed by his
brother Tom to a ‘virtual
audience’ of 27,696 and
counting!
The Parish of St
Joseph in Castleford
is planning for a 145th
anniversary of the present school’s opening,
but has already had several anniversaries
over the course of the pandemic: the parish,
which also started with a school and chapel
in rented rooms (150 years), and the church
(120 years) – not to mention Parish Priest
Fr John Aveyard’s Ruby Jubilee (40 years of
priesthood). Parishioners’ creative ideas for
the near future include a joint school and
parish trip to Beamish Village Museum to
experience a sense of how life would have
been between the 1870s and 1890s.
This is also a parish where young people’s
gifts are taken seriously. Parishioner EllieLouise is now a member of The Twelve.
Aged just 12 herself, she won a prize in
the 2020 National Prayer Composition
Competition (sponsored by the Knights
of St Columba), encouraged by her Parish
Priest and by Provincial Grand Knight and
Pastoral Council member, Kevin Collins.
At this time when we are all so much in
need of prayer, though written from the
standpoint of a young person, Ellie-Louise’s
words resonate with us all...

Heavenly Father,
From the day I was born you have always been by my side,
guarding me through every moment of every day,
watching over me with tender loving care.
As I grow, and by the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
I ask that you fill my heart and my mind with all that is good,
with all that is kind and with all that is truthful.
Then filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
may I be filled with empathy and understanding towards others,
with strength and courage always to stand up for what I believe
to be right and just.
In my young life, if ever I’m in danger, in trouble, or afraid,
then I’m certain I will always be able to call upon God’s help,
the God who loves us, who cares for us and who keeps us safe
every moment of every day.
Amen.

We have continued to demonstrate the love of God through our words and works, and through the
beauty of our liturgies and music during a year when much of our information, communication, worship
and evangelisation has by necessity been online and ‘virtual’.
Diocesan Website
Monthly Visits – 10k–17k
Most Visited Pages – News
Email your parish or school news to
communications@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
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It has been clear from the moderated ‘live chat’ on
the Leeds Cathedral Live live streamed Sunday
Masses that a real sense of worldwide
community has been built. As well as making
responses, strangers pray for one another’s
intentions, reassuring the lonely, the bereaved,
the ill and the isolated.

There has been absolute clarity that communal
worship via the live stream is in no way an
equivalent to receiving the Sacrament in person.
In their Autumn Plenary Meeting at Hinsley Hall,
the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales
(CBCEW) decided that live streaming and
attending Mass in person is not a matter of ‘either/
or’, but ‘both/and’! Live streaming will continue
for those who can now receive the Sacrament at home, but who through sickness or infirmity cannot
physically attend communal worship – as well as for the many people across the world who visit the
Cathedral live stream for the quality of our music, liturgy and preaching!
Praise for Leeds Cathedral Online Broadcasts
Thank you very much Leeds Cathedral for the lovely
service. You keep our faith and hope high in this hard
time.
YouTube Live Chat
Awesome singing!
YouTube Comment

I was in hospital during Christmas 2020 but was able
to enjoy Christmas through the services broadcast
from Leeds Cathedral. I especially enjoyed seeing so
many young people singing in the Carols at Home
event, as did many of my fellow patients. After a
difficult year, it was a real source of comfort to have
music this Christmas.
Parishioner
An incredible achievement in these times of pandemic.
Thanks to the Choirs of Leeds Cathedral, Cathedral
Organist David Pipe, and Director of Music Ben
Saunders, and indeed everyone involved in and with
Diocese of Leeds Music!
Parent

Carols@Home
provided a Christmas
2020 online ‘big sing’
led by the young
people in our school,
parish and Cathedral
choirs.

Parish Priest Fr Tim Wiley and
parishioners at St Joseph’s,
Pontefract, created an outdoor
crib scene so that even when the
church was closed, the whole
community could be reminded of
‘Christmas as Usual’!

Epiphany was celebrated with a wellattended online recital of seasonal
music, as David Pipe launched Leeds
International Organ Festival (LIOF
Live) with Messaien’s La Nativité
du Seigneur live streamed from the
Cathedral. Congratulations to David whose
many roles now include
being Guest Curator of
the Kirklees Concert
Season 2021/22.
When, like St Joseph after
the Holy Family’s sojourn
in Egypt, we were once
more able to come together with our wider
Diocesan Family and cautiously venture forth
into the world – and crucially back to Mass
and the Sacraments – the positive downward
trend of live stream attendance from
thousands to hundreds is testament to our
desire to return ‘home’ to Mass in person in
our own parishes, confident that care will be
taken of our health, safety and welfare.
St Joseph’s, Batley Carr was where the first
ever Missio Leeds Mass was celebrated
by Missio Leeds Director, Fr Jonathan Hart.
Fr Jonathan is also Chair of the Diocesan
Peru Commission and although Advent
Sunday 2021 was the last Second Collection
for Peru, anyone wishing to continue the
relationship we have had with parishes in
Lima for more than 50 years can still support
the Peru Mission Fund via our Online Parish
Offertory.
’Nazareth’, a family-friendly Mass community,
has been launched at St Patrick’s Church
in Elland. Springing out of the friendship
between a small group of young Catholic
mothers across the Diocese, the events to be
held every couple of months are intended to
be an addition to families’ worship in their
own parishes. The aim is for an environment
where children are not just tolerated but
made central to the celebration. The first
event saw more than 70 people of all ages
meeting for Mass and then socialising
together.

It’s the first time I’ve been able to pray properly at Mass since
my children were born!
Parishioner.
What I really like is that this is something that meets a need.
I’ve just been the facilitator – all the hard work has been done
by a lovely team of lay people. To my mind, this is the shape of
the future Church.
Fr Michael Hall, Parish Priest.

After more than 5 years at St
Joseph’s Church in Bradford the
Bishop has offered the nearby
(and more convenient for public
transport) St Patrick’s Mission
Church in Bradford to be the
only church in the Diocese where
the regular Sunday Mass will be
the 1962 Rite in Latin. There will
also be regular weekday Masses
there, courtesy of Fr Frantisek
of the Franciscan Friars of the
Renewal, in addition to those
which already take place in the
Bradford and Wakefield deaneries.
As Latin is the universal language
of the Church, Mass in Latin
is particularly well-attended by
Catholic families for whom English
is not their first language.

