170,000 Catholics
5 Counties

12 Deaneries
110 Churches
1 Cathedral
1,900 Square Miles

79 Parishes

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,
The Douay-Rheims version of the Latin Vulgate Bible
translates 1 Corinthians 13:2 as:
‘…though I have all faith, so that I could remove
mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.’
The Latin word for charity used in that version is
‘caritas’. In September, I was delighted to launch
Caritas Leeds, bringing together in a spirit of cooperation Catholic charities, associations and other
groups in our Diocese which have the Gospel at their
heart and seek to be at the service of the poor and
those with various needs.
The word ‘charity’ has many modern-day meanings.
This year’s Annual Review is structured to reflect
how we, as a registered charity, fulfil our charitable
purposes in ways great and small throughout the
Homes, Schools and Parishes that comprise our
Diocese. The Review acknowledges just a small
selection of the charitable works you support or in
which you engage: often unseen and unsung, but
always appreciated.
The true meaning of ‘charity’ in St Paul’s Letter to
the Corinthians is quite simply ‘self-sacrificial love’.
To manifest the love of God through our love of
others is what underpins every aspect of our Catholic
faith.
The Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ is the symbol of
that self-sacrificial love; this is why all the members
of this Diocese, faithful, religious and clergy, should
always look to and follow His Cross.

In 1994, the ‘Diocesan Curia’ coat of arms
designed in 1957 was slightly altered to
become the arms of the Diocese of Leeds: a
silver fleur-de-lys on a blue background for
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Patroness of
the Diocese of Leeds; a gold crozier for St
Wilfrid, Patron of the Diocese; a small green
shield with white rose for the ‘County of
Broad Acres’ and ‘Yorkshire White Rose’.
The new design incorporates a crozier and
processional Cross.

Coats of arms may sound
mediaeval, but ours is far
from anachronistic; it serves
the same unifying purpose
as a country’s flag, or a
team’s logo. The Diocesan
Curia includes the Bishop’s
team of professionals who
assist him with the business
and administration of the
Diocese, freeing him to
perform his pastoral duties. The purpose of the Curia
is to serve and support not only the Bishop, but all
the clergy and laity in our diverse Homes, Schools and
Parishes, united in our One Diocese by Love of God and
Love of Neighbour.

Pray for me, as I do for you.
Your brother and servant in Christ,

Our Four Charitable Purposes
• Advancement of the Catholic Religion
• Promotion of Catholic Teaching
• Provision and Care of Priests
• Provision and Maintenance of Churches,
Presbyteries and Schools

Our Volunteers

Like Parishes and Schools,
the Curia relies on volunteers
of all ages and welcomes
applications for work
experience.
Finance, Education and
Communications have recently
benefitted from the hard
work and talent of Ilkley
parishioner, Seumas Cram: qualified in Law and
Philosophy and now a trainee solicitor in Leeds.
In developing a new Diocesan website, we were
very fortunate in securing the voluntary services
of Cathedral Organ Scholar, Callum Tempest,
as a Digital Consultant over the summer before
taking up a place to study Economics at Bristol
University.
All volunteers in the Diocese are our oftenunsung heroes, quietly fulfilling their own
ministries behind the scenes and for no
material reward. Contact communications@
dioceseofleeds.org.uk for opportunities to tell
us of selfless work that needs acknowledging,
send us your Good News stories, or discuss ways
to volunteer.

‘My children’s education gained so
much from the Diocese of Leeds
Schools Singing Programme that even
after they went off to college, I’ve still
continued to volunteer as a chaperone
and treasurer to our Bradford choirs.’
(Helen Williams, Parish of St Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross, Shipley)

St. Mary’s, Halifax

‘As a ‘’Google Trusted Photographer’’
I take Street-View styled 360 degree
walk-throughs to be added to Google
Maps. I got a new camera for my
birthday, so my present for the Diocese’s
planned new website will be
walk-throughs of our Cathedral and all
our churches.’
(Steve Vink, Our Lady of Victories and St
Anne’s Parish, Keighley)

We interpret advancement of the Catholic Religion as
where we boldly proclaim our Catholic Faith and spread
it abroad: through the diversity and quality of our Liturgy
and Music; by being seen and heard on Pilgrimage;
through our annual Leeds Cathedral Lectures; in our own
wider communities; in the press and in TV and Radio
broadcasts.

professionally to the editorial changes in tone and
repertoire necessitated by the shocking events
overnight, it was particularly appropriate to hear
young girls’ voices sensitively and prayerfully raised
in memory of those of similar ages who had been
killed and injured in the attack.

Latin Masses in the Extraordinary
Form (EF) continue to be wellattended. The first EF wedding
took place at St Joseph’s, Bradford,
which was also where Bishop
Marcus bestowed the Sacrament
of Confirmation on 2 young
people who had asked for the Old
Rite. At the Cathedral, the Bishop
also offered his first EF Mass:
a Requiem for his deceased
predecessors as Bishop of Leeds.

