Annual Review 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,
Before his death on the cross, Our Lord Jesus Christ gave His mother Mary to be the
mother of St John and a mother to the whole Church. Across the world, thousands of
shrines have since been built and dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. This common
devotion to the Mother of God reminds us that we are members of one family of faith,
one Universal Church. Our family, parish, diocesan, and national identity inextricably
binds us together as part of the worldwide family to which Our Lord gave His mother
Mary to be mother to all peoples throughout all time.
Each summer, I look forward to travelling to Lourdes with my fellow pilgrims, the clergy
and laity, young people and the sick from our parishes and schools. Towards the end
of the pilgrimage season I also have the honour of leading our Diocesan Pilgrimage to
Walsingham.
The National Catholic Shrine at Walsingham is known as ’England’s Nazareth’. This has
its origins in a vision seen by an C11th Englishwoman of the family home where Mary
experienced the joy of the Annunciation. Since medieval times, England was known as
‘The Dowry of Our Lady’, a testimony to the strength of devotion which existed in this
country to the Blessed Virgin Mary as England’s guardian and defender.

Icon in Leeds Cathedral: Our Lady of
Unfailing Help, Principal Patron of
our Diocese

Although Walsingham is several hours away by coach, most of us are able to travel there and back in a day. The long
day and journey is well spent in order for us to honour the Mother of Our Lord in this special shrine, a place of great
significance to Catholics in our small corner of the Universal Church.
On Sunday 29 March 2020, England will be rededicated as the Dowry of Mary. This will be done not only in Walsingham
but in every Cathedral, every parish, and as many homes as possible. Over the last two years, in preparation for this
rededication, the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham has been taken from the Slipper Chapel of the National Catholic
Shrine to every Catholic Cathedral in our country. For our Diocese, this Dowry Tour of England culminated with her threeday visit to Leeds Cathedral from 7 to 9 November 2019.
Being dedicated to St Anne, Our Lady’s own mother, much of our Cathedral’s iconography includes Our Lord’s grandmother
as part of His ‘extended’ Holy Family. The special role accorded to St Joseph as the earthly carer and provider for Jesus and
his Blessed Mother is no less a model for modern family life. Yet it is the honour we give to Christ’s Holy Mother which
recognises the particular sacrifices made through a mother’s love, and requires an acknowledgement of the unique gifts
exercised by all women of faith, not only those numbered amongst the saints.
The many names by which the Blessed Virgin Mary is known are testament to the scope of her grace and influence. In the
Diocese of Leeds, Mary is our principal Patron under the title of Our Lady of Unfailing Help; to her powerful intercession
and motherly care we entrust all the members of our diocesan family.

Oremus pro invicem.
Your servant in the Lord Jesus Christ,

Our Four Charitable Purposes
• Advancement of the Catholic Religion
• Promotion of Catholic Teaching
• Provision and Care of Priests
• Provision and Maintenance of Churches,
Presbyteries and Schools

Our Lady of Charity: pray for us
Charity is defined as ‘the voluntary giving of
help’ – and in the secular world, this help is
usually seen primarily as financial giving. But
of course for Christians, Charity and Love are
synonyms and we show love through giving
time, expertise and care, as well as through
financial support.
Mary’s selflessness in responding to God’s call
is echoed by those who give of themselves to
do His work in this diocese. Some are given
public acknowledgement: after 60 years of
service to the Cathedral a Papal Blessing for
Frank Kearney was presented to him on his
80th birthday by
the then Dean, Mgr
Philip Moger. Mary
Murphy of St Jeanne
Jugan Parish in
Leeds was presented
with the Diocesan
Silver Medal by
her Parish Priest,
Fr Gerard Kearney,
recognising the 50
years she has served
the community of St
Urban’s Church.
So much of our diocese relies on parish
volunteers of all ages, for whose work
we are grateful beyond words. This year,
our Curia volunteers included gap year
Philosophy student, Matthew Maslen and
16-year-old Cathedral Chorister, Cian Tempest.
Communications and CAFOD benefited from
their hard work, as did this Annual Review!

Under the umbrella of Caritas Leeds, there
are charities in the Diocese providing practical
help through Acts of Mercy. In addition to the
Dementia and Disabilities Groups, our Diocesan
Asylum Seekers and Refugees Group collaborates
with many agencies across Leeds and Bradford:
areas of our diocese which have been praised
for providing a particularly warm welcome
for refugees. Our Diocesan Justice and Peace
Commission, the SVP, St Monica’s Housing and
of course Catholic
Care have been
‘Welcoming the
Stranger’ by
providing meals
and a bed at
Leeds Cathedral to
several men who
have had to leave
their own war-torn
motherland of
Syria.
Other Caritas Leeds priorities
for this year included an Inquiry
to inform Catholics about the
workings and impact of the
Criminal Justice System among
those people and their families who are victims
of crime, prisoners or ex-offenders in this diocese.
In addition to speaking with senior Judges and
the Probation Service in Leeds and visiting St
John’s Bail Hostel (originally founded 70 years
ago by the Knights of St Columba), a press and
media perspective was also sought. Journalists
interviewed included Michael Winterbottom
of The Catholic Universe, Senior Producer and
presenter at BBC Radio Leeds, Andrew Edwards
and also Danny Savage, who is the BBC’s North of
England Correspondent and a parishioner at St
Joseph’s, Wetherby.

33,000 Students in 93 Catholic Schools
7 Seminarians

170,000 Catholics
22 Permanent Deacons
56 Retired Clergy
80 Diocesan Priests

recruitment@dioceseofleeds.org.uk

The path of Mary’s whole life was dedicated to
God: we can but try to follow in her footsteps
by calling others to hear His Good News. Called
by the angel’s Annunciation Mary chose to
submit to God’s will, but she had already been
destined for her unique role through her own
Immaculate Conception.