Mass at St Patrick’s,
Bradford will be at 1pm
each Sunday from 19
December 2021. Visit Mass in Latin on our website and
find regular updates of all our Masses in the Extraordinary
Form which Bishop Marcus has authorised. Any scheduled
or last-minute changes will be listed on Neil Walker’s blog:
https://lmsleeds.blogspot.com/

This summer, we welcomed the return of ‘Around the Parishes’ in
an all-new online-only version of Universe Catholic Weekly. We have
strong diocesan links with the paper which is owned by our St Joseph
the Worker, Sherburn-in-Elmet parishioner, Clive Leach CBE, KSG.
Subscribe for just £20/quarter for worldwide Catholic news and
features via https://universecatholicweekly.co.uk/
To have YOUR school or parish good news stories published to inspire Catholics
‘across the Universe’ send them via communications@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
In partnership with Diocese of Leeds Communications, Universe Catholic Weekly
brings you the ‘Young Catholic Journalist of the Year Award’... more details coming
soon!

2021 saw the return of some diocesan events.
The Feast of St Bernard of Clairvaux could
once more be celebrated at Fountains Abbey,
courtesy of the National Trust.
Our Broadcasts
BBC One – Songs of Praise interview featuring Sr Anne
Hammersley from the Sisters of the Cross and Passion in
Ilkley.
BBC Radio 3 – Air-play of Leeds Cathedral Choir’s CD recording
of Arvo Part.
BBC Radio Leeds – Broadcast across all BBC local radio stations
of an act of worship for the Feast of the Assumption, presented
by Fr Elliott Wright and featuring our Cathedral Choristers
and Assistant Schools Singing Programme Director, Charlotte
Woodhead.

Covid-safe BBC Producer
Andrew Edwards at Leeds
Cathedral.

As Patron of the Universal Church, St Joseph
inspires us not only to broadcast our faith,
but to spread it abroad by our witness on
pilgrimages and by making a peaceful and
compassionate public stand on matters of faith and morals. The Diocesan Pilgrimage to England’s
National Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham recommenced in September, led by the Bishop. Many
travelled independently, some by coach from Leeds and Huddersfield, plus student groups from St John
Fisher High School, Harrogate, St Wilfrid’s, Featherstone and Notre Dame Sixth Form College in
Leeds. A month later, the Pro-Life Walsingham Pilgrimage also took place in person. Our commitment
as Catholics to uphold the dignity of human life from conception until natural death was strongly
evident this year with local GPs amongst our parishioners organising a petition from healthcare workers
protesting against Baroness Meacher’s Bill to legalise assisted suicide.
Fr Paul Grogan
and parishioners
standing in
solidarity with
the unborn, their
mothers and their
families, outside
the MSI Clinic in
Leeds during 40
Days for Life.

Leeds People for Life members from parishes across
our diocese were among around 5,000 people who
St Joseph, Patron of those who make a ‘Happy
attended the March for Life in London.
Death’: pray for us.

Having been the sole diocesan event
which could be permitted to take place
safely in 2020, St Wilfrid’s Way, our
annual diocesan two-day ‘Camino’
between Leeds and Ripon, brought
together walkers from across
the Diocese for the sixth year
running on the Friday and
Saturday before St Wilfrid’s
Feast Day (12 October).
Everyone was welcome to
join the walkers for the
Pilgrims’ Masses at Leeds
Cathedral and at the
beautifully refurbished
St Wilfrid’s’ Church in
Ripon which started and
ended the Camino.

It’s good news also for the ‘Lourdes of
the North’ as Fr Eamonn Hegarty and
parishioners plan once again to
welcome the whole Diocese to St
Mary of the Angels, Home of the
Batley Torchlight Procession.
The famous pilgrimage returns
in October 2022 with a revised
route.

Actively demonstrating
their faith and works,
The Twelve are the
Bishop’s Young Catholics’
Leadership Group: a
Caritas Leeds initiative,
run with Diocese of
Leeds Youth Service.
Members of The Twelve
contributed to an
international online
conference introduced
by Pope Francis, based
as it was on his new
book, Let us Dream.
They presented a
video about their
collaborations with
Bishop Marcus.

Pilgrims setting out from St Joseph’s, Bishop Thornton

The 2021 Diocesan
Pilgrimage to Lourdes
was once more a
‘Spiritual Pilgrimage’,
however we are planning
a return to Lourdes in July
2022. Bishop Marcus, in
consultation with Lourdes
Pilgrimage Director Fr Phillip
Hall, has appointed Kim
O’Connor to the new voluntary
post of Executive Manager for
the Pilgrimage.

Read all about it! The Twelve’s two priorities
are Social Action and Communications.

Witnessing Jesus growing ‘in wisdom and stature and in favour with God and man’, the Gospels reveal
that St Joseph’s care for the Holy Family was one of both teaching the Child Jesus at home in Nazareth,
and also recognising that ‘His Father’s House’ was in truth a place where the Child Himself would teach
even the most learned in society. We too can learn from the young, and at any age can strive to develop
our own knowledge, increasing our own faith and being an example to others across the whole family of
the Church.
The Bishop’s Vision is that all our schools be part of the close family of their local parishes, and part of
the extended family of their deanery and wider locality, using the Catholic Academy Trusts which have
been established since 2011 as an existing structure through which schools can support and collaborate
with one another. 71% of our schools have now ‘joined the family’ of one of the Trusts and all are warmly
invited to do so as soon as they are able.
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Food
for thought!
Congratulations
to Christ the
King Catholic
Primary School,
Bramley!
A ‘GOOD’
Ofsted Report,
‘OUTSTANDING’
RE Inspection…
and
Classroom
Cook‑Off
Champions of
2021.

The Choir of St Anthony’s School in Beeston
sang beautifully for the Mass, which was live
streamed on our YouTube channel. The young
singers were a credit to their Head Teacher,
National Leader in Education, Lisa Leonard.

After the Mass, the Bishop had the pleasure of
presenting the Bonae et Fidelis Medal to Head
Teachers who are retiring this year: Catherine
Baldwin and (pictured) Mark Brennan, Nicola
Grant, Martin Hings, Catherine Markham,
Elizabeth McGrath, Angela Phillips Elizabeth
Snelling and Lesley Waters.

