
In November 2016, an appeal 
was held by way of a retiring 
collection to support the 
Diocesan response to the 
refugee crisis and severe 
hardship being suffered by 
our brothers and sisters. Now, 
4 years on, we need to make 
a second appeal to support 
the ongoing work across 
the Diocese in supporting 
refugees and asylum seekers, 
perhaps the most vulnerable 
and marginalised living in 
our communities. The appeal 
will be made with a retiring 
collection across the weekend 
of 23rd/24th February 2019. 

Over the next 2 years, with the 
funds raised, we aim to:

•  Retain the post of facilitator 
to continue the coordination 
of this valuable work

•  Support destitute asylum 
seekers as we have been 
doing for a number of years

•  Have 5 parishes join the 
Community Sponsorship 
scheme and welcome a 
Syrian refugee family

Works of charity are at the heart 
of our faith and by standing 
together in solidarity with 
the poorest of our brothers 
and sisters we can work in 
partnership to bring about  
what Pope Francis has said 
he would like to see - a “poor 
Church for the poor”. 

We hope you will feel able  
to respond generously to  
this appeal.  

Welcome to the latest edition of the Refugee Response 
newsletter. We hear from Blessed John Henry Newman Parish 
in Leeds about hosting the WYDAN Night shelter for destitute 
asylum seekers and also from Settle, North Yorkshire, about 
making an application for Community Sponsorship. We also have 
updates from St Monica’s Housing and the Gianna Project about 
their remarkable and dependable support for destitute and 
pregnant asylum seeker women. 

The Diocesan Refugee Support Group is now linked in with 
Parishes right across the Diocese; in Bradford, Halifax, Harrogate, 
Huddersfield, Keighley, Leeds, Skipton and Wakefield where 
parishioners continue to support Refugees and Asylum Seekers 
as generously and enthusiastically as ever.
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Appeal

The Share the Journey Campaign, 
launched by Pope Francis 
and supported by Catholic 
organisations around the world,  
is now in its second year. 

It continues to call on 
governments to place the human 
dignity of people on the move at 
their heart. One of the key aims 
was to encourage governments 
to engage with two UN Global 
Compacts, one on Migration and 
the other on Refugees. These 
have now been signed but the 
campaign continues to encourage 
proper implementation. 

Here in the UK, CAFOD asked us 
to show our support by walking 
24,900 miles, the distance around 
the world. This total was achieved 
by enthusiastic Parishes and 
Schools as early as June 2018. 
Since then we have walked around 
the world three more times!  
That’s 115,000 miles! 

In October, Cardinal Luis Tagle, 
President of Caritas Internationalis, 
launched the Share the Journey 
global pilgrimage in Rome by 
walking through the city together 
with migrants and refugees. 
Caritas organisations from around 
the world are joining in with walks 
and pilgrimages of solidarity.

“The big challenge in this time 
of harsh divisions is to oppose 
a rhetoric of fear and hate 
with actions of love, kindness 
and mercy, such as the ones 
proposed in our Share the Journey 
campaign,” said Cardinal Tagle.

Share the Journey



Last Autumn, the parish of 
Blessed John Henry Newman in 
Crossgates, Leeds became the 
first Catholic parish to host the 
WYDAN Night Shelter. 

Tony Pickles, the Lead Co-
ordinator, tells us more.

The WYDAN (West Yorkshire 
Destitute Asylum Network) Night 
Shelter is now in its fourth year. 
Basically, it provides beds for up to 
10 guests, failed destitute asylum 
seekers, who are referred by either 
the British Red Cross or PAFRAS 
(Positive Action For Refugees 
and Asylum Seekers). The host 
community provides a shelter for 
a week or more and so far has 
been held in Churches of many 
denominations, Temples, Mosques, 
Synagogues, Quaker meeting 
houses and local Community 
centres.

Having helped at the shelter 
in January 2018 at Crossgates 
Methodist, a number of 
parishioners from the Parish of 
Blessed John Henry Newman, 
asked the Parish priest and the 
Parish Pastoral Council if they 
could offer their facilities. This 
was agreed, but only if we worked 
ecumenically. After months of 
preparation, we had support from 
neighbouring Churches, other 
organisations and volunteers 
included including sisters from 4 
different religious orders, 2 vicars, 
and a member of staff from a local 
funeral director. 