In terms of our Liturgies, we are now the most
broadcast diocese on the BBC. Christmas Day
2019 from St Joseph’s Bradford will be the 3rd
consecutive year we have featured as the live
transmission of Midnight Mass or Christmas Day
on BBC One or BBC Radio 4.
Our Broadcasts

The ring of 8 bells in our Cathedral which
call the faithful to Mass celebrate
their 40th Anniversary on the
Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception. Tower Captain
Barrie Dove shares the bells’
anniversary. Back in 1979, he had
obtained a quote of £10,000 to
cover the cost of
having the bells
transported from
a redundant church in
Holbeck and an appeal
was announced before
Mass at the Cathedral.
At the end of that same
Mass, an anonymous
donor approached the
priest with a cheque for
the full amount!
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All websites are sources of information and news, but ours
is specifically designed to be accessible and engaging enough
to evangelise as wide an audience as possible, as the Bishop’s
Welcome on our home page confirms:
Whatever your reason for visiting our website: if you are a
parishioner from our own diocesan family, a first time visitor
of any faith or none, or an enquirer seeking information, I
welcome you. If you have been away from the Church for any
reason, I warmly welcome you back home.

2018 BBC R4 Midnight Mass (Leeds Cathedral)
2019 BBC R3 Choral Vespers (Leeds Cathedral)
2019 BBC R4 Sunday Worship (Holy Redeemer, Huddersfield)
2019 BBC One Songs of Praise in Lourdes
2019 BBC One Christmas Day (St Joseph’s, Bradford)

Whether it be Mass or
any other Liturgy, from
the feedback we and the
BBC receive from viewers
and listeners across the
world, this is evangelisation
of epic proportions. In
addition to the Cathedral,
the BBC is keen to broadcast
from wherever parishes
and clergy have enabled
a strong musical tradition.
BBC Radio 4’s flagship religious worship broadcast
is Sunday Worship and came live from St Patrick’s
Church, Huddersfield on Sunday 7 July, with worship
led by Canon Ian Smith and Fr Anthony Rosso and
the joint forces of the Huddersfield Boys, Girls and
Youth Choirs conducted by their Choral Director,
Lucy Appleyard.
On the morning of Christmas Day 2019 Mass is
televised on BBC One from St Joseph’s Church,
Bradford, with music from the Bradford Catholic
Youth Choir (BCYC), conducted by Tom Leech,
Director of the Schools Singing Programme
(SSP) and Alex Kyle, SSP Choral Director. Our SSP is
the largest church-based music programme in the
UK and at the heart of our success in evangelising
through music and Liturgy.

The second Leeds International Organ
Festival (LIOF) was another resounding
success for the Diocese of Leeds.
Congratulations to Artistic Director
David Pipe for once again securing some
of the biggest names in sacred music
and in both the classical and theatre organ world,
including Nigel Ogden and composer Sir James
MacMillan. Through the Festival, a partnership
was made between our Music Department and
the world-famous Leeds International Medieval
Congress. The festival has a strong education focus,
with 2019 being the first year to hold a Platform
Concert for Diocese of Leeds Organists’
Training Programme (OTP) students and a
Primary School Organ Day.
Sixty-one students across the Diocese are now
having individual tuition through the OTP, in
partnership with the Royal College of Organists.
Other keyboard instruments such as the accordion
and the piano are the latest additions to music
lessons offered by Diocese of Leeds Music.
Watch the LIOF website for next Summer’s
programme of events, which includes composer
Dame Judith Weir, the first woman to be Master of
the Queen’s Music: www.leedsiof.org

As Mary fulfilled her family duty by making a
Visitation to her cousin Elizabeth, mother of John
the Baptist, we too celebrate family life in the
Diocese. Bishop Marcus met the Chief Executive of
Catholic Marriage Care, Mark Molden with local
organiser, Harold Mozley. Parishes run marriage
preparation courses throughout the year. Four
qualified counsellors also provide relationship
counselling through Catholic Marriage Care, on a
donation basis. The Bishop is supportive of their
work, inviting Marriage Care to have a stall at the
Annual Celebration for Married Couples at Leeds
Cathedral.
We also live our Faith with the rest of the Diocesan
Family which comprises all laity and clergy in our
One Diocese. As the Father and Shepherd of the
Diocese, the Bishop has inaugurated a Pastoral
Council formed of those who actively exercise
a lay apostolate in our parishes. Representatives

include those from our Justice and Peace
Commission, the SVP, Legion of Mary, Knights of
St Columba, Union of Catholic Mothers, Catholic
Women’s League and the Catenians.
We make our own visitations as members of the
Universal Church across the world
through our pilgrimages. As a
follow-up to last year’s St Francis
Way solo pilgrimage through
the Italian Apennines, Chief
Operating Officer, Ian Burrell’s latest
international pilgrimage saw him
return to the mountains to walk
some of the more challenging stages
of another ancient pilgrimage:
the Via Francigena. This included
Siena, where St
Catherine of Siena, Doctor
of the Church and trusted
advisor to the Pope had lived.
Ian’s epic journey was once
again featured in The Catholic
Universe.

Our 81st Lourdes pilgrimage featured interviews with pilgrims
for BBC One’s Songs of Praise. A particularly professional short
film of their week on pilgrimage was also made by students
from Mount St Mary’s High School in Leeds and shared with a
wide audience via YouTube.

The Bishop also
led our visit to
Walsingham.
Many young
people taking
part in our
Faith in Action
scheme from
diocesan schools and colleges were there to
hear the homily preached at the Mass by our
newest priest, Fr Benjamin Hilton. Our Lady of
Walsingham’s statue made her return-visit to our
Cathedral as part of her Tour before the 2020
official Rededication of England as her Dowry.

This year’s Corpus
Christi Procession
began in the gardens
of Mount St Joseph’s,
processing from there
through the grounds of
Hinsley Hall. The Bishop
led Benediction, before
everyone enjoyed a barbecue and entertainments laid
on by the management and staff of Hinsley Hall.
Mass at Fountains Abbey
this year was on the Feast
of St Benedict. As ever, the
Diocese of Leeds is grateful
for the generosity of the
National Trust, which makes
Fountains Abbey freely
available for this and other
annual diocesan events.

October is the month of
the Rosary, and saw the
customary several hundred
Catholics walk through
the streets of Batley in the
Torchlight Procession,
ending with Benediction at
St Mary of the Angels. This
year’s homily was preached
by the Dean of Dewsbury, Fr
Nicholas Hird, not long since returned from his Holy
Spirit, Heckmondwike Parish Pilgrimage to Normandy’s
Commonwealth War Cemeteries. There, armed with
detailed biographical information, parishioners were
able to say prayers at the gravesides of 25 men from
the Heavy Woollen District who had fallen in WW1
and WW2.