Young parliamentarians Henry and Joseph who are in Year 6 at St Theresa’s Catholic Primary School
in Leeds were quick to volunteer when Head Teacher John Hutchinson was approached for the school
to be one of just a few hundred across the country to take part in the world’s
first virtual ‘Children’s Parliament’ for 7 to 11-year-olds. Our two St Theresa’s The Children’s Parliament was
d I’m super
pupils represented the Parliamentary constituencies of Leeds East and
a superb event annry and Joseph
proud of both He
Elmet and Rothwell in the House of Commons-style ‘virtual chamber’. The
for taking part!
event took place just three days before the COP26 United Nations Climate
Head Teacher
Change Conference in Glasgow, and one of the pupils’ questions on the
John Hutchinson,
Environment was quoted in the national press!
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At Mount St Mary’s Catholic High School in Richmond Hill, Leeds, Head
Teacher Mark Cooper was not the only one amongst staff and pupils
moved and impressed by Year 9 Naemi’s charity challenge to fulfil the
school’s motto Quid Retribuam. The motto is part of Psalm 115 ‘What shall
I return to the Lord for all he has given to me?’ which the school interprets
as ‘What can I give back?’ Naemi, a member of our Eritrean congregation,
spoke eloquently about the plight of young people in Afghanistan. As well
as disrupting lives, the famine and conflict has curtailed their education, so
Naemi’s plea to her own and other Catholic and non-Catholic schools has
been for basic school supplies such as pens, pencils and notebooks for the
charity Aid Afghanistan for Education. To find out more, visit the school’s
YouTube channel: The MSM Player.

On the anniversary of the first lockdown,
pupils at St William’s Catholic Primary
Academy in Bradford remembered those
who had died during the pandemic. They
used daffodils as a symbol of hope for the
Fiona Parker, Head Teacher.
future, which were then taken to a
local care home. Such acts of kindness
have been characteristic of so many inspirational people during the
last year and the children wanted to follow their example.
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Dave Geldart of the St Mary’s
Catholic Academy in Menston’s
Bambisanani Partnership has been
recognised by the Pontifical Council for
Culture’s Global Digital Coalition (GDC) and
is taking part in a collaboration to build a
‘Global Digital Platform’ to serve the needs
of faith and sport communities worldwide,
informed by the charity’s work with young
people in Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa.
‘Bambisanani’ is the Zulu word for
‘working hand in hand’, which is what St
Mary’s has done with its partner
Mnyakanya High School since 2006, and
their work is now also being supported by
Leeds and Leeds Trinity
Universities.

Head Teacher Rose
Harrison of St Francis’
Catholic Primary
School, Morley has
been awarded the
Morley Medal of
Honour.
gnition: not just
Rose very much deserves this reco whole-hearted
for the lockdown period but for her
ren and the
dedication to the school, the child
Morley community.
Award.
Parent nominating Rose for the
everyone at the
Rose brings leadership and love to
school.
hioners at St
Parish Priest Fr John Galvin & paris
William of York, Morley

St Anne’s Catholic Primary Academy, Keighley
featured in the Keighley News and on BBC Two’s
Jay’s Yorkshire Workshop. Nominated by Matron Angie
McGarry for fundraising in aid of Airedale Hospital,
the school received a piece of bespoke carpentry: a
rainbow-coloured bookcase.
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At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary Academy in
Moorthorpe, Head Teacher Luke Welsh had what
he described as ‘a lovely leaving present’ as the
school features significantly on pages 25-27 of the
2021 Parliamentary Review of Best Practice.
This is very much in keeping with this year’s school
slogan: ‘Building on our successes … planning for
the future’.
Send your school news to
communications@dioceseofleeds.org.uk

St Ignatius Catholic Primary
Academy in Ossett decided to
produce a short YouTube video to
illustrate how they were able to
overcome the restrictions for their
Scholastic book fair. Given that
parents weren’t able to come into
school to see the books, the children
enjoyed helping put together the
video which the school has used to
advertise the book fair to parents in
order to boost sales.

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary Academy
in Castleford has forged a partnership with Northern Ballet as part of their
application to become an Arts Mark Gold school. Year 5 pupil Maxwell was talentspotted by Northern Ballet when they came to provide some PE lessons at school
and was asked to attend Northern Ballet’s classes once a week. After auditioning
for their Centre for Advanced Training aged 10, he’ll now be a Northern Ballet
student until he’s 17 – and a professional dancer in the making!
Notre Dame Sixth Form College community are celebrating with their
retiring Chair of the Corporation, Margaret Ramsden, being awarded the
Diocesan Silver Medal for inspiring young people and staff both within and
beyond Notre Dame… and Margaret’s is not the only medal for Notre Dame!
Alumnus Matty Lee who studied at the College from 2014 to 2016 became
an Olympic Champion and one of the stars of the (postponed) 2020 Tokyo
Olympic Games. In July, along with diving partner Tom Daley, he won the Gold
Medal in the synchronised 10m platform event.
The Twelve are named for, and inspired
by, the Twelve Apostles but such is the
importance of hearing the voice of young
people in our Diocese, their number is
growing! In July, after their first ‘hybrid’
meeting held online and at Hinsley Hall,
14 new young people were shortlisted
and interviewed by a panel made up of
members of The Twelve, taking the total
number involved to 25.
people from our high schools
Alongside its trials, lockdown presented Young
and parishes were joined by members
many new opportunities for young
of The Twelve for the return of
Revelation: our monthly Youth event of
people in our schools and parishes
prayer, discussion, games & fellowship
held at Hinsley Hall.
to put their faith into action and earn
credits towards their Faith In Action Award. Several new people
have joined the meetings coordinated by Diocese of Leeds Youth
Service.
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Young people on an extended
Pilgrimage to Walsingham with Youth
Director Fr Marc Homsey, Bishop
Marcus & the Franciscan Sisters of the
Renewal.
@leeds_youth

Leeds Diocesan
Youth Service

@LeedsDYS

Leeds Diocesan
Youth Service

As well as the resources on First Sacraments used for Family Catechesis in homes and parishes across
the Diocese, there is a great deal of further study for adults wishing to know more about the Faith. For
those who wish to study for a formal qualification, the Certificate in Catholic Religious Studies (CCRS)
is run jointly by the Vicariate for Education’s Catechesis Team and Leeds Trinity University.
For those whose ministry in their
parish is as a Reader, our
God Who Speaks Guide for Readers
has been compiled by
Fr Henry Longbottom.