On Monday 29th October the 
Conference Room of the Newman 
Centre was transformed into a 
comfortable home for our guests. 
Volunteers prepared and served 
an evening meal and ate with our 
guests. Afterwards they relaxed 
and enjoyed playing board games 
and having fun! You should have 
heard the laughter; it could be 
heard above the noise of fireworks 
going off all around us.  

One evening we played table 
tennis in the hall, thanks to our 
Youth group and on Sunday 
afternoon we went across the 
park to Christ Church Manston to 
enjoy the games facilities in their 
Church hall. Some helpers stayed 
overnight with our guests; two 
slept while one stayed awake  
with the Night Shelter phone,  
in the event of an emergency. 

A wholesome breakfast was 
prepared by another band of 
helpers and a packed lunch was 
offered. We provided a weekly 
bus pass for our guests, as they 
were out of the centre from about 
8.30 am until they returned in 
the evening around 5 pm. Some 
volunteers kept the place clean 
and tidy, others washed the 
clothes of our guests and another 
offered haircuts.

People were extremely generous 
in donating toiletries, towels and 
food while a number of local 
supermarkets and stores kindly 
donated other food and hot water 
bottles and a local bakery donated 
300 freshly baked bread rolls that 
lasted all week. John Smeaton 
Sports Centre allowed our guests 
to use their showers. Nawaz, a 
local Indian restaurant, provided 
freshly cooked Indian snacks as  
we said goodbye to our guests 
before we took them to the 
next shelter in Garforth. Finally, 
donations of money amounted 
to an amazing £1354 after all 
expenses were met, so this has 
truly has been a powerful Christian 
witness in our area. 

Most importantly our guests said 
they felt safe, secure and warm 
and were able to sleep soundly 
in the knowledge that they were 
among friends, being cared for.

REFUGEE RESPONSE ISSUE 5

WELCOME, SANCTUARY, HOSPITALITY & CELEBRATION.

WYDAN Night shelter
Hosted by the 
Blessed John Henry
Newman Parish 

The WYDAN Night shelter 
would like to offer beds 
throughout the year but they 
need more Communities 
to offer their facilities and 
volunteers. Please think about 
how your Parish could help. 
The Parish of Mother  
of Unfailing Help will be 
opening the doors of  
Wheeler Hall to the night 
shelter in early February.

 “I understand that we were the 
first Catholic parish in Leeds 
to host the Night Shelter. My 
sincere hope is, that when the 
Cathedral Parish of Mother of 
Unfailing Hope, opens its doors 
in early February, other parishes 
will follow suit.” Tony Pickles

“All Christians are called 
to be hospitable. But it is 
more than serving a meal, 
or filling a bed, opening 
our door – it is to open 

ourselves, our hearts, to the 
needs of others.Hospitality 
is not just shelter but the 

quality of welcome 
behind it”.

Dorothy Day
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Community Sponsorship enables 
community groups including 
charities, faith groups, churches 
and businesses to take on the role 
of supporting resettled refugees 
in the UK.

In 2015 the Government committed 
to welcoming 20,000 refugees 
to the country through the VPRS 
(Vulnerable Person’s Re-settlement 
Scheme) programme by 2020. 
The scheme aims to help families 
in greatest need and over 10,000 
refugees have been settled in the 
UK through the scheme so far. 
Community Sponsorship is part of 
this scheme and a group in Settle 
are about to apply to the Home 
Office to welcome a Refugee 
Family into their own Community. 

This is their story so far.

Last June, Sean Ryan, the National 
Caritas Community Sponsorship 
Co-ordinator, spoke to the packed 
church hall of St Mary and St 
Michael in Settle about the success 
of the Home Office resettlement 
scheme for Syrian refugees. He 
explained how well the scheme can 
work in a rural setting and dispelled 
the belief that Syrians, who have 
experienced and fled the horrors 
of war, would need to be in a large 
town with other Syrians. Their real 
need is to be caringly supported 
and accepted. 