The second instalment of Our Fathers of
Faith, Fr Nicholas’s historical biographies,
photographs and anecdotes of Diocese
of Leeds priests from 1915 to 1939,
is now available via Leeds Diocesan Archives
or directly from Fr Nicholas
nicholas.hird@dioceseofleeds.org.uk

The newest Diocesan
Pilgrimage, St Wilfrid’s
Way, had the biggest ever
turnout since it began in
2016. More than 30 people
joined all or part of the walk
over two days from Leeds

Cathedral, ending with a Vigil
Mass for St Wilfrid’s Feast Day
at St Wilfrid’s, Ripon. The Way
takes in some of our most notable
sacred sites: the medieval wayside
shrine of Our Lady of the Crag
in Knaresborough, and the
Presbytery at Bishop Thornton: the
oldest Mass House in the Diocese.
Thanks to all the priests who
celebrated Pilgrims’ Masses and Evening Prayer!
Making more than one pilgrimage to certain British
shrines was in mediaeval times the equivalent of one
pilgrimage to Rome, but it was to the Eternal City
itself that thirty young members of the Bradford
Catholic Youth Choir (BCYC) travelled on a choir
development tour as part of their preparation for the
Christmas Day BBC One broadcast. The Choir sang for
Mass on All Saints’ and All Souls’ Days at St Peter’s, St
Maria Maggiore and St Paul’s Outside the Walls, and
also gave a concert at the Venerable English College.

The annual ‘Live Crib’ at Corpus
Christi Church, Halton Moor
brought children, parents,
parishioners, school, Real Donkeys
and a Real Baby together to
celebrate the Nativity!

Witnessing to sorrow
and sacrifice: young
people at St John
Fisher Catholic
Academy stage an
annual ‘live’ Passion
on Good Friday on the
streets of Dewsbury.

The Virgin Mary is Mother to us all as we share our
veneration of her with many Protestant traditions –
and also with Muslims, where ‘Maryam’ is the most
honoured woman in Islam. In the Catholic Church,
the Catholic Women’s League and Union of Catholic
Mothers support events and fundraising throughout
our Diocese. Congratulations are due to the UCM in
Huddersfield: founded at St Joseph’s Catholic Church,
Aspley, 80 years ago.

In May, the month we
traditionally dedicate to Mary,
Canon John Aveyard and
parishioners from St Joseph’s,
Castleford attended an
ecumenical service at St Paul the
Apostle Church in Glasshoughton.
It was entitled Mary, Mother of
the Church: Hope for Ecumenism.
The statue of Our Lady in
that Anglican church bears the Veil of the
Passchendaele Madonna, given to the church in
1919 by a returning Castleford soldier.
One of the Catholic Church’s most notable
converts from Anglicanism is Cardinal – and
now after his canonisation on 13 October Saint John Henry Newman. Bishop Marcus, who
attended the ceremony in Rome, had already
commissioned from Ian Knowles, founder of the
Bethlehem Icon School, what is thought to be
the first icon of Saint John
Henry Newman. Newman
is the first Englishman to be
declared a Saint since the
canonisation of the Forty
Martyrs of England and
Wales in 1970.
A group from what was then
Blessed John Henry Newman
Parish in East Leeds, along
with their Parish Priest, Fr Pat
Wall, also travelled to Rome
Quality prints of the
to be present in St Peter’s
icon are available to
purchase from
Square for the canonisation
www.eliasicons.co.uk
ceremony. One of the first
of only a few Parishes named for John Henry
Newman, the parish hosted a Newman Festival
with distinguished guest speakers and a ‘Come
and Sing’ Sir Edward Elgar’s famous choral
work based on Newman’s poem, The Dream of
Gerontius from which comes the hymn Praise to
the Holiest in the Height.
Perhaps the best-known of Newman’s hymns is
Lead Kindly Light. This was the theme taken by
Leeds Cathedral for their contribution to ‘Leeds
Light Night’, when buildings across Leeds city
centre are illuminated and the city hosts cultural
and artistic events around the subject of light.
The evening of prayers, reflections and music
inspired by St John Henry Newman involved
the Cathedral Choirs and the visiting Choir and
Trombone Quartet from the University of Texas
at El Paso. Thousands of people came through
the Cathedral that night to listen to the music,
to pray and to light a candle.

Leeds Cathedral is the Mother Church of our
Diocese. It is the second Catholic Cathedral to be
built in Leeds and is dedicated to St Anne, the
mother of Our Lady. The present Cathedral was
built in 1904 and in keeping with the styles of the
period is Arts and Crafts Gothic. The Lady Chapel
contains the first building’s reredos by AWN
Pugin showing the Virgin with her mother. The
Art Nouveau wall paintings in the Lady Chapel
benefited this year from an anonymous gift to
enable their restoration.

Our Lady Mother of the Church: pray for us

Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom: pray for us
As the First Disciple, Mary shows us how
to live our lives through love. She was
present throughout Jesus’ ministry on
earth and at Pentecost she witnessed
the transforming of all the disciples by
the power of the Holy Spirit.
Mary is often shown learning at her
own mother’s knee, and in turn Mary
gave encouragement to her Son and
was there for the first of His miracles.
Her message to the wedding at Cana is
still relevant today: Do whatever He tells you.
The relationships within the Holy Family are a model
for our own extended and diocesan families: learning
from and supporting one another in faith and love.
A working group comprising parents, catechists,
theologians and clergy is preparing Baptism
Resources entitled Welcome to our Church: the
Gift of Baptism. Family Life Ministry involves
acknowledging the importance of parents as First
Heralds of the Gospel and inviting Catholic parents
to deeper connections with their parishes. Work has
started on a flexible resource to give parents anywhere
on the faith spectrum a joyful welcome and a clear
introduction to what Catholics believe, why we baptise
and what Baptism entails.
ism
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Heart Speaks To Heart: the
Gift of Holy Communion
is the new Diocese
of Leeds First Holy
Communion Resource
which was launched at
Hinsley Hall Chapel. The
resource is based around
the Christian Virtues, but
also has a strongly Marian
theme, with the first three
sessions finishing with the
Hail Mary, excerpts from
Hail, Holy Queen and an
adaptation of the ancient
prayer We turn to thee for
Protection.