God With Us: Exploring the Old Testament
(Fr Tim Swinglehurst)
The Early Church
(Fr Mark Jarmuz)
Explaining Vatican II
(Fr Mark Jarmuz)
Chasing the Wind: Philosophy,
the Bible and the Problem of Evil
(Dr Gregory Stacey)

Diocese of Leeds – Year of the
Word

It is incumbent on all Catholics to increase our
knowledge of the Catholic Faith, and all this
year, some of our diocese’s most learned and
interesting thinkers have been creating online
audio content on our website and YouTube channels. Around 40 people stayed on to ask questions and
take part in discussions after many of the sessions, all of which are still available to view and enjoy!
The Bishop’s Certificate in Catechesis will be launched in 2022. It involves an online course on the
Church's teachings, seminars covering Faith and Music, Catechesis for those with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities, and Diocesan First Sacraments resources, plus a day retreat.
Information is available from your Parish Priest or the Vicariate of Education. Another 2022 initiative of
talks, plus parish events to celebrate the beauty of our churches here in the Diocese of Leeds, is Life
Transfigured: Catholic Faith and the Arts.
Latin Mass blogger Neil Walker, a teacher at St Bede & St Joseph Catholic College in Bradford, has
arranged a series of non-polemic talks about the history, development, symbolism and spirituality of the
Latin Mass. These are scheduled to take place in the build up to Easter and are being hosted
courtesy of Fr Kieron Walker at St Walburga’s in Shipley. For more information, follow Neil’s blog
http://lmsleeds.blogspot.com/
During the past year, ‘Chaplaincy Chats’, online interviews on some of life’s Big
Questions, were conducted by Hannah Hayward, Co-ordinating Chaplain at Leeds
Trinity University. LTU, our local University and one of only four in Britain with
a modern-day Catholic foundation, was pleased to announce the first ever Trinity
Conference, held online in June 2021 on the subject of Mental Health. The June
2022 Trinity Conference will have speakers on Digital Media and the New Evangelisation and will be
arranged in collaboration with the Diocesan Vicariate for Education.
The Seven
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Life-long learning to build a just
society and help for us to live a life
of holiness amidst the challenges
of the modern world is assisted by
the principles of Catholic Social
Teaching. In our diocese this is the
motivation behind the work of our
Diocesan Justice and Peace Commission and
Caritas Leeds.
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After the October 2020 launch of the Caritas Leeds Criminal Justice Report:
Justice and Mercy, Caritas and partners Leeds Citizens have been busy producing
online resources and a set of challenging recommendations aimed at giving
Catholics a greater understanding of how victims and perpetrators of crime are
served by the Criminal Justice System.
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The Dignity of the Human Person is a cornerstone of Catholic Social Teaching. In July 2021, Caritas Leeds
also held a workshop on Dementia Awareness and Action, the extremely moving and interesting
edited version of which may also be accessed direct via YouTube or through the Dementia Group
section of Caritas Leeds’ website. Caritas Leeds also organised Mass in Bradford to mark Disabilities
Week awareness and inclusion and Caritas Leeds Co-Ordinator, Dcn Joe Cortis has also been helping the
Catholic Association for Racial Justice (CARJ) to formulate a glossary of terms linked with Race
Equality.

The Diocese of Leeds Schools Singing Programme (SSP)

Whilst many other music education organisations were sadly reducing their services during the
pandemic, Diocese of Leeds Music was busy recruiting. Four new Choral Directors have already joined
our Diocesan Schools Singing Programme (SSP) which, thanks to a grant from the Hamish Ogston
Foundation (HOF), has expanded and is now delivering weekly singing sessions to more than 6,000
children in our Catholic schools. This not only benefits the children’s education and schools’ OFSTED
results, but parish liturgies also benefit musically as well as children and parents reporting a closer
connection with the Church through ‘singing the faith’.
Manvinder Rattan, CEO
of Sing for Pleasure, led
a workshop on choral
leadership for our
many choristers from
a wide variety of ethnic
heritages. Our young
people’s skills fill us with
confidence about the
future of choral music.

The Cathedral Girls’ Choir had the opportunity to sing online for Judith Weir CBE, who found the
choristers’ recording of her anthem Holy Innocents, ‘really moving’. Judith joined us again for the Leeds
International Organ Festival ‘in conversation’ with Richard Mantle OBE, providing a fascinating insight
into her role as Master of the Queen’s Music.
Schools Singing Programme

DioceseofLeedsMusic
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@DoLMusic

The Huddersfield and Bradford Catholic Youth Choirs’ Christmas Concert
at Huddersfield Town Hall also featured performances from our new
Accordion Tutor. The instrument is one of the latest additions to our
Keyboard Studies Programme (KSP). The KSP now has 131 students
benefiting from the generosity of the Hamish Ogston Foundation and
bursaries from the Liz and Terry Bramall
Foundation. The Programme has also recruited
new tutors, is assisting with providing
instruments and tuition for some of our
Catholic high schools and at St Mary’s, Menston
has given our first-ever accordion workshop. In addition, 830 pupils across the
Diocese are learning the melodica in whole-class school sessions.

Primary School Organ Day
at Leeds Town Hall,
featuring the Wooden
One-octave Organ for
Young Technologists
(WOOFYT)

Taking delivery of One
Thousand Melodicas!

This year’s Leeds International Organ Festival (LIOF Live) saw world-renowned organist Friedhelm
Flamme return and for the first time featured the accordion in Miloš Milivojević’s recital. These
live-streamed events, alongside complementary podcast episodes, saw our sacred music once again
reaching a worldwide audience.
The National Schools Singing
Stage 1: Presentations made to all UK Catholic
Programme (NSSP) is now
dioceses.
available for all Catholic dioceses in
the UK to create or enhance their
Wave 1: Aberdeen, Hallam, Hexham and
own music education for children. The NSSP is
Newcastle, Lancaster, Liverpool, Middlesbrough,
founded and supported by the Hamish Ogston
Nottingham, Salford and Shrewsbury.
Foundation and was launched at the beginning of
2021 with a multi-million pound grant given
An additional seven other dioceses have also
specifically for the purpose of expanding our own
joined ahead of schedule: Birmingham, Down &
Diocesan SSP and KSP and to give other Catholic
Connor, East Anglia, Paisley, Plymouth, Southwark
dioceses similar opportunities to create a
and Westminster.
sustainable choral tradition which engages young
people in Catholic state schools through highquality singing tuition. The first group of dioceses is now receiving funding, as well as consultancy from
the Diocese of Leeds Music team.
We thank all our supporters, not only grant awarding bodies but also many individuals, who generously
support our diocesan programmes of Evangelisation and Education through Music and Liturgy. These
transform the faith and the lives of young people regardless of their socio-economic circumstances,
encouraging them to play a role in the life and liturgies of the Catholic Church in their own parishes, in
Cathedral music, and in our many BBC broadcasts.
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Congratulations to all our Jubilarians from
2020 & 2021!
PLATINUM
Bernard Battle
DIAMOND
Gerald Creasey