At a follow-up meeting we decided 
to apply for the scheme in Settle 
and District, believing that the 
many talents and generosity of our 
community will make it happen.

The Group has to prepare 
everything that might be needed 
for the family to become self-
sufficient members of their 
new community. This will be 
laid out in a detailed plan to the 
Home Office, which will include 
safeguarding, learning English, 
applying for relevant benefits, 
accessing medical help, schools, 
transport, finding work and Arabic 
translation. To obtain refugee 
status the family will have already 
been closely vetted, entitling the 
family to the same help and welfare 
as anyone else living in the UK. The 
Community Group will raise at least 
£9,000 to ensure additional needs 
are met and we are committed to 
that support for a minimum of 2 
years. 

The community group has either 
to reach charitable status itself or 
partner with an existing charity; 
in our case Catholic Care Leeds. 
Catholic Care will take ultimate 
responsibility for the agreement 
with the Home Office and provides 
experience, governance and 
safeguarding training and support. 
The Settle project was launched 
by Catholic members of Settle and 
District Churches Together which 
rapidly broadened to encompass 
the whole community. We now 
have 90 regular supporters of 
whom at least half are actively 
involved.

After assessing the feasibility of 
the project the first priority was 
to generate publicity through 
newspaper articles, radio 
interviews, social media, talking to 
councils. Project Lead Paul Kelly 
says: “It has been amazing and 
humbling how many people have 
come forward with offers of help. 
We have a steering group that 
are in almost daily contact, each 
heading sub-groups for the key 
areas we need to provide. 

We now have a team of over 
15 teachers with relevant ESOL 
(English as a Second Language) 
qualifications and experience and 
local schools have responded 
really positively to the possibility of 
integrating new entrants who have 
major language and other needs.”

The group still needs to secure 
a suitable house to rent and so 
far all our searching has drawn a 
blank. Fortunately we can begin 
our application to the Home 
Office ahead of finalising the 
accommodation. 

And then there’s £9,000 to raise 
to cover costs that benefits won’t 
meet such as furnishing a house, 
transport to appointments and 
professional translation. We already 
have some generous sponsors 
and lots of events planned by the 
fundraising group. In January Chris 
Beesley ran across the Yorkshire 
Three Peaks on his 67th Birthday, 
the local Music Hall has offered a 
free night for a musical concert, 
there’s an auction of promises, sale 
of paintings, and more to come.

You can follow their progress 
on Facebook – Refugee 
ReSETTLEment Group

If you are interested in 
Community Sponsorship for 
your Parish or Community Group 
then please contact Lucy Irven at 
LIrven@catholic-care.org.uk.
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Community Sponsorship

“May every parish, every 
religious community, 

every monastery, every 
sanctuary of Europe, take 

in one family.”
Pope Francis

Refugee 
ReSETTLEment

Community
Sponsorship Group



The Gianna Project are now 
moving towards their 500th 
referral, many of whom are 
asylum seeker or refugee women 
from around the world, including 
Albania, Egypt, Hong Kong, Iran, 
Libya, Pakistan, Romania, Sri 
Lanka, Syria, Vietnam and many 
countries in Africa.

The families supported by Gianna 
do not usually get the opportunity 
to meet other families and  
many do not get the chance 
to enjoy a day trip out so this 
summer, in conjunction with the 
Catholic Care holiday hunger 
project, Eileen, the project  
leader, organised a family trip  
to the Children’s Museum, Eureka, 
in Halifax. 

It was a great day out and the 
families enjoyed a fabulous,  
fun-packed day, including a  
lunch funded by the holiday 
hunger project. The giant  
sandpit outside proved a real 
favourite with the children in  
the beautiful summer weather.

Sadly one family had to cancel at 
short notice. The mum and her 
young baby were given notice 
to move from their flat in Leeds 
and relocate to Newcastle. This 
highlights the unpredictable 
circumstances asylum seeker 
families are often faced with 
when living in Home Office 
accommodation.

The annual ‘When a Child is Born’ 
appeal produced a phenomenal 
response this year with generous 
donations of baby clothes, 
toiletries, moses baskets and 
other baby equipment from 
schools and parishes across  
the Diocese.