Bishop Marcus is well known as an authority on
Catholic education and is now the new Chairman
of the Catholic Education Service. Although he
has national responsibilities, the Bishop’s very busy
schedule in his own Diocese includes a constant round
of engagements in our parishes and schools.
The Bishop visited St Anthony’s
Primary School in Clayton,
Bradford, to celebrate Mass on
the school’s Patronal Feast Day
in thanksgiving for 65 years of
Catholic education. He also blessed a scheme of St
Anthony-themed stained glass windows designed by
the children in a competition to commemorate the
occasion.
Similarly colourful crafts were
the order of the day at St John
Fisher Catholic Academy in
Dewsbury. The school’s ‘Knitand-Natter’ group made lapblankets for people living with
dementia and even sent some
to our friends in Peru, via Parish
Priest, Fr Jonathan Hart.

For the past 50 years we have supp
orted
parishes in Lima, Peru, with
Second Collection on Advent Suna
day

A giant Rosary forms the
centrepiece of a prayer
garden at St Joseph’s
Catholic Primary School in
Barnoldswick, opened and
blessed by Bishop Marcus
who joined the school
community and parish
priest Canon Kevin Firth in
a joyous occasion which also
celebrated the generosity of
a much-missed St Joseph’s parishioner. A focal point in
the garden is a cross with a plaque commemorating
the late Margaret Mary (Peggy) Humphreys,

who was the daughter of a previous Head Teacher,
and who had left a legacy to the school. The pupils
contributed designs and ideas and secured additional
community funding and donations from several local
businesses. The garden has a selection of flowers and
plants to attract wildlife.
The garden theme continued later in the year when
the Bishop also dedicated a new Prayer Garden at
Christ the King Primary School, Bramley, and a
Peace Garden at Notre Dame Sixth Form College.
Music in our Catholic schools continues to go from
strength to strength. Studies have shown the academic
and social benefits of music in schools and the overall
improvement in SATs and Ofsted reports of most of
the 53 schools which are part of our Schools Singing
Programme (SSP) are testament to that. The latest
after-school choir is the Calderdale Catholic Schools
Choir (CCSC). With its new choir of 25 boys and girls,
St Maximilian Kolbe Parish in Beeston, Leeds is the
latest parish to benefit from music provision through
the Schools Singing Programme, as well as having
had a new organ installed in St
Anthony’s Church.
The Bradford Catholic Youth Choi
r
were amongst a select group of
young
people to be invited to record a
with the Gabrieli Consort: a pres CD
tigio
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Holy Rosary and St Anne’s Primary School
in Chapeltown has this year been marking a decade
as the Leeds Cathedral Choir School. The school
attracts attention from educationalists and musicians
alike, as putting music at the heart of the school
curriculum both enriches the children’s lives and also
contributes to rising academic standards. The children
now sing once a week at the Cathedral, with many
progressing into one of the 6 Cathedral Choirs. The
Choir School also has a strong relationship with the
Leeds College of Music, which recently awarded a
Fellowship to our distinguished conductor and vocal
coach, Sally Egan.

The Diocese’s unique
specialist school, St John’s
Catholic School for the
Deaf, began events to
mark its 150th anniversary
throughout this academic
year with a Mass in the
school chapel celebrated by
Bishop Marcus and joined
by Vice-Chair of Governors,
Deacon David Arblaster on
the Feast of Our Lady of Walsingham.
Dedicated to St John of Beverley, who had taught
a deaf and dumb boy to speak, the school has been
in Boston Spa near Wetherby since 1875, but was
originally founded in 1869-70 in Sheffield by a Belgian
priest, Mgr de Haerne. He was an educational
innovator who saw the quality of education for deaf
children on the continent and wanted to make similar
provisions for Catholic deaf children in this country
who at the time had limited educational opportunities.
150 years on, advances in technology combined
with a strong ethos of care, still has at its heart both
the education and welfare of the pupils. Today the
school offers both day and residential placements
to support children between 8 and 18 who are deaf,
hearing impaired or who have multi-sensory and
communication difficulties, including young people
who have autism spectrum conditions.
In the past year OFSTED graded
the school’s
residential provision as Outs
Children enjoy excellent relations tanding:
who know them extremely well, hips with staff
and many go
on to develop lifelong positive relat
their peers within both the deaf ionships with
communities. Parents say that they and hearing
the progress and the skills children are amazed at
entering the residential provision acquire, from
with limited
language skills to being able to unde
rtak
experience in busy environments e work
.

The education of vulnerable children is a key part
of the mission of the Church and the school’s Head
Teacher Ann Bradbury, is grateful to families and her
‘endlessly optimistic’ staff who support the young
people to flourish in their future lives. She believes
that ‘…the students teach us far more than we could
ever teach them’.
The school continues to fulfil the ambitions of its
founder by having a particularly good record for
students going on to further education or into
apprenticeships and careers.

From the high musical standards they attain
through our Schools Singing Programme to the
consideration, compassion and maturity learned by
our Mini Vinnies, many of the young people in our
diocese are more than living up to expectations: we
are proud of the part they play in parish life!

The Good Shepherd Celebration this year was led by Holy Family
& St Michael’s and St Joseph’s Primary Schools in Pontefract.
Congratulations to all the schools across the Diocese which
during Lent raised a grand total of £45,500 for Catholic Care!

One of Caritas Leeds’s two main
priorities is a Youth Commission:
‘The Twelve’. Young people
between the ages of 11 and 18
are being commissioned by the Bishop at Leeds
Cathedral on Youth Sunday: the Feast of Christ the
King. The aims are to collaborate with the Bishop
in formulating a vision for the Diocese; give a voice
to young people in diocesan decision making; and
to contribute towards youth events and activities.

Other young people in the
Diocese have been awarded
national honours for the
leadership roles they fulfil
in their school and parish
communities. A student at
St John Fisher Academy in
Dewsbury, Samuel Wilson,
was one of more than 300
Catholic teenagers across the
country entered for
the Celebrating Young
People Awards.
Young evangelist Samuel Wilson

was nominated by his school’s

Lay Chaplain, Angela Eddy.
The Dorothy Day Award
which Samuel won
recognises young people who engage with those
around them, making their community a better
place for all. Samuel is a trained anti-bullying
ambassador, a reader, leads worship and music and
also recruits, trains and co-ordinates altar servers
in the Catholic churches he attends with his family
at St Paulinus in Dewsbury and St Joseph’s, Batley
Carr.