Ordination of our newest priest: Fr Christopher
Butler: now Curate at St Austin and English
Martyrs, Wakefield, Chaplain to Pinderfields
Hospital – and still on the nursing team for our
2022 Lourdes Pilgrimage!

GOLDEN
James Leavy
Gerald Thornton
James Callaghan
Michael Mahady
John Nunan
Patrick Hennessy
John McMahon
RUBY
John Aveyard
Michael McQuinn
John Newman
SILVER
Jonathan Hart
Mark Lawler
Patrick Mungovin
THANK YOU!

for your total of 600 years of service to our diocese!

Yemane Aradom was ordained Deacon at St Mary’s College,
Oscott. He is pictured with Eritrean Chaplain and Parish Priest
of St Augustine’s, Harehills, Fr Ghebreyesus Ghebrezghi. Sean
Elliott was ordained Deacon by Bishop Marcus in the Parishes
of St Columba & St Malachy in Halifax where, after studying at
the Venerable English College in Rome, he has been assisting
the Parish Priest, Ruby Jubilarian Fr Michael McQuinn.
Please pray for our Seminarians
College, Oscott
Rev Yemane Aradom – St Mary’s
stry, Halifax
Rev Sean Elliott – Parochial Mini
ge, Rome
Paul Moores – Pontifical Beda Colle
tt
Alex Noad – St Mary’s College, Osco

ge, Oscott
Stephen O’Hara – St Mary’s Colle
nt, Leeds
Marc Pitson – Parochial Placeme
College, Rome
Philip Thornley – Pontifical Beda

Fr Jonathan Hart: Silver Jubilarian, Parish Priest of St Paulinus,
Dewsbury & St Joseph, Batley Carr, Chair of the Peru Commission &
Director of Missio Leeds, tucking into a very fine Global Solidarity Cake
with Missio volunteers, guest speaker & members of The Twelve.

The Vocations Director for the Diocese is Fr Stephen Webb,
Parish Priest at St Joseph’s, Bilton and Catholic Chaplain at
Harrogate’s Army Foundation College. More information
regarding vocations to the priesthood can be found at
www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/priestly_vocations/
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Fr Tony Wilson (Parish of St Mary,
Carlton & Selby) blessing the RNLI
lifeboat and crew at Bridlington.
On the Feast of the
Assumption, Fr Elliott
Wright (Parish of St
Robert, Harrogate)
broadcasts to the
nation on all BBC local
Radio Stations!

Fr Tony Rosso gets into the
Christmas Spirit at St Joseph’s,
Ingrow. Organist at the Parish
Carol Concert was none other
than Fr Ian Smith, Parish Priest
of St Wilfrid’s, Ripon!

Celebrating the Year of St Joseph, on the Feast of St Joseph
the Worker (1 May), Fr Michael Hall celebrated Mass
according to the 1962 Rite and continued with litanies,
silences and other forms of prayer. He spoke on three titles:
St Joseph, Head of the Holy Family; St Joseph, Dreamer of
Dreams; and finally St Joseph, Terror of Demons and Patron
of the Holy Church. The day concluded with Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament, Vespers and Benediction.

The Feast of St
Francis of Assisi
(4 October)
celebrated by the
Friars at St Patrick’s
Mission, Bradford.

Bishop Marcus honoured our hard-working Permanent
Deacons and their wives and families with a special Mass at
Leeds Cathedral on the Memorial of St Joseph the Worker,
1 May 2021. This celebrated 50 years since that date and
location saw the first Ordinations of Permanent Deacons in
England and Wales: the late Dcn Maurice Pearce (father of Fr
Maurice Pearce, now Parish Priest at Pateley Bridge and
Bishop Thornton) and the late Dcn Anthony Winn. Since 1971,
the number of Permanent Deacons in our diocese has
increased to 21 with 13 of them assisting in parishes.

Pilgrims on St Wilfrid’s Way appreciate the hospitality
of the Carmelite Sisters at Woodhall.

Congratulations to our longest-serving Permanent Deacon, Edwin
Murphy of St Edward’s Parish, Clifford who celebrated his 100th
birthday on Monday 21 December 2020!

Please pray for those currently in training for
the Permanent Diaconate in our diocese
Mariusz Bilski – St Austin and English Martyrs,
Wakefield
Jack Clark – St Robert, Harrogate
Paul Coates – St Mary & St Alban, Halifax
Martin Fenlon – St Wilfrid, Ripon
Alan Salada – St Augustine, Leeds
Nicholas Stoddart – St John Mary Vianney, Leeds

Ordination of Dcn James Aitchison (Parish
of The Immaculate Heart of Mary,
Huddersfield) was attended by friends,
family, parishioners and teaching colleagues
from St Wilfrid’s High School, North
Featherstone

Ordinations to the Permanent Diaconate of
Simon Akhirebhu and Bernard Martin , both
from the Parish of St Austin and the English
Martyrs, Wakefield
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Dominic Williams – Ss Peter and Paul, Sandal

op Arthur Roche, is to be
Bishop Emeritus, Archbish
to the
intment by Pope Francis
congratulated on his appo
ine
an’s Congregation for Div
role of Prefect of the Vatic
e of the Sacraments.
Worship and the Disciplin

Fr Michael Hall has been appointed by Bishop Marcus to be
his delegate in the spiritual, pastoral and technical matters
pertaining to the old Mass, as instructed by Pope
Francis’ Traditionis Custodes.