Liturgy and Music

Throughout the year, our Diocesan Choirs have broadcast
our Catholic liturgy and music via some of the BBC’s
most august institutions. Bradford Catholic Youth
Choirs enhanced the
dignity and warmth of
a Mass celebrated by
Fr Timothy Whitwell
with a lively homily
from Fr Michael Hall on
BBC Radio 4’s flagship
religious worship series,
‘Sunday Worship’
which came live from
St Joseph’s, Bradford
for ‘Guy Fawkes Night’.
A further broadcast in
this series is planned
with the Huddersfield
Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs at St Patrick’s Church, Huddersfield.
Christmas Eve will see Midnight Mass transmitted live on
BBC One from Leeds Cathedral.
Children in our Schools Singing Programme are instilled
with a sense of the beauty of holiness and how music can
be a means of evangelisation and comfort far beyond
our own Catholic communities. A most moving example
of this was when Leeds Trinity Cathedral Girls’ Choir
sang for the BBC Radio 4 ‘Daily Service’ the day after
the Manchester Arena bombing. As well as responding

Our parish and school choirs also witness by
participation in the wider, secular community
in music competitions across our region. At the
Holmfirth Music Festival, Huddersfield Girls’ Choir
swept the board last autumn and were placed again
this year. They have also enjoyed a successful visit to
sing at Hexham Abbey.

More than 100 children from the
Schools Singing Programme were in the
winning and placed choirs at Rothwell
Music Festival:
St Benedict’s, Garforth
St Joseph’s, Moorthorpe
St Joseph’s, Castleford
St John the Baptist, Normanton
Sacred Heart, Hemsworth
Holy Family and St Michael’s, Pontefract
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Leeds

Organists’
Training
Programme

After just
over a year,
the Organists’
Training
Programme
in partnership
with the
Royal College
of Organists
has already
exceeded its
targets: with
33 youngsters
and 8 adults
now learning under David Pipe’s tuition.

During the summer, Winfried Bönig (Cologne
Cathedral) and Adriano Falcioni (Perugia
Cathedral) gave very successful masterclasses
as part of our Cathedral Organ Recitals. Next
year’s masterclasses will be given by Friedhelm
Flamme (Detmold, Germany) and Gonny van
der Maten (Haarlem, Netherlands). They
will be part of the first Leeds International
Organ Festival: a new venture which Assistant
Organist, Caius Lee, has been instrumental
in planning with Director of Music, Benjamin
Saunders.
Other significant
partnerships include
Leeds Trinity
University and Notre
Dame University in
Indiana both unique
in the UK and USA
respectively as the
first universities to
sponsor children’s
choirs from their
local communities.
Another of the Music Department’s partners
is the University of Texas, El Paso. On a
recent visit to Leeds, their Chamber Choir and
Trombone Quartet augmented the Bradford
Youth Choir leading the music at this year’s
Mass at Ripon Cathedral in honour of Our Lady
and St Wilfrid.

Diocese of Leeds Music

Pilgrimages

The Holy Land Pilgrims from 14 parishes
across the Diocese joined Bishop Marcus,
Fr Matthew Habron, Deacon Joseph Cortis
and Deacon David Arblaster (Leeds Diocesan
representative of Friends of the Holy Land)
on the annual pilgrimage to the holy sites
graced by the life and ministry of Our Lord,
developing a better understanding of the
challenges
faced by
Christians living
in Palestine and
Israel.

‘Next year is the 80th Anniversary of our
Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes,
and also the 160th Anniversary of Our Lady’s
apparitions to Bernadette. This year, we
numbered well over 600 pilgrims, half of
whom were young people from our schools.
It’s astonishing to see the faith of our
pilgrims flourishing visibly in the week, it’s
also a significant sign of the unity within our
Diocese which pilgrimage encourages…’
(Fr Phillip Hall, Lourdes Pilgrimage Director)

Walsingham An even bigger than usual group
travelled to Walsingham with Bishop Marcus
and clergy including Pilgrimage Director, Fr
Benjamin Griffiths.

Fountains Abbey

A congregation
of more than
500 braved
the weather to
attend the Mass
for the Feast of
St Benedict.

Although smaller in
numbers, some pilgrims
spent the two days
previous to the Mass
walking the 36 miles of our
newest annual ‘Camino’
devised by Holy Redeemer,
Huddersfield, parishioner
Stephen Habron. St Wilfrid’s Way began with a
Pilgrims’ Mass at Leeds
Cathedral courtesy of the
Dean, Mgr Philip Moger,
and ended with Mass at
St Mary’s, Knaresborough,
celebrated with Fr William
Wright. The second day
began with another
Pilgrims’ Mass celebrated
by Fr Eamonn Hegarty at the Chapel of Our Lady of the
Crag, which was specially opened by members of its
Trust.

Friars on the BBC

Ripon and St Wilfrid’s Way
The second Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Ripon
was every bit as well-attended as the first one in
the Year of Mercy with standing-room only in Ripon
Cathedral. Around one thousand pilgrims – about
half of them from Years 5 and 6 in our Catholic
schools packed the Cathedral, where this year’s
Mass in honour of Our Lady and St Wilfrid was
celebrated by Episcopal Vicar for Education, Canon
Tim Swinglehurst, and Vicar General Mgr Paul Fisher
preached the Homily. A new composition, Missa
Mundi, by Leeds Cathedral’s Composer in Residence,
John Duggan, was sung by Bradford Catholic Youth
Choir. After Mass, several hundred of the young
people processed from the Cathedral to Fountains
Abbey with their school banners.