Ben, aged 11, reading at Holy Redeemer Parish in
Huddersfield.

Young people leaving Leeds secondary
schools for university were recently the
subject of a study. St Mary’s Menston is
the top school in the whole of the Leeds
Education Authority area for students
getting into a prestigious Russell Group
university…with Notre Dame Catholic
6th Form College also in the top ten.

In January the
then Leeds
Universities
Chaplain, Fr
Peter Kravos, led
a small group of
students to join
700,000 other
young people
in Panama to
take part in World Youth Day 2019. Fr Peter said
the theme throughout the week was our common
love of Jesus Christ, and of the response we each
need to make to Him was Mary’s simple assent: Be
it done unto me according to your will. Fr Peter
is now Parish Priest at Pudsey and the new Leeds
Universities Chaplain is Fr Marc Homsey.

At present, several students are using our
Diocesan Archives to research work on their
Masters dissertations, covering topics such as the
Church’s response to the Irish Famine and the
development of Catholic Secondary Education.

Whether written or spoken, the
Scriptures have influenced lives and
civilisations. The Catholic Church in
England and Wales has designated
2020 as the Year of the Word. In our
diocese, A History of the Word in a
Dozen Treasures will be a podcast and
exhibition exploring Scripture through a
series of important objects chosen from
our parishes to bring us closer to The
God Who Speaks.

Library donations for life-long learning have
kindly been made by Fr Peter Clarke and Mgr Tony
Boylan. Their personal collections of Scripture,
Theology and Liturgy books have been brought
from Huddersfield and Bentham respectively to
form the basis of a project to create an expanded
Diocesan Library.

Are there news and events from your school
or parish that might interest the rest of the
diocese? Your stories for diocesan website
and for this Annual Review should be
emailed as a short
write-up with photographs to
news@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
For help in planning and to discuss
the maximum impact and publicity
for your events contact
communications@dioceseofleeds.org.uk

Diocese of Leeds Music
Leeds Diocesan Youth Service
LEEDS_YOUTH
@LeedsDYS

Our Lady of Providence: pray for us

homily during the Mass was on the subject of
service being at the very heart of priestly ministry. Fr
Benjamin’s first appointment is as Assistant Priest at
St Robert’s in Harrogate.

s
Our Current Seminarian

Providence
is the protective
care of God. Mary
and Joseph gave care to Jesus; our clergy give
similarly caring service and guidance in their
parishes and beyond.
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Congratulations to all our Jubilarians on
their Silver, Ruby, Golden and Diamond
Anniversaries of Ordination!

Diamond Jubilee cake made
for Fr Billy Steele by the
Gomez Family

Silver Jubilarian Fr Paul Grogan is the subject of a film
called Priest made by internationally-renowned filmmaker, Michael Whyte. It follows Fr Paul on his daily
parish ministry at Mary Mother of God Parish, Bradford.
An evening at Hinsley Hall is planned for the whole
diocese to enjoy a screening of the film and to meet
both its Bradford-born director – and its ‘star’!
Fr Benjamin
Hilton is our
newest priest,
ordained at
Leeds Cathedral
in July, having
completed his
seminary training
at the Venerable
English College
Fr Benjamin blesses his mother.
in Rome. This is
the second Hilton family ordination in
as many years, as Fr Benjamin now joins his brother, Fr
Joshua Hilton, as a priest of our diocese. The Bishop’s
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Diocese of Leeds
seminarian, Henry
Longbottom, was
ordained Deacon in June
in the chapel of Oscott
College. Attendees from
our Diocese included
Vocations Director, Fr
Michael Doody, and
also Fr Matthew Habron who was representing John
Henry Newman Parish where Henry is on placement.
We look forward to Henry’s ordination to the
priesthood in May 2020 and to Chris Butler’s and
Darren Jones’ ordinations to the diaconate.

The new Dean of Leeds
Cathedral (and Parish
Priest of Our Lady of
Unfailing Help) is Fr
Matthew Habron. His
former role as Bishop’s
Private Secretary is
now fulfilled by Fr Sean
Crawley, who is also
Assistant Priest at the
Cathedral. Mgr Philip
Moger, who has been
Dean and Parish Priest
since 2008, has moved to
the Parish of St John Mary
Vianney in North Leeds.

The new Dean of Leeds
Cathedral, Fr Matthew Habron,
with his parents

Fr Simon Winn is a welcome addition to the rota of
priests who celebrate in Latin the regular Extraordinary
Form (EF) Sunday Masses at St Joseph’s, Bradford. In
addition, Fr Simon celebrates the EF Mass at 9.30am on
Thursdays in his own Parish of St Anthony’s, Clayton.
Another of our priests who celebrate the EF Mass is Fr
Michael Hall, still a regular fixture on the BBC R4 Daily
Service rota of presenters. St Joseph’s in Bradford is also
home to regular Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham Masses and to Ordinariate Evensong on the
first Monday of the month at 7pm.

Congratulations are due to Canon Eugene McGillycuddy (front row,
2nd from left). The Parish Priest of St Patrick’s in Leeds was installed
as a member of the Cathedral Chapter.

In July, Archbishop John Wilson was installed at
St George’s Cathedral as the 11th Archbishop of
Southwark. Archbishop John was originally ordained
priest for the Leeds Diocese in 1995, and for a time
was the Parish Priest of St Martin de Porres Parish,
Wakefield as well as the Diocesan Administrator in
2012-14. He is the first priest from our diocese to
become the Archbishop of a Metropolitan See.

More than 300 people from all
over the Diocese of Leeds came
to a Vigil Mass Fr Anthony Wilson
was invited to celebrate at Selby
Abbey: only the second Mass
there since the Reformation.
The Vicar of Selby, Canon John
Weetman, said:

We decided that an appropriate
way to mark our 950th
anniversary would be to
invite the local Catholic
congregations from St
Mary’s Carlton and Selby
to celebrate Mass in the
Abbey, in recognition
that it was a place of
Catholic worship and
ministry for the first 465
years of its life.
Concelebrating Mass with
Fr Anthony was Fr Neville
Atkinson, formerly Parish
Priest at Sacred Heart,
Howden, who has now
retired to Selby.