Clergy, curia and friends including Papal
Knights & Dames gathered to celebrate Fr Gerry
Creasey’s Diamond Jubilee, Fr Billy Steele’s 91st
Birthday, and to honour all our retired clergy and
those who care for them, especially the Little
Sisters of the Poor at Mount St Joseph’s.

Parish Priest Fr Timothy Whitwell and a very good turnout of altar servers were delighted to
welcome Bishop Marcus on his visitation to St Maximilian Kolbe Parish in Beeston.
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Parish Priest Fr Neil Byrne welcomed the Bishop
to his Parishes of Christ the King, Bramley and
St Gianna Beretta Molla, Armley for Confirmations.

‘From Parish to Mission’ synodal listening session at
St Clare’s, Bradford. Parish Priest Fr Paul Redmond
& volunteer facilitator David Jackson.

‘From Parish to Mission’ synodal listening session at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish, Huddersfield. Parish Priest Fr John Carlisle,
Dcn James Aitchison and parishioners.
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The Diocesan Property Department assists parishes with the administration and management of their
land and premises and is one of the many collaborations across Curia departments, working with the
Finance Department’s fundraising team, Archives, and with Communications to obtain grants and
funding for parishes. Many works are essential maintenance and repairs, and some are restorations and
refurbishments of important historic buildings.
Historic England gave the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales (CBCEW) a total of
£1million to be distributed for funding the completion of work which had been paused during the
pandemic on Grade I and Grade II* churches. Three of our historic buildings benefited, including the
Cathedral, St Joseph’s, Pontefract and St Wilfrid’s, Ripon. St Wifrid’s is one of the architectural
treasures of our diocese where, alongside other grants, generous donations and legacies from
parishioners, the Historic England grant paid for restoration work which took place between November
2020 and July 2021. The next big project for Fr Ian Smith and his parishioners will be to raise funds to
install the ‘new to us’ pipe organ found for St Wilfrid’s by the Diocesan Organ Advisor, John Rowntree
and renovated by local organ builders Wood of Huddersfield.

St Stephen’s Parish in Skipton is celebrating the
opening of a new development in the grounds of
the former St Monica’s Convent. Eller Beck Court
has 58 high-quality one- and two-bedroomed
flats for social rent and shared ownership,
specially designed for older people. The complex
is an ‘extra care scheme’, providing independent
living with optional on-site care. Working with the
Parish, Catholic Care and the Diocese of Leeds
Property Office has been the developer Housing21, a
not-for-profit provider of affordable retirement homes
for older people who may need care, including
dementia care.
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Fr Gregorius Knowles and his
parishioners also have cause to
celebrate a grant awarded by Historic
England to St Cuthbert’s, Bradford. On
30 July 2022, the church, along with Holy
Spirit, Heckmondwike and
several churches and schools in our
diocese connected with Fr John O’Connor
(1870-1952), will celebrate the anniversary
of the ‘real-life’ Father Brown receiving GK
Chesterton into the Catholic Church.
Our redundant churches still hold a
special place in our hearts.
Regency Hall Yorkshire,
the new owners of St
Mary’s Church, Bradford
kindly gave St Mary’s
parishioner, Maureen
Coleman and others with
precious family history on
the church’s Roll of
Honour, access to pay
their respects on
Remembrance Sunday.
The rest of the War Memorial, the Pietà, is
awaiting installation at St Patrick’s
Mission.
The new Leeds Cathedral Building Fund
was launched in November. At the present
time funds are urgently needed in order
to carry out essential repairs and
refurbishment work, both inside and
outside the Cathedral. The total cost
of these works will be in the region of
£140,000. The present Cathedral has
been the Mother Church of our Diocese
for nearly 120 years, and was built with
contributions from parishioners and from
people throughout the Diocese.

for
our commitment to caring
It is now possible to show
order or online at
the Cathedral by standing
mpaign/Cathedral
www.justgiving.com/ca
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No-one could be in any doubt that the Catholic Church is at the forefront
of Environmentalism, and especially not the 2,000 plus visitors to Leeds
Light Night. This year, the Cathedral’s theme was ‘Fiat Lux: Let There Be
Light’, inspired by the words and works of St Francis of Assisi more than
800 years ago, and in our own time by Pope Francis. Through periods of
silence, interspersed with short readings taken from the Holy Father’s
encyclical Laudato Si’ on caring for our common home, to words and
music on the same theme from members of Diocese of Leeds Music,
visitors were invited to pause and explore the spiritual dimension of
Creation, and to reflect on the place of
light in the life of
t
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The environment is at the forefront of many
school initiatives and building works. Mount
St Mary’s Catholic High School in Richmond
Hill was named as just one of 50 schools
nationally to receive a share of funding worth
billions from the Department for Education. The funding will provide net zero carbon, energy-efficient
new facilities and purpose built classrooms for Mount St Mary’s, one of the oldest schools in Leeds. The
school began as a convent and orphanage in 1853 and the original buildings still stand at the heart of
the site. The school’s 940 pupils hail from 44 nationalities speaking 46 languages.
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The Bishop Konstant Catholic
Academy Trust (BKCAT) made
improvements over the school holidays
which have increased the usefulness,
Health and Safety and crucially, the
environmental impact of many school
properties, including energy-saving
boilers and insulated classroom ceilings for St Mary’s,
Selby, St Thomas à Becket, Wakefield and St Joseph’s,
Castleford. To coincide with COP26, the BKCAT Family
of Schools held a virtual ‘climate summit’ with
contributions from students
and distinguished guests
across all the schools in the
Trust. It culminated in an all-important reflection asking what individuals
and organisations could do, even on a small scale, to help reverse the trend
of climate change.
In the Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust (BWCAT), geography
students at St Mary’s Catholic Academy, Menston also showed their
Laudato Si’ credentials by sending a whole package of letters to Pope Francis
pleading for His Holiness to speak on behalf of the Amazon and its people.
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Our Environmental commitment is far from being only the province of young people. Parish and
Diocesan Curia initiatives include a new diocesan email environment@dioceseofleeds.org.uk and
environment web page. The most recent available figures show that through our long-standing
relationship with Interdiocesan Fuel Management (IFM), 100% of our electricity and 71% of gas usage
across the Diocese is from renewable sources.
The Laudato Si’ Mini-Pilgrimages at Myddelton Grange resumed in
June (as soon as was permitted and as close as possible to Laudato Si’
Week). There was another in September to mark the Season of
Creation and the most recent in November during COP26. Pilgrims and
walkers were able to measure trees and hear conservation, environment
and accessibility information from Myddelton Estate Manager, Paul Elgar.
A former Head of Property, David Damant, is taking forward a project
to create bird and wildlife ‘hides’ along the forthcoming accessible path
through the estate to the Myddelton Calvary.