On Holy Thursday 2017, well over one million viewers
watched the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal at St
Patrick’s Mission in Bradford’s Westgate in a prime-time,
hour-long documentary on BBC One.
A BBC crew followed the Friars’ work in the Diocese,
as they delivered Christ’s message in Bradford and
provided practical and spiritual help: especially for
those who are homeless, vulnerable, or in difficult
situations. Operating from St Pio Friary, the refurbished
St Patrick’s
presbytery
and convent,
they run a
dining room
and clothesswap visited
by around
200 homeless
people each
week, with
usually 100
coming to
Christmas
Dinner.
With their special brand of humour and ability to
engage the support and generosity of local businesses
and volunteers, the Friars are breathing new life and
joy into St Patrick’s Mission, preserving the history and
heritage of Bradford’s oldest and now only remaining
city-centre Catholic church.

The BBC also
interviewed the
Bishop and Fr Chris
Angel as well as
several parishioners
who remembered
St Patrick’s Day
celebrations in years past. These were
illustrated with short clips of rare black
and white footage provided by the Leeds
Diocesan
Archives
which show
the scale
of other
Feasts and
Festivals in
the Catholic
history of
Bradford.
The culmination of the programme was St
Patrick’s Day Mass, celebrated by Bishop
Marcus, where the unlit, unheated church
was filled with more than 300 people.
At the Mass, the Friends of St Patrick’s
Mission was launched to raise funds to
redevelop St Patrick’s Mission Church as
a Centre for Evangelisation, serving the
spiritual needs of visitors and all those who
live, work or shop in the city centre.

‘Catholicism in Bradford is
here to stay, and here to
grow!’
(Bishop Marcus,
St Patrick’s Day 2017)

Preaching the Gospel in our increasingly
secularised world is counter-cultural so our Catholic
schools, their leaders and staff, are evangelising
communities which have the courage, confidence
and conviction to maintain a Catholic ethos and
uphold the Church’s teachings on faith and morality.
The liturgical, sacramental and spiritual life of the
school is enlivened by effective liaison between
home, school and parish.
Here is just a small selection of Schools’ News
from the past year:
Richmond Hill
Working with
educational
charity ‘Debate
Mate’, 100
students from
Mount St
Mary’s Catholic
High School,
are achieving
success in
schools debates.
MSM’s teams came 1st out of 10 Leeds schools and
9th out of 150 schools countrywide in the Urban
Debate League. In the finals, they received the
highest score outside London and were invited to
participate in ‘The Big Debate’ for Comic Relief,
with celebrity guests including Bill Gates, Jon Snow
and Emma Thompson.
Dewsbury St Paulinus’ School now has a school
farm where the children help take care of three
goats, ten chickens and two French lop-eared
rabbits. Congratulations are also due to the school
for their Section 48 Report which found their
Religious Education to be ‘outstanding’!

Skipton Pupils
from Year 5 at St
Stephen’s School
were complimented
on their excellent
behaviour as they
enjoyed a four-day
school pilgrimage
to Assisi, visiting
San Damiano, Santa
Di Angelo and the
Basilica San Francesco.
North Featherstone
Swimming teacher at
St Wilfrid’s Catholic
Academy, Denise Hall, was celebrating the success of
one of her Year 12 students. Layla Black was selected
as the youngest team member to swim for England
at the 2017 Commonwealth Youth Games in the
Bahamas.
Armley Bishop Marcus blessed the new Prayer
Garden at Holy Family School. Making the garden
required the removal of 10 tons of earth! It was
designed, built, and is cared for by members of the
School and Parish community with help and gifts
from the local business community, including a new
stone altar donated by Mone Brothers.
Illingworth Children, staff and parents at St
Malachy’s Catholic Primary were delighted to
welcome BBC ‘Songs of Praise’ filming them
completing 40 Lenten Challenges they had set for
themselves. Parents and members of the local
community were able to join in as their prayers,
attached to balloons, were released heavenwards.

Huddersfield All Saints’ Catholic College has
a brand new school building which will replace
the former St Gregory’s and St Augustine’s
Schools that had stood on the site for more
than 50 years. The multi-million pound building
was officially opened and blessed by Bishop
Marcus, who
celebrated
Mass, with
a Homily
preached by
the school’s
new Chaplain,
Fr Anthony
Rosso.

The SSP has expanded into the Wakefield and
Pontefract Deanery and the newly-formed
Bishop Konstant Youth Choir sang its first Mass
at St Austin’s, Wakefield.

Menston
Special
mention
should
be given to St Mary’s, Menston: still the
best at sending their Good News stories
and photographs to communications@
dioceseofleeds.org.uk
Congratulations to
Diocesan Director of
Education, Angela
Cox, on her OBE!

Diocese of Leeds Schools Singing
Programme (SSP)

In a Catholic school, the entire curriculum is
underpinned by, and expresses, Catholic beliefs
and values. The liturgical year is the basis for
the school’s spiritual life and gives shape and
rhythm to the academic calendar.
One unique education and evangelisation
through music provision, which began in
the Diocese of Leeds, is our Schools Singing
Programme. Our Diocese has the largest church
programme of choral music for young people
in the United Kingdom. Our Choral Directors
work with some 3500 children weekly (over 100
groups across 53 schools), and the benefits to
schools and children are to be seen in better
academic and social outcomes – and even in
better Ofsted reports! Opportunities range from
regular broadcasting experience to performing
with world-renowned professional musicians
such as the Gabrieli Consort.