Not EF, but
‘extraordinary’
nonetheless! Fr
Timothy Whitwell
celebrates the Beasts
of Beeston, holding a
service for pet owners
and their creatures
great and small.

Attending a meeting of
Europe’s Eritrean Catholic
Chaplains, our own Fr
Ghebreyesus Ghebrezghi
meets Pope Francis.

Even after many years at seminary and in parish life,
there is still plenty for a priest to learn! On-going
Priestly Formation is co-ordinated by Fr Simon Bradbury
(pastoral) and Fr Dennis Cassidy (spiritual). Sessions on
wide-ranging subjects such as pastoral care for those living
with mental health issues, as well as talks on Finance,
Communications, Health and Safety and Safeguarding
from Curia staff are all part of ‘lifelong learning’ for
today’s clergy.
Retired priest and
Diamond Jubilarian Fr
Lawrie Lister with the
Bishop at St Patrick’s
Mission Church. Fr Lawrie
was baptised there in
1932, made his First Holy
Communion and was
Confirmed there; and it
was also at St Patrick’s that
he said his first Mass sixty
years ago.
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As well as playing active roles in their own parishes,
our Permanent Deacons are hospital, hospice and
school chaplains and work with Churches Together.
The Diocesan Pastoral Council representative is Dcn
Joseph Cortis who is Co-ordinator of Caritas Leeds.

The work of the many Religious Sisters and
Brothers in our diocese involves both prayer
and work, often in education, the caring
professions and helping in parishes.

The Carmelites
at Wood Hall
Convent near
Wetherby quietly
support diocesan
life through prayer
and by providing
welcome hospitality
to visitors each year
on the St Wilfrid’s
Way Pilgrimage.

Each year, the Diocese of Leeds receives around half
a dozen enquiries about the Permanent Diaconate,
about half of whom usually make a formal application.
This year, we have three students who began training
in 2018 and 2019. Prayers are asked for James
Aitchison who will be instituted as Acolyte and then
ordained Deacon in 2020.

Along with the Friars, the Franciscan
Sisters of the Renewal support the
Diocesan Youth Service in schools and
in Lourdes. The Sisters also host the
women’s prayer group ‘Handmaids’ at
Corpus Christi Church, Halton Moor.
Students from Leeds, Hallam, Liverpool, Hexham & Newcastle,
Middlesbrough and Wrexham Dioceses on a training day for the
Northern Dioceses Formation Programme (NDFP) at Hinsley Hall.

For more information, contact the Director of
the permanent Diaconate, Dcn Keith Ballard via
keith.ballard@dioceseofleeds.org.uk

The new Rector of
St Patrick’s Mission
is Fr Giles Barrie (4th
from L) and we were
pleased to welcome
founder member
of the Franciscan
Friars of the
Renewal, Fr Glenn
Sudano (3rd from
L) as the homilist
at the inaugural
Mass Bishop Marcus
celebrated at the
Mission.

Bishop Marcus presided at the annual Mass in
Leeds Cathedral to thank those who assist at Mass
and other Liturgies in parishes across the Diocese
of Leeds.
The Mass for Altar Servers was attended by
young (and not so young) servers, along with
families and parish clergy.

Between November 2019 and January 2020 the
whole Diocese of Leeds – but especially the Parish
of St Wilfrid’s, Ripon – can commemorate the 450th
anniversary of the Rising of the North and the 800
people - priests, religious and laity - who were
executed for their Catholic Faith after the Rising.
Tadcaster

Huddersfield
Beeston

Our Lady, House of Gold: pray for us
Although the true Treasures of the Catholic
Church are the people who make up the Body of
Christ, the art and architecture of our churches
is also to be treasured. The most costly of our
Charitable Purposes is maintaining the safety and
structure of all the buildings owned by our 93
schools and 78 parishes.
In the Crossgates area of Leeds, a brand new
school has taken just 48 weeks to build on
what were the playing fields of the old 1950s St
Kevin’s and St Theresa’s Schools. Interserve had
the newly-constructed St Theresa’s Catholic
Primary School ready for the start of term,
with staff rising to the challenge of less than one
week to unload all 950 packing crates. Bishop
Marcus officially opened and blessed the school
on its patronal saint’s day: 1 October, the Feast of
St Thérèse of Lisieux. St Theresa’s will regain its
playing fields on the site of the old school once it
is demolished.
In the reception area
of Hinsley Hall, high
quality photographs
taken by
photographer Patrick
Sice of mosaics
which were part of
the architecture of
Myddelton Grange chapel depict Northern Saints
and Martyrs.
Icons of our Diocesan Patrons are also displayed
to leave no-one in any doubt that in addition to
being a successful conference and hotel facility,
Hinsley Hall is very much our Pastoral Centre and
encourages youth, parish and national retreats.
Old and new have
been brought
together in a
scheme of artworks
celebrating lay men
and women from
more recent years
whose devotion
to family and the
sanctity of life now number them amongst
the Saints and the Beatified.

The Heritage
Open Days at
Hinsley Hall were
a resounding
success with
every tour full
to capacity.
Visitors learned some little-known facts about
the building, such as that during WWII, it was
designated as HMS Headingley: a training college
for the Women’s Royal Naval Service. A more
sobering story came to light
for which we might ask…

Our Lady Star of the
Sea: pray for us… A

book recently turned up in
Kent inscribed by a Leedsborn
priest called Fr Thomas Byles:
last seen praying the Rosary
whilst helping others to
safety 107 years ago…on
RMS Titanic.

Refurbishments to
the historic church
of St Wilfrid’s,
Ripon are set
to commence in
February. After some
successful concerts
and a new Parish
Priest, Canon Ian
Smith who is a fine
musician, St Wilfrid’s is also becoming known as
an international music venue. In October, the
Chamber Choir and Trombone Quartet of the
University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) joined forces
with Leeds Cathedral Choir for a gala concert
of Renaissance music and the refurbishment of
a quality pipe organ for the church is now well
underway.
One hundred and fifty years to the day after Robert
Cornthwaite, who became the first Bishop of
Leeds, had opened St Joseph’s, Tadcaster, Bishop
Marcus, the 10th Bishop of Leeds, celebrated Mass
to mark the anniversary and bless the church’s new
Jubilee stained glass window. Bishop Marcus was
wearing the pectoral cross and episcopal ring that

Faith and community through
the past, present and future
are represented in the stained
glass window to celebrate
the Tadcaster parish’s
Sesquicentenary.

had belonged to
Bishop Cornthwaite
and carrying Bishop
Cornthwaite’s crozier.
The Parish Priest,
Fr John Newman,
hosted the Mayor
of Tadcaster and
representatives from
Churches Together in
Tadcaster as well as
former Parish Priests
Canon Sean Gilligan
and Fr Michael Walsh.