Catholic Care have been able to 
make a second house available 
to St Monica’s Housing which 
will provide a new home for an 
additional four destitute asylum 
seeker women in Leeds. 

The house has been refurbished to 
enhance health and safety and to 
create private living spaces for the 
residents. It has been well furnished 
with donations of furniture and 
household goods and, being in 
Harehills, is conveniently placed for 
PAFRAS, RETAS, places of worship 
and shops as well as transport.  
A house committee and team of 
volunteers are ready and waiting to 
welcome, care for and support the 
new residents.

Lucy Irven, the Refugee Support 
Group Facilitator, visited the 
existing house in Beeston to join 
the women for their Christmas 
party. There was plenty of 
tasty food, some of which was 
provided by the residents, and 
joyful carol singing with musical 
accompaniment from members 
of the St Monica’s Housing 
Committee. Earlier in December, 
Lucy gave a presentation at Notre 
Dame Catholic College on behalf  
of St Monica’s.  

The students collected toiletries 
and other items for the women of 
St Monica’s as part of their Advent 
Appeal and these gifts were 
presented to the women at the 
Christmas party.
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St Monica’s Housing

New premises

New house

The Gianna Project

Christmas party

The Gianna Project has recently 
moved into new premises at 
the Carlisle Business Centre in 
Bradford providing much needed 
office and storage space. Being 
located in this busy hub for 
businesses, social action and 
charities will give the project a 
huge boost allowing them to 
see more families and reach 
more communities in need of the 
service. A new Gianna support 
worker will be recruited to work in 
the office and a team of volunteers 
will help to manage the new store.



Teaching English / ESOL: Learning 
English is essential for all refugees 
and asylum seekers to help  
with everyday life. Volunteers 
are needed to lead and support 
classes. 

Befriending: An opportunity to 
help asylum seekers and refugees 
settle into their new environment 
and become part of the community. 
Befrienders will be sympathetic  
and have time to meet for a coffee 
and a chat and help with shopping 
or a visit to the Doctor. 

General Support: Volunteers are 
needed to welcome visitors, help 
with general administration,  
teach computer skills, help with  
job applications, prepare food, 
manage clothing stores or organise 
day trips.

Hosting: LASSN Grace hosting 
in Leeds, BEACON Hosting in 
Bradford, DASH in Huddersfield 
and Wakefield City of Sanctuary all 
welcome offers of accommodation 
for asylum seekers, either on a 
short or long-term basis.

Employment: Training and 
employment are vital for the 
integration and wellbeing 
of refugees. If you can offer 
employment or volunteering 
contact the Connecting 
Opportunities scheme,  
see back page.

Organisations looking for 
volunteers include; St Vincent’s 
Centres in Leeds and Bradford, 
St Augustine’s in Halifax, DASH 
in Huddersfield, Abigail Housing 
in Leeds and Bradford, BEACON 
Bradford, LASSN, PAFRAS, 
Meeting Point and RETAS in  
Leeds, The Good Shepherd Centre 
in Keighley and Wakefield City  
of Sanctuary. 

A good place to start might be 
your Parish SVP group, many of 
which are already involved with 
supporting refugees and asylum 
seekers.

Local information can also be found 
on the City of Sanctuary websites 
– see Leeds, Bradford, Harrogate, 
Ripon and Wakefield. 

The Good Shepherd Centre 
Keighley

The Churches in Keighley united 
to welcome asylum seekers to the 
town with a special celebration 
and joint service at St Anne’s 
Catholic Church as part of their 
‘Share the Journey’ commitment. 
“It was a hugely joyous occasion 
and a wonderful way to affirm 
our work together”, said Graham 
Mitchell, secretary of Keighley 
Place of Sanctuary and Trustee of 
The Good Shepherd Centre.

St Stephen’s Parish,  
Skipton

St Stephen’s Parish in Skipton 
organised a walk down the 
Leeds Liverpool canal with other 
Parishes from the Skipton and 
Keighley Deanery. Two walking 
groups met at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel in SIlsden where 
parishioners provided well 
earned refreshments. The twenty 
parishioners from St Stephen’s 
added a hundred miles to the 
total.