Diocese of Leeds Schools Singing
Programme ensures the future of
our…
6 boys’ choirs
6 girls’ choirs
5 mixed children’s choirs
2 youth choirs
3 university choirs
1 adult Cathedral choir
…plus Parish Choirs large & small…

Youth Ministry

To deliver the Bishop’s vision of ongoing and
continuing youth ministry programmes in
parishes and schools across the Diocese, a new
Youth team has been recruited to assist Director
of Youth Services, Fr Marc Homsey.

Higher Education

The Diocese of Leeds was the venue for Youth 2000,
hosted at Leeds Trinity University, one of only three
universities with a modern-day Catholic foundation.
This year, the former Trinity and All Saints’ College,
which has had full university status since 2012,
celebrated its 50th Anniversary with many events and
with Masses at Westminster and Leeds Cathedrals.

The new Leeds Trinity University Chaplain is Fr Peter
Kravos who is also Chaplain to Leeds and Leeds Beckett
Universities.
This year, Bradford University Chaplaincy moved to be
based at St Joseph’s Church where University Chaplain,
Fr Chris Angel, is Parish Priest and where the students
can be part of parish life. Huddersfield University has
an ecumenical chaplaincy, the Catholic representative
being Deacon Keith Ballard who is exploring working
in partnership with the Media department to
produce videos on the Permanent Diaconate. A good
relationship with that department was established
when a recent graduate interviewed Fr Anthony
Rosso for a final year dissertation on ‘Christianity and
Celebrity’, receiving 1st class honours for the piece.

Lifelong Learning
The youth team are helping with sacramental work
and developing an exciting scheme for 11-16 year
olds. Working with school chaplains, head teachers
and clergy, ‘Faith in Action’ for young people postconfirmation will be launched in the new year to
encourage students in this age group to continue
their engagement with parishes and communities
whilst discerning how they can use their talents
in the service of God. Youth officers have also
supported young people on pilgrimage to Lourdes
and Walsingham as well as World Youth Day and
Revelation events at the Cathedral.
Leeds Diocesan Youth Service
LEEDS_YOUTH
@LeedsDYS

Education does not start and finish in a learning
institution, but in our families and parishes
throughout our Diocesan community. Inspired by
Bishop Marcus’ vision of education as a lifelong
Christ-centred endeavour, our Vicariate for
Education comprises a team of specialists that
includes adult catechesis and family life ministry
alongside schools and Religious Education.
Family Life Ministry recognises that parents and
extended family are the first educators of children
and the ‘first heralds’ of the Gospel. Our life-long
learning as Christians is further encouraged amongst
teenagers and young adults by our new Youth
Ministry team, whilst adult formation continues with
the work and training of Catechists in our parishes.
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Family Life Ministry

Over the last eighteen months, 18 new
Parenting Facilitators have been trained under
our Diocesan Parenting Project, exceeding the
initial target of 12 in two years. Our Diocesan
Parenting Co-ordinator has recruited another
approved trainer, and is currently Family Life
Advisor to the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales (CBCEW).

Two of the first six facilitators in the Keighley
and Skipton Deanery have been filmed for the
national Celebrating Family Fund as they ran
their first course. The courses are based on
Catholic values of respect and the primacy of
the parental right to choose in their children’s
best interests. The Celebrating Family Fund of
the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales
has granted additional funding to embed
the newly-trained facilitators in engaged and
supportive school and parish communities,
encouraging parents in their vital role as
leaders of the ‘domestic Church’.
In addition, Family Life Ministry is working
alongside families and schools to establish
relationships and also within parishes to
encourage parental engagement with Baptism
preparation courses. Families from the Diocese
hope to be present at the World Meeting of
Families in Dublin (21-26 August 2018).

Catechesis

Fifteen people from our Diocese who had been
studying since 2014, successfully completed
our Foundations in Faith Course (Catholic
Certificate in Religious Studies) and were
presented with their certificates by Bishop
Marcus. In September 2017, 22 more students
enrolled on the course.
A group of catechists and clergy have written
the new resources and established a timetable
and programme to support the preparation
of children aged 9-11 (Years 5 and 6) for the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Several of our
parishes are now interested in developing
Family Catechesis as a way of families
supporting each other to prepare their children
to receive the Sacraments. A collaboration
using the expertise of Catechesis and Family
Life Ministry, 27 people completed the first
presentation of this course and have signed
up for the second. New resources suitable for
the younger age group have been written and
next year there will be further days to assist
catechists in delivering the programme.
The Confirmation Resources will be ready
by early 2018. Prayer is at the heart of our
relationship with Jesus, and a series of prayer
videos to accompany the resources will be
produced next year by students at St John
Fisher, Dewsbury, and All Saints’, Huddersfield,
in partnership with Diocesan Communications.
The first Prayer Guides course in the Diocese is
currently underway at the Briery in Ilkley.
This formation will support and inform
the ideas and enthusiasm which was so
much in evidence at the first ever Diocesan
Evangelisation Forum which was held at our
Pastoral Centre, Hinsley Hall.
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Vocations

A prayer card for
Vocations to the
priesthood and
consecrated life is
being produced, as we
continue to pray that
men and women of
any age will discern
God’s call.