Local campaigner
Prof Max Farrar, and
our own Justice and
Peace Commission
Chair, John Battle,
organised an event
at Killingbeck
Cemetery to
remember the 50th
anniversary of a tragic local miscarriage of justice.
David Oluwale was a homeless and vulnerable
British-Nigerian who in 1969 was hounded to
his death in the River Aire by two police officers.
When David’s body was retrieved from the
river, among the few items in his pocket was a
Rosary. He was laid to rest in a pauper’s grave
at Killingbeck; the only person at his funeral
was the priest. The Remembering Oluwale event
was attended by Detective Superintendent Carl
Galvin whose late father was Gary Galvin, a
young police cadet who risked his own career to
bring the senior officers to justice - and also by
Chief Superintendent Steve Cotter. Both are from
Catholic families in the diocese and spoke very
movingly.
A unique and largely ‘hidden’
treasure of our Diocese is
Myddelton Calvary in Ilkley
with its huge, stone Stations
of the Cross. Sited as it is in
historic woodland, it is often
used by those
who want to
find some peace
and quiet to
commune with the natural world.
The C19th carved gate to the
Calvary has been restored and two
Laudato ‘si pilgrimages have taken
place through the year.
Jesus meets his Mother: one of the C19th
Stations of the Cross from Myddelton.

Doing our bit for ‘Our Common home’: our ‘Green’
Gas for Business certificate shows that 59% of the
gas supplied by British Gas to the Diocese of Leeds
was generated by renewable sources.

Many flowers and herbs are
either named after Our Lady
or meant to symbolise her
attributes. An entire rockery
garden at Our Lady of the
Crag Chapel in Knaresborough
is devoted to such plants.
Congratulations are due to
Fr Mike Walsh, the then Parish Priest of Pateley
Bridge, the parishioners and all the members of
the local community whose efforts resulted in
the town winning a Gold Award from Britain
in Bloom! All the village projects, including
the new Stations of the Cross and the Grotto
at the Church of Our Lady
Immaculate, impressed the
judges for their sustainability
and community involvement
as well as the enthusiasm and
creativity behind them. The
story of Pateley Bridge’s success
featured in a BBC Two programme aired in March.
In a similar vein, congratulations
also to the Parishioners of
St Mary’s, Rothwell and
their Parish Priest, Fr Èamon
McGeough, on the Gold Medal
awarded to the church in the
Summer 2019 Leeds in Bloom
competition.
A warm ‘official’ welcome was extended to our
‘new’ Parish of St Mary’s, Knaresborough,
when Ampleforth Abbey decided to transfer its
ownership to the Diocese of Leeds. Although since
the foundation of the Diocese of Leeds in 1878,
the Parish has geographically and canonically
been within the Diocese, St Mary’s had been
served by the monks of the Benedictine Abbey
of Ampleforth since the late C18th. To ensure
continuity, the Benedictine Community has agreed
that the current Parish Priest, Fr William Wright
OSB, will continue to serve St Mary’s for a further
period of five years.
In accepting this gift fro
m the Benedictines,
Bishop Ma
A parish is the people, notrcus said:
meaningful way, St Mary’s the property. In every
parishioners have always
been full members of our
paper. With this formal diocesan family – except on
provided by Fr William transfer, and the continuity
Mary’s will continue to plaremaining as Parish Priest, St
y its important role in the
life
of our Diocese.

On Saturday 5 October the oldest Catholic place
of worship in Bradford was re-opened after the
completion of a major restoration scheme. St
Patrick’s Mission Church has been designated
by the Bishop as a centre for Catholic renewal in
Bradford city centre.

The day-to-day running of
the Mission is entrusted to
the Franciscan Friars of
the Renewal, who are now
well-known in the city for
their service to the poor and
vulnerable. In addition to
the refurbished convent and
presbytery, the church itself
is now lit, heated, renovated, and a new organ
installed – all thanks to significant grants and to the
fundraising efforts of the Friends of St Patrick’s
Mission.
Heartfelt thanks to ALL the grant-awarding
bodies which funded this reopening!

www.stpatricksmission.co.uk

St Patrick’s dates back to 1853,
but a new era for the church
was inaugurated with Mass
celebrated by Bishop Marcus
with a capacity congregation
of around 500, formed of
Catholics from the local area,
former parishioners, invited
guests representing the wider
community in Bradford, and representatives of
grant awarding bodies.
The Mission consists
of three main
elements: the
soup kitchen and
clothing bank run
by the Friars and
used by around 100
people every week;
a Centre for
Evangelisation
with daily Adoration, weekday-only Mass,
Confessions and events for those who work in
and visit Bradford’s city centre; and the final
element in development is as a Centre for
Bradford’s Catholic History and Heritage
to enable descendants
of the many Irish,
Italian and German
Catholics who were the
first parishioners of St
Patrick’s to reconnect
with the faith of their
ancestors.

The next project for which St Patrick’s Mission
will be fundraising is one from more recent
history but will touch the hearts of many
Catholic Bradfordians. Almost £20,000 is
needed to install the War Memorial Pietà
preserved from the redundant Catholic
church of St Mary’s and create a Book of
Remembrance listing the names of the Fallen
from both former parishes.

Good Governance is effectively how we
interact with one other. By having best practices
in Safeguarding and Health and Safety
we can provide a welcoming, safe and secure
environment for everyone in our Diocese. The
cooperation between the Curia and parishes in
developing financial disciplines now provides
our Diocese with a more secure future.
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Safeguarding

As a diocese we are committed to safeguarding
children, young people and vulnerable adults in
accordance with Civil Law and Church policy.
The Diocese of Leeds Safeguarding Office
and the 135 safeguarding volunteers who
work in parishes, promote good working
practices for all activities and events involving
children and adults who may be at risk. This
is in accordance with national policies and
procedures.
A key part of creating a safe environment
is assisting those involved in diocesan and
parish ministry to undertake Disclosure and
Barring Service (DBS) checks. In 2017 the DBS
‘eligibility decision tool’, alongside descriptions
of individual roles, has been used to ensure
compliance with the legislation. DBS checks
are undertaken at the appropriate level for
different roles within the Church.