Parish allotments and gardens at SS John Fisher & Thomas More, Burley, St Wilfrid’s, Ripon & St Benedict’s, Garforth continue to grow – and crow!

Action for Life on Earth was the National Justice & Peace Conference
organised and attended by our parishioners from Settle, Bradford and
Shipley. Delegates included Matty Maslen and Innocent
Chukwuemeka Nwachukwu from SPARK Voices, J&P’s Social Justice
Group for Young Catholics aged 16-30. They sent back photographs and
a report on the event to communications@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
Hinsley Hall’s Covid-secure facilities and upgraded audiovisual screens in all meeting rooms have been used for training
sessions by various organisations, including the NHS. As soon
as it was safe to open fully once again, bookings from the vast
majority of those whose conferences, retreats, and other
business or leisure visits to Leeds had been postponed flooded
in to be handled by Hinsley Hall’s welcoming and talented staff!

opportunity to stay in such
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Hinsley Hall Guests.

Receptionist Sarah Jolly
has taken up St Joseph’s trade as a hobby and
enrolled on a carpentry course! Her first creation was a bird
feeder – but we expect her to be making wooden Christmas
Cribs by next year, when it’s hoped her idea for
the grounds of Hinsley Hall to host a German-Style
Christmas Market will come to fruition!
Sarah pictured with fellow St Wilfrid’s Way pilgrim, Dave
Robertson from St Francis, Morley at the post-pilgrimage fish,
chips and fizz supper at St Wilfrid’s Parish Centre in Ripon.
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The Six Pillars of Good Governance

Key to our collective expressions of faith at Mass
and other liturgies, involvement in parish groups
and social activities is how we interact with one
another. Good Governance enables all of us to feel
welcomed, to feel safe and to feel secure in all parts
of our diocese. Seeking always to have best practices
in Safeguarding and Health and Safety has enabled
us during the pandemic to open our churches
and to express our faith as safely as we possibly
can. Cooperation between our curia and parishes
and between our priests and laity in meeting the
safety regulations and guidance in our churches
demonstrates our resolve to face our challenges
together, both now and in the future.
This year saw changes in personnel among the
individuals – Trustees and Officers – whose role in
any charity is primarily to ensure and uphold good
governance. We thanked Non-Executive Director
Michael Booth (Parish of Sacred Heart and St William,
Uppermill) for his loyalty and expertise as he left to
take up a new role, and welcomed Pat McDermott
(of SS John Fisher and Thomas More Parish in Burley
in Wharfedale) as a new Lay Director. Pat formerly
chaired Leeds Catholic Safeguarding Commission
and will now be Chair of our newly-formed
Safeguarding Sub-Committee.
After seven years in post (after just two of which he
cleared a £14 million diocesan debt), former Chief
Operating Officer and Financial Secretary, Ian Burrell,
bade farewell to the curia and retired to spend time
with his family and young granddaughters. The St
Mary’s, Knaresborough parishioner and the Diocese’s
own ‘Celebrity Pilgrim’ isn’t hanging up his boots
just yet, though; he is still a regular on our walking
pilgrimages, as well as providing financial, HR and
environmental consultancy for several other Catholic
dioceses.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Adherence to the rule of law
Moral integrity
Transparency
Participation
Responsibility and accountability
Effectiveness and efficiency

Safeguarding

As a diocese we remain committed to Safeguarding
the vulnerable – children, young people and adults
who may be at risk – in accordance with Civil Law
and Church policy.
We do not, however, wish simply to comply with
the Law, but instead to go above and beyond to
ensure best practice. One example from this year is
that for some time Bishop Marcus and others had
been attempting to convince the leadership of the
Comboni Fathers to issue an apology to several men
who had been abused as boys in the 1960s and 70s
at a former Junior Seminary in Mirfield which had
been run by that religious order. With no apology
forthcoming, the Bishop decided he would make an
apology himself, as a senior representative of the
Church in the Diocese in which the Seminary had
been situated.

Many of us asked where God was in all this and
where was the Church’s pastoral approach to
victims? It has taken over fifty years for an
answer which has come from Bishop Marcus’
intervention. As a group of now elderly men we
thank you for your Christian charity and
compassion and sincerely hope to see this
replicated throughout the Church. It’s been a
long journey, it has taken decades. It is a
tremendous gesture by the bishop and we are
deeply appreciative of it.
Bede Mullen, Comboni Survivors Group
The Diocese of Leeds Safeguarding Office in
accordance with Church’s national policies and
procedures works closely with Parish Safeguarding
Volunteers to promote the best working practices for
all activities and events involving children and adults
who may be at risk.

The canonical role of
Financial Secretary is now
fulfilled by the Financial
Controller, John Moran, who
is from the Wakefield Parish
of SS Peter and Paul.

A key part of creating a safe environment is our
‘Safer Recruiting’ process which includes undertaking
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks at the
appropriate level for all those involved in diocesan
and parish ministry.

Ian Burrell setting off for the
Via Francigena in 2019; now
setting off for pastures new!

The Safeguarding Office also works closely with
Survivors West Yorkshire which provides help and
practical support to those who are living with the
impact of abuse.
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Our newly-formed Safeguarding Sub-Committee
works alongside our Safeguarding Co-ordinator and
with the Church’s new Catholic Standards
Safeguarding Agency (CSSA). The CSSA replaces the
Catholic Safeguarding Advisory Service (CSAS) and
National Catholic Safeguarding Commission (NCSC)
and has been established to advise on and audit the
work of the Catholic Church in England and Wales as
it develops the highest calibre regime of
Safeguarding. This new central agency is the
professional standards body with regulatory
powers to which all Catholic Dioceses and Religious
Life Groups in England and Wales are now
accountable. The new model is built on a ‘One
Church’ strategy – a commitment across all the
dioceses and Religious Life Groups to be One Church
when it comes to safeguarding, with all
organisations working to a common
standards-based approach with transparency and
accountability in the fulfilment and upholding of
those standards.