Seminarians

There are currently five seminarians. Three
are studying at the Venerable English College
in Rome: Ben Hilton, Sean Elliott and Alan
Wasowski. Alex Noad is a second-year student
at Oscott College in Birmingham. The Diocese’s
newest seminarian is Chris Butler, former Chief
Executive of an NHS Trust and a regular member
of nursing staff on the Lourdes Pilgrimage, who
has begun his studies at the Beda in Rome.

Ordinations

There have been two ordinations to the
priesthood at Leeds Cathedral this summer.
Fr Elliott Wright’s
ordination has been
followed by further
study in Rome and a
placement in the Congo.

Fr Joshua
Hilton is our
most recentlyordained priest.
He celebrated
his first Mass
at St Joseph’s,
Pontefract and
is now Assistant
Priest at St
John Mary Vianney Parish in Leeds. His brother,
Benjamin, is the next of our seminarians to be
ordained.
Communications
in the Service of
Evangelisation
was the Bishop’s
priority at
this year’s
Junior Clergy
Conference in
Rome. Clergy
ordained for
10 years or less
discussed ways
to spread the Gospel using press and media.
Communications was also the subject for Ongoing
Formation Training led by Fr Simon Bradbury, with
a session on Finance to follow.

Elliott became aware
of his vocation to the
priesthood at the age
of 14. He went on to
study at the Venerable
English College in Rome
from where the offspin bowler has
since returned
on occasion to
his native West
Yorkshire as part
of the Vatican’s
cricket team: St
Peter’s XI.
New Chapter Canons and Honorary Canon installed at Leeds
Cathedral were Canon Tim Wiley, Canon Ian Smith and Honorary
Canon David Smith. Also installed during the year were Honorary
Canon Tim Swinglehurst and Chapter Canon Michael Mahady.

Congratulations
to Sr Rose Mary
of Wood Hall,
Wetherby, on
her Platinum
Anniversary: oldest
and longestprofessed Carmelite
in the UK!

Fr Paul Redmond’s Ruby Anniversary Mass was celebrated by
his friend Cardinal Anders Arborelius, straight after having
become one of Pope Francis’s newest Cardinals.

Many of our 53 retired clergy continue to support
our parishes. Mass is offered daily at our pastoral
centre, Hinsley Hall, by retired priests living at
Hinsley Court and at Mount St Joseph’s. Another
initiative being taken forward in the coming
year is for those priests who wish, and are able
to do so, to become part-time Chaplains to older
laity, especially those in care homes, thereby
continuing their priestly ministry by being able to
hear Confessions and celebrate Mass as well as to
befriend and support Catholic laity of their own
age group.

The work of our Altar Servers
is always appreciated.

Congratulations to all our Jubilarians: particularly to Mgr John
Murphy – 70 years a priest! He had a Mass and celebration at
Mount St Joseph’s.

Daily celebration of Mass at Hinsley Hall,
courtesy of our retired clergy!
The role of our Altar
Servers is always
appreciated.

Alan Salada and James
Aitchison have been
accepted to train for the
Permanent Diaconate.

Today’s priests and their parishioners are
the inheritors of a long and proud tradition.
Fr Nicholas Hird is compiling a biographical
dictionary recording in detail the lives of all
the priests who have served our Diocese since it
was created in 1878. Many of their stories are
both fascinating and inspiring; they tell of men
who battled against adversity of many kinds to
establish a presence of the Church across much of
Yorkshire, in both town and country.

Responsibility for our Listed churches rests with
the Diocesan Historic Churches Committee in
conjunction with the Art, Architecture and
Heritage Committee, preserving, restoring and
renewing the fabric and furnishings of our
churches.
At a Mass
celebrating the
80th Anniversary
of Leeds SVP
in the Parish of
Christ the King,
Bramley, Bishop
Marcus blessed
the church’s new
organ. Incense is
used to bless an
organ, as water even Holy Water
- is likely to cause
damage!
The new multi-million
pound school building for
Huddersfield’s
All Saints’ Catholic College
was funded through the
Government’s Priority School
Building Programme.

Work has now begun on a new extension at Sacred
Heart, Bingley, to provide level access into church,
with an accessible meeting room and facilities.
St Patrick’s, Birstall, has had a similarly extensive
programme of renovation, with part of the
presbytery reconfigured to provide more facilities
for parish work and events, bringing all ages
together after Sunday Mass.
Batley Torchlight Procession will return in 2018,
after grants and Parish fundraising enabling work
to renew and restore the plaster ceiling at St Mary
of the Angels, Batley, has now eliminated the need
for safety netting!

St Wilfrid’s, Ripon has secured
the first stage of Heritage Lottery
Funding for a major restoration
project. St Wilfrid’s is one of
three churches in our Diocese
which have been cited by English
Heritage as among the very best
examples of Catholic church
architecture in the country: the
others are St Edward’s, Clifford,
and also our Cathedral.
Our Diocesan Pastoral Centre, Hinsley Hall, has
received the accolade of Three Gold Stars from
the AA and was particularly commended for
our friendly and welcoming staff. Hinsley Hall is
available for parish and school use and bookings
can be made via: http://hinsley-hall.co.uk/
and 0113 261 8000

Leeds Catholic Cemetery,
Killingbeck

Also administered by the Diocesan
Property Department, the caring and
compassionate service at Leeds Catholic
Cemetery provides more than just the
land and administration for Catholic
burials and cremations. This year
the Killingbeck team have faced the
challenges of finding sensitive solutions
to ongoing practical and Health and
Safety issues. A programme of testing
the stability of memorials will also
commence in the coming year to ensure
the safety of those visiting loved ones’
graves.