Safeguarding Commission

The Leeds Catholic Safeguarding
Commission has independent members made
up of senior health care professionals, senior
Probation and Social Care Officers, and an
Inspector from West Yorkshire Police in addition
to members of the clergy and laity from within
the Diocese.
The Commission’s focus is specifically upon:
• The management of allegations and concerns
including referral to statutory agencies.
• The management of risk for those who
have been subject to concerns, allegations or
convictions which are relevant to
safeguarding.

• Responding to the individual needs of those
affected by abuse within the Church.
• Safeguarding information by ensuring that
advice and training are available, up to date
and accessible.
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Safeguarding and and Wales
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Our churches and associated
parish buildings play a central role in our
spiritual and social lives and are often significant
local landmarks in the wider community. The
Diocesan Property team works with parishes
and schools to ensure that refurbishments and
maintenance take full account of the needs
of the users, the historic architecture of the
buildings and accessibility.
We all have a part to play in our own
others’ Health and Safety.

and

or
To report Health and Safety concernss on
for general advice talk to Barry Lewi
0113 361 8058

Data Protection

New data collection and retention requirements
came into force in May 2018 under the General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Our
Data Protection Officer is Robert Finnigan. He
can provide practical guidance and support on
the new Data Protection Regulations across the
Diocese. He may be contacted via email at
DPO@dioceseofleeds.org.uk or by telephone
on 0113 261 8031.
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Fundraising
Grant Funding
Income from Grant Funding is a significant alternative source of funding to offset the cost of works and projects
across the Diocese of Leeds. Income from grants increased to £346k in the year ended 31 March 2019, reflecting
improvements in our collective awareness and skills in making applications to grant awarding bodies.
The application process is a relatively high resource and time consuming activity to which the Finance Department
is committed to supporting our parishes. The Department participates in the national inter-diocesan group on
fundraising to share and develop ideas to help finance future projects. Examples of parish and Curia projects,
partially funded by grants, include:

Ripon, St Wilfrid
Howden, Sacred Heart
Clifford, St Edward King & Confessor
Bradford, Mary Mother of God
Osterley Fund for Seminary Fees

£k
90
46
12
10
50

Fundraisers, funders and fund recipients at
St Patrick’s Mission

Second Collections
The work of our Church is expressed through national and local organisations working within our parishes and
through the work of parishioners. As a diocese we support this work by giving our time through volunteering and
financially through the Second Collections that are taken throughout the year.
The table below lists the national and international Church charities and also the local and diocesan causes which
we supported through our Second Collections in the year ended 31 March 2019.

National and International Charities
Apostleship of the Sea
CAFOD
Catholic Communications
Catholic Education Service
Day for Life
Holy Places
Home Mission Sunday
Peter’s Pence
Racial Justice
World Misson Sunday (APF)

£k
17
61
12
12
15
23
12
16
7
17

Local and Diocesan Charities
Catholic Care
Crib Offerings
Peru Mission Fund
Poor Mission Fund
Priests’ Retirement Fund
Priests’ Training Fund
Refugee Crisis
Youth Service

Total Second Collections

357

£k
30
5
23
18
27
30
20
12

Financial Review
Year ended 31 March 2019
Our diocese exists to support the Mission of the Catholic Church. As a registered Charity this is expressed in our four
principal objectives:
•
•
•
•

the advancement of the Catholic Religion;
the promotion of Catholic Teaching in the Diocese and beyond;
the provision and care of Priests; and
the maintenance of Churches, Presbyteries and Schools.

Fulfilling these objectives requires good stewardship. This is summarised in our Financial Strategy by eliminating
the net debt in the Diocese and by continuing to work together to bring expenditure into line with income on
an annual sustainable cash basis. The Strategy recognises the need to invest in meeting our Mission and make to
appropriate investments in our places of worship.

Net Operating Expenditure

2019

2018

£k

£k

11,389

10,910

(11,533)

(11,118)

(144)

(208)

The Diocese has reported a small net operating expenditure. We continue, however, to invest in our places of
worship, and other parish properties, and this has been maintained at £1.6m.
The income chart below illustrates all of our income sources and the expenditure chart illustrates how it is allocated
across our four principal charitable objectives.

2019 Expenditure

2019 Income
£k
4,314
862
1,072
815
833
1,046
1,682
765

£k
2,417
1,562
2,540
4,040
974

Offertories
Gift Aid
Legacies and Donations
Special Collections
Investment Income
Charitable Activities
Trading Activities
Other

Advancement of Catholic Religion
Promotion of Catholic Teaching
Care of Priests
Maintenance of Properties
Trading Activity, Interest & Investment Costs

11,533

11,389

Net resources increased in the year by £3,233k. The net operating expenditure in the year of £144k is explained
above. The increase in net resources in the year is principally due to increases in the market value of investments of
£632k, gains on the sale of assets of £2,007k and the revaluation of investment properties of £738k.

twenty one

Assessment Levy
Parishes make a contribution in support of the work of the Curia through the Annual Assessment. These monies are
used, for example, to support men training for the priesthood and priests who have retired from active ministry.
Funds are also used for diocesan education and youth programmes including our school choirs and university
chaplaincies. The Curia compliments the work of our parishes through ministries such as Family Life and Catechesis.
Funds are also allocated for Safeguarding and Health and Safety to ensure we have the best training and support
for all our parishes. There are other costs on governance and audit that the law requires the Diocese, as a registered
charity, to incur. Curia staff constantly review their costs to ensure that the monies received from parishes are
wisely spent.

2019
£k
(973)

2018
£k
815

1,678 1,925
5,427 3,853
(1,358) (1,681)
4,774

4,912

During the year the Diocese repaid its outstanding bank loans and now has a net cash balance. The cash balance
includes Department for Education grants that are project-managed by the Diocese on behalf of schools. Cash
generated by the Diocese amounted to £4.8m during the year.

Diocesan Net Cash/(Debt) £K
1,666
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