Data Collection and its Protection

Being able to communicate with one another either
in writing, by telephone or via e-mail requires us to
keep each other’s information and contact details:
‘Data’. During the pandemic many parishes were
able to provide a telephone ministry and use other
imaginative ways of keeping in touch. New software
and systems provided by CathCom which have been
brought into use during the Synodal Process will be
available in the coming year to help parishes
compile secure databases and a Parish Census.
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) does not
stop us holding relevant details on individuals, but it
does require us to keep this information secure and
to use it appropriately in the running of our
parishes.
For advice on
sett
compliant ing up a secure and G
anna.larkin@Parish Database contactDPRdioceseofle
0113 261 8028eds.org.uk or

lic Church in England and
Safeguarding in the Catho
Wales
ng.org.uk
www.catholicsafeguardi
cese of Leeds
Safeguarding in the Dio
uk/safeguarding
rg.
s.o
ed
fle
seo
oce
.di
http://www
If you are concerned about the welfare of a
child or adult contact the
Safeguarding Coordinator on 0113 261 8069
or via
safeguarding@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
To ensure the immediate health and safety of a
child or adult at risk dial 999 if necessary.

Health and Safety

The regulations regarding physical distancing,
plus cleaning regimes enabled our churches to
open and for Mass to take place in a dignified and
COVID-secure way. The role of volunteer stewards
and cleaners before, during and after Mass was key
to allowing the celebration of the Eucharist. Costs
of PPE and other compliant equipment during the
pandemic were met by the Curia.
ty.
own and others’ Health and Safe
We all have a part to play in our
cerns or for general advice contact
To report Health and Safety con s@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
0113 361 058 or barry.lewi
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Financial Review
Year ended 31 March 2021

The Mission of our Church in the Diocese of Leeds can be summarised as ‘to provide for the spiritual and pastoral
welfare of the people of God’. In the civil law through our registration with the Charity Commission this is
expressed in our four principal charitable objectives:
•The advancement of the Catholic Religion
•The promotion of Catholic Teaching in the Diocese and beyond
•The provision and care of Priests
•The maintenance of Churches, Presbyteries and Schools
We continue to fulfil these objectives through our collective good stewardship. In this Annual Review we have given
an idea of how this has been expressed in our care of the environment, the liturgical and pastoral work
throughout our diocese, and on these pages we focus on our financial stewardship. As for many individual
parishioners and families across the Diocese, both parishes and the Curia have been conscious of the fall in their
income and the demands of necessary expenditure. Whilst with the onset of the pandemic many things did slow
down or stop altogether, the bills did not. Despite the legitimate worry this has caused, we have seen some
wonderful acts of generosity from parishioners and we have also been fortunate to benefit from grant funding.

Collaboration between parishes and curia departments has mitigated many of the challenges which churches and
parish centres have faced in re-opening in safe and secure ways; the introduction of cashless, text and telephone
giving provides realistic alternatives to traditional Offertory plate giving. Significantly more parishioners are now
giving by Standing Order, which is a huge benefit to parishes in helping to ensure a regular income stream whilst
also helping to avoid some of the risks and concerns associated with the handling of cash.
The income chart below illustrates all our income sources which have been severely affected by the lengthy closure
of our churches, parish centres and Hinsley Hall. This fall in income not only illustrates the financial challenges our
parishes face but is a reflection of the limits that the Coronavirus regulations placed on our collective worship and
the pastoral and social work that takes place in our parishes and diocesan centres.
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The expenditure chart below illustrates how our financial resources were allocated across our four principal
charitable objectives.

The closure of churches, parish centres and Hinsley Hall reduced running costs, principally utility bills and
employment costs, and jobs were protected through the Government’s Furlough Scheme.

Thank you to all our Grant Funders!
Albert Gubay Foundation
Allchurches Trust
Basil Death Charitable Trust
Cathedral Music Trust
Covid Business Support Grants
Hamish Ogston Foundation
Historic England Cultural Recovery Fund
Leeds Music Education Partnership
Liz and Terry Bramall Foundation
National Churches Trust
National Lottery Awards for All
Radcliffe Trust
Sir George Martin Trust
Yorkshire Historic Churches Trust
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Our recent diocesan synod called for a new evangelisation through
the laity living their vocations and talents to the full. It placed special
emphasis on our youth to bring new life and possibilities to our Church
and looked to engage them through pastoral ministries that joined
together their schools, parishes and families in building up their Church
involvement. We have been on the lookout for programmes to help us in
our efforts and the National Schools Singing Programme has been like
manna from Heaven. From the very beginning they have been on hand
to help us not just with generous funding but also with all the
practicalities needed in putting our project together and have been full
of the sort of hands-on encouragement and reassurance that is helping
bring our hopes to life.
The Bishop of Paisley

Music and singing is something often
relatively poorly resourced, particularly in
primary schools, and yet singing is such
an important part of our lives. I may not
be able to sing, but hearing others lifts my
spirits. Whilst it is called ‘The Schools
Singing Programme’, we remember that
schools exist as part of our parishes. I pray
that this will help give new heart, not just to
the schools, but also to parishes.
The Bishop of Lancaster
This will give more children and young people the
opportunity to experience a high quality singing
education that is such an important expression of
our Catholic faith, in prayer and practice. We are
grateful to the Hamish Ogston Foundation for
providing the initial funding for this initiative
through the National Schools Singing Programme
and will look forward to seeing the fruits of the
programme in years to come.
The Bishop of Salford
Choral singing brings hearts and minds, as well as
voices, together.
The Archbishop of Birmingham

For more information on the
National Schools Singing
Programme
www.nssp.org.uk

Funding Available
Funding Received
Programme Underway

Our diocesan school music programme is one of the most effective
forms of evangelisation I have seen and experienced. Through the
beauty of the Catholic Church’s treasury of sacred music our young
people are being formed in the Christian faith; they discover a new
confidence and, by learning to work closely with others, they
progress in those virtues which lead to collective flourishing and
foster individual aspiration.
Bishop Marcus Stock, Bishop of Leeds
This financially sustainable programme allows the
transmission of musical opportunities over many
years to large numbers of boys and girls in our two
biggest population centres.
Chief Operating Officer, Diocese of Nottingham
My thanks and prayers for all those whose
dedication to evangelisation have made
this opportunity a reality for the Church in
East Anglia.
The Bishop of East Anglia