The burial and cremation registers have been
digitised, providing information of use to
families, and for historical research.
Like painting the Forth Bridge, the often
thankless struggle to keep up with the evergrowing grass will continue to occupy staff
every day and in all weathers! A personal
approach has been adopted: call Andy to
notify him of your visit and cemetery staff will
cut the grass around the relevant grave area.

To contact Bereavement
Services Manager
Andy Storrs and his
team at Killingbeck
Catholic Cemetery, call
0113 264 5247 or email
killingbeck@
dioceseofleeds.org.uk
8.00am to 4.00pm
Monday-Friday
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First headstone at Killingbeck

The life of any diocese is decidedly in the here
and now in the daily lives of the People of God
in today’s world; but at the same time it is rooted
in its history and its heritage. Not least we are
bound to honour the memory of all those who
have played their part in building up the Diocese
of Leeds as it is today, and who have ‘Gone
before us, marked with the sign of Faith’ – be
they clergy, religious or laity.
The Archives of the Diocese play a crucial role
in preserving an historical record to inform
what the local Church does today. Records of
various kinds which serve as the raw material for
studying and writing about the history of the
Diocese are continually being deposited, making
the archives an important educational resource.
The Archives will soon have a digital record
of Catholic church building in the West Riding
from 1793 to 1916. Important historical work is
also being done in parishes across the Diocese.
Huddersfield Catholic History Group has been
in existence for one year, aiming to collect and
record the history of the area’s churches and
communities. The group can be contacted via:
hfdcathhistgp@gmail.com
The past year has seen the publication of a new
biography of Bishop Gordon Wheeler, Bishop of
Leeds from 1966 to 1985, by Dr James Hagerty.
The subject of Dr Hagerty’s forthcoming book
is to celebrate the Centenary of the Catholic
Bishopric of the Forces: ‘Priests in Uniform:
Catholic Military Chaplains to the British Forces in
the First World War’.

As the commemorations of the 1914-18 War
centenaries continue, more than twenty pilgrims,
mainly from Heckmondwike and Cleckheaton
led by Fr Nicholas Hird and Dewsbury parishioner
Peter Bennett have visited Great War cemeteries
to remember the fallen of the Catholic
community. The pilgrimage was part of a project
aiming to identify Catholics remembered on the
war memorials located in Spen Valley towns.
Based on the research carried out by Fr Nicholas
and the Spen Valley Historical Society, the graves
of eleven of the sixteen casualties identified as
former parishioners were visited.
A Book of Remembrance will accompany the War
Memorial Pieta, the font, and other treasured
artefacts from the former St Mary’s Church,
Bradford, which are to be carefully moved this
year into their new and permanent home across
the city in St Patrick’s Mission Church. This Grade
ll* Listed Building, dating from 1853, exemplifies
Bishop Marcus’ plans for the Church’s continuing
mission in the heart of Bradford. As Mgr John
Dunne’s research on the history of his native
Bradford’s Catholic community progresses, we
shall learn more.
Not only are our former churches gaining a new
lease of life, but some have been sensitively
adapted for community uses. One former
Catholic school has also now been redeveloped as
affordable, key worker, housing. St Michael’s, in
what is now known as Leeds’ ‘Clarendon Quarter’,
was built and run by the Jesuits in 1909 and closed
in 2008. It was affectionately remembered by its
‘old boys’ who attended the opening of the new
development, including former School Captain
Fr Gerald Creasey and former Director of the
Diocesan Trustee, Robin Smith.

Within the boundaries of our Diocese,
but formerly part of Ampleforth Abbey’s
estates, is the tiny Chapel of Our Lady of
the Crag. This architectural gem was hewn
out of the cliff face in Knaresborough in
1408, in thanksgiving by a local stonemason
for his son’s life being spared in a rock
fall. The Chapel of Our Lady of the Crag
Trust has now been in existence for a
year. It is made up of local members and
is committed to maintaining the chapel as
a place of pilgrimage and prayer. http://
chapelofourladyofthecrag.btck.co.uk/
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As one of Britain’s mediaeval Wayside Shrines, it was
appropriate that those walking the new St Wilfrid’s Way
‘Camino’ en route to Ripon could attend Mass celebrated at
the Chapel.

In response to the Holy Father’s desire for
Dioceses to have a sustainable legacy from
the Year of Mercy, Bishop Marcus has launched
our Diocesan Caritas. He has appointed Deacon
Joseph Cortis to coordinate the work of this
umbrella organisation, bringing together
all the Catholic charitable parish groups,
associations and chaplaincies in the spirit of
co-operation and for grass-roots sharing of
information, best-practice, and ideas for new
initiatives.
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The SVP’s Albert Maher
has received a
Papal Knighthood

Caritas follows on from a similar model of cooperation launched recently; the Diocesan
Refugee Support Group is facilitated by Catholic
Care, the SVP, St Monica’s Housing and Leeds
Justice and Peace Commission.
Catholic Care is in the vanguard of a national
scheme currently being piloted in Keighley and
Skipton Deanery: ‘Embrace’ is a 2 year national
project, overseen by Caritas Social Action
Network (CSAN), which aims to support parishes
to welcome their older people and celebrate the
wealth of experience they have to offer.

One of its current initiatives is ‘Making
Memories’: a mini-documentary involving older
parishioners from both Keighley parishes and
pupils from Holy Family School. ‘Growing Old
GRACEfully’ is also run under the auspices of
Catholic Care and continues to collate ideas to
facilitate ‘dementia-friendly’ parishes. Their
‘Welcoming Older People’ resource of ideas for
and from parishes is available via their website:
http://www.growingoldgracefully.org.uk/
In the year when we remember the 1967
Abortion Act, Helpers of God’s Precious
Infants is one pro-life group in the Diocese
which is particularly to be commended for their
gentle and charitable methods of prayerful
protest and persuasion and the support they
offer to women facing difficult choices.
Across our Parishes
there are many
charitable projects that
have been running
over many years to
help people across
the globe. Often
these came into
being through chance
meetings between
visiting priests, parishioners working or on
holiday in an area, or by someone being moved
by a particular sight on television or an article in
a newspaper.
Quietly and often unsung, parishes have been
giving life-changing help to thousands of people
in some of the poorest parts of the world. This
year we highlight some of the initiatives run by
parishes and clergy of our Diocese, as well as a
long-standing Diocesan Commission.
Suzy Fund was set up in 1975 in Wakefield
following a picture of an abandoned, emaciated
girl being given the name Suzy by an Oxfam
nurse. Over 42 years, the fund has given
more than £800k to life-saving projects in the
developing world, principally in Ethiopia. During
the last year, grants include £10k to Mary’s
Meals to provide an essential nourishing meal to
schoolchildren. Each £1 provides a meal for 16
children.

Katangi Fund based at St Joseph’s in Wetherby
supports people from the Kamba tribe in Kenya,
especially children left orphans through HIV/
AIDS. Grants have
helped over 100
children through
primary and high
school – and
some children
supported by the
fund have gone on
to university. The
Parish works closely

with the Parish Priest
and school teachers in
the Katangi Parish (a
parish the size of
Yorkshire with no
electricity or running
water) to ensure that
the monies are wisely spent.
Peter Trust (Provision for East Timorese
Education and Relief). East Timor is amongst the
poorest countries on earth. Set up by Fr Patrick
Smythe, and working with local agencies and
religious congregations, the Trust’s priorities
are healthcare, education and training for
young people (55% of the population is under
18 years of age). Currently, 40 students from
impoverished backgrounds are sponsored
through secondary education and through
technical and agricultural colleges. The Trust
also enables several hundred people in eight
rural villages to have health care and nutritional
support by funding a mobile clinic.
The trustees of Light for the Blind are
happy to announce the opening of another
300-patient hospice, bringing the number of
St Joseph’s Hospices for the dying destitute
of Tamil Nadu to four. The charity, of which
Bishop Marcus is Patron, is run by Fr Thomas
Rathappillil, a priest of our Diocese based out
in India. During the summer, Fr Thomas was
interviewed on camera by an independent
TV production company hoping to make a
documentary about his work: we pray the
programme will be commissioned.

Peru Commission

Since 1969, our Diocese has worked to provide
priests and religious to work in Peru among
some of the world’s poorest people.
Our prayers and fundraising continue
this Mission. The annual Advent Sunday
Diocesan collection goes directly to various
initiatives, mainly within the vast city of
Lima.
Sister Millie McNamara was one of the
pioneers. As a nurse, she has helped set
up health care resources in Lima’s barrios
to which people came first fleeing from
civil war and now from rural poverty. SiDa
Vida is another internationally-recognised
healthcare charity we help the Columban
Missionaries to support. It seeks to alleviate
the issues faced by women and men affected
by HIV and
AIDS.
Hanoprem,
a charity run
by Graciela,
provides a
home for 6
people with
physical and
learning
difficulties.
Some she
found
after they
had been
abandoned on the streets without any
identification by families unable to cope.
Support from our Diocese recently helped
Graciela retrain to provide qualified care for
the residents, and Hanoprem is now matchfunded by the Peruvian Government.

The Chair of the Peru Commission is Fr Jonathan
Hart, who was a parish priest in the north of
Lima. He is currently developing links between
Leeds Trinity University and the Catholic
University Sedes Sapientiae of the Diocese of
Carabayllo. University education is expensive
and the students we support must work hard to
survive. A typical day starts before dawn and a
combination of transport into the city, lectures,
work, study, teaching Catechism to the youth in
the parish, learning English, and contributing to
the needs of their parents and families, means
their day does not end until the small hours.

These students thank you: without help from us in the
Diocese of Leeds, they would not be able to continue their
studies.

The Parish of Sts Peter and Paul, Payette, just
celebrated its Golden Jubilee. Fr Gerry Hanlon,
now a retired priest of our Diocese (and
celebrating his Diamond Jubilee), was quite
literally a founding father. This thriving parish
has now been handed on to a local Peruvian
priest, Fr Guido, who continues to receive our
support in his ministry to those in a community
without water or electricity to their homes.

There is still much work to be done, and
we gladly accept the challenge to work and
pray for our brothers and sisters in Peru. The
Diocesan collection is on the First Sunday of
Advent, but fundraisers and open meetings are
held throughout the year.
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Bishop Lino of Carabayllo presided at the Golden and Diamond
Jubilee celebrations

Good governance provides us with some of the
necessary tools to further our Mission. With the
professional skills which ensure sound financial
management and best business practice, we can
provide our Diocese with a secure future. Careful
husbandry of finances and resources is vital, but
the key aspect of good governance is our people
and how we interact with each other. By having
the best practices in Safeguarding and Health
and Safety we can provide a welcoming, safe and
secure environment for everyone in our Diocese.

Safeguarding

Safeguarding is an integral part of the life
and ministry of the Church. What is known as
a ‘One Church’ approach is used to safeguard
children, young people and vulnerable adults
through the promotion of a sustained culture
of constant vigilance. Parishes have volunteers
who are designated
safeguarding
representatives.
If you are concerned about the
They promote
welfare of a child or adult talk to
safeguarding,
Suzanne Mitchell, Safeguarding
undertake safer
Coordinator 0113 261 8069 or 0751
recruitment and
559 8523
are a local point of
To ensure the immediate health
contact in the event
and safety of the person dial 999 if
of any questions or
necessary.
concerns. Bishop
Marcus is grateful
for the work they do
with commitment
and discretion.

New Lay Directors

Following a combined total of 114 years of
dedicated service, Terry Forbes, Trina Hagerty,
Mgr Kieran Heskin, Mgr Donal Lucey, Mgr Michael
McQuinn, Anne O’Brien and Robin Smith retired
from the Board during the year. To commemorate
the occasion Bishop Marcus hosted a farewell
lunch in October.
During the year the Diocese reviewed its processes
on the appointment of non-executive lay directors
to ensure our Diocese is adapting to modern high
standards in governance procedures.
In October 2017
Mark Gargan (St
Joseph’s, Harrogate),
Anne Miller (St
Joseph’s, Keighley),
Paul Rogerson
(Leeds Cathedral)
and Michael Booth
(Sacred Heart and St
William, Uppermill)
were appointed for a
period of three years.
.

The recruitment
of four new non-executive lay directors was
advertised only in Parish bulletins. Thirty
candidates of all ages and from parishes across
the Diocese and beyond applied for the posts
and all were interviewed as part of an open and
transparent process.

The Diocesan Safeguarding Office provides
information, training, advice and support on
all aspects of safeguarding work to parishes,
safeguarding representatives and individuals.
They work closely with statutory authorities and
aim to respond sensitively to people who have
experienced or been affected by abuse.

The calibre of all the applicants was very high.
As a consequence, an Advisory Group or ‘Think
Tank’ is in the process of being created to use
the wealth and breadth of specialist expertise
and goodwill which has been so generously
volunteered by the laity in our Diocese.

Safeguarding Commission

Volunteering Opportunities

Leeds Catholic Safeguarding Commission
has regulatory, advisory and supportive
functions. It benefits from members who
have professional expertise in child and adult
safeguarding. Full details are available at
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/safeguarding/

Health and Safety

Following the recruitment of a Health and Safety
professional in January 2017, a Health and Safety
Policy was issued. This was supported by a series
of structured Health and Safety training events
for all parishes throughout May 2017.

Volunteering is key to fulfilling our Mission.
To volunteer in your own Parish, please contact
your Parish Priest directly.
For Curia and other volunteering opportunities
contact: volunteering@dioceseofleeds.org.uk
For Health and Safety advice
or to report concerns contact
Barry Lewis on 0113 261 8058

Financial Review
Year Ended 31 March 2017

As a Diocese we remain committed to fulfilling our Mission with the financial commitments that this entails whilst
maintaining our strategy to eliminate the debt.
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(11,204)

(11,429)

(21)
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The Diocese reported an improvement in operating performance in 2017 and this continues our progress towards
breaking even at the net operating level. This was achieved at the same time as maintaining our levels of investment
in the refurbishment, maintenance and repair of our Churches, Presbyteries and Parish Halls at £1.6m in each of the
last 3 years.
The income chart below illustrates all our income sources and the expenditure chart illustrates how it is allocated
across our 4 principal charitable purposes.

2017 Expenditure

2017 Income
£k
4,304
819
891
1,007
1,095
1,672
808
587

£k
Offertories
Legacies, Donations
Gift Aid
Special Collections
Charitable Activities
Trading Activities
Investment Income
Other

Advancement of Catholic Religion
Promotion of Catholic Teaching
Care of Priests
Maintenance of Properties
Trading Activity, Interest & Investment Costs
11,204

11,183

Net resources increased in the year by £2,902k, an improvement of £3,232k compared with the prior year. The
operational deficit in the year of £21k is explained above. The increase in net resources in the year is principally
due to increases in the market value of investments of £2,091k, gains in the sale of assets of £599k and the
revaluation of investment properties £233k.

The Net Debt of the Diocese was reduced by £2.1m during the year from £10.1m to £8.0m (2016: reduction of £1.7m
from £11.8m).
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Cash management

The Net Debt of the Diocese was reduced by £2.1m during the year from £10.1m to £8.0m (2016:
reduction of £1.7m from £11.8m).
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Financial Strategy
Financial Strategy

A three year Financial Strategy to eliminate the Diocese’s net debt was agreed by the Directors in December 2015
A three year Financial Strategy to eliminate the Diocese’s net debt was agreed by the Directors in
and this remains on target. The main components of this strategy are to bring the Diocese’s expenditure into line
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Fr Joshua Hilton: our most recently ordained priest