Caritas Leeds is an umbrella 
organisation, launched in 
September 2017, where all 
charities, agencies, projects, 
services and groups that are 
involved in social action or 
charitable activities in the 
Diocese of Leeds, whose work 
is inspired by the Gospel, can 
meet together on a regular 
basis, to support each other, 
generate more of a ‘buzz and 
passion’ for social action and 
explore new possibilities.    

Hence, to continue with the 
charitable work which is currently 
taking place but to foster a more 
coordinated and collaborative 
approach in our parishes and 
deaneries.  

We are currently engaging with 
and supporting the work of 
the Diocesan Refugee Support 
Group and the Diocesan Justice 
and Peace Commission with its 
‘Family Poverty Project’.

We have two priorities for 2019, 
voted on during the Day of 
Reflection last October; Setting 
up a Diocesan Criminal Justice 
Forum and a Youth Leadership 
Forum. 

Caritas Leeds is working 
collaboratively with the Caritas 
Social Action Network (CSAN), 
linked to the Bishops’ Conference 
of England and Wales. 

For further information please 
contact the Coordinator, Rev. 
Dr. Joseph Cortis, at joseph.
cortis@dioceseofleeds.org.uk or 
telephone 0113 2618036.
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Caritas Leeds 

How two parishes supported the Share the
Journey campaign 

Volunteering
Opportunities 

Around the Diocese



Lord Jesus,

Give us courage to accompany 
others, for in walking at their 
side we find you there present 
with us.

Give us joy that we might serve 
others, for in tending wounds of 
those who suffer, we sense your 
healing grace at work in us.

Give us wisdom as we advocate 
for others, for in defending the 
downtrodden we hear your 
voice speak up for us.

Grant that in all we do, we may 
give you glory Lord; we return 
all we have in love to you, for 
you have given everything to us.

Amen.

Asylum Matters is a 
campaigning and advocacy 
project that works in 
partnership locally and 
nationally to improve the  
lives of refugees and asylum 
seekers through social and 
political change. 

There are three key campaigns 
that Asylum Matter are currently 
focusing on:

•  The right to work for asylum 
seekers

•  An extension of the Family 
Reunion rules 

• An end to indefinite detention.

Mary Brandon, the regional 
campaigns project manager 
for Yorkshire & Humberside, 
explains, “It is important to 
campaign for the right to work 
so that people who flee to the 
UK seeking sanctuary are able 
to engage with our society, 
instead of being left to languish 
while they wait in isolation and 
poverty, often for many years.” 
See LiftTheBan.co.uk

For more information visit 
asylummatters.org or contact 
Mary: mary@asylummatters.org

Donations 
If you would like to make  
a financial or material  
donation to help our work in 
supporting Refugees and  
Asylum Seekers then please 
contact Catholic Care. Please  
call 0113 388 5400 or email 
info@catholic-care.org.uk

Get in Touch 
If you are interested in helping  
in any way or feel you could  
do with more support in what 
you are already doing, then 
please get in touch. We would 
also love to hear stories of  
work already being done and  
do send us your pictures. 

Please contact Lucy Irven: 
Diocesan Refugee Support  
Facilitator for more details: Email: 
Lirven@catholic-care.org.uk 
Mobile: 07739 975 020
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Prayer Get involved

Migration Yorkshire reported 
on International Migrants Day, 
18 December 2018, that 90% 
of people who have completed 
Connecting Opportunities have 
gained a job, or progressed into 
further education or training.

The Connecting Opportunities 
project works with new migrants 
from over 25 countries across 
West Yorkshire and parts of North 
Yorkshire. Participants can receive 
free employment training, English 
classes and one-to-one support, 
alongside wellbeing and mental 
health support, and befriending 
or mentoring to tackle isolation. 
Specialist organisations across 
the region are working together 
to provide this service and will 
support participants for up to one 
year. The programme is funded by 
the European Social Fund and the 
National Lottery, through the Big 
Lottery Fund.

One successful participant is 
Mohamed, a graduate in Electrical 
Engineering, who sought asylum 
in the UK earlier this year. He 
said, “I received a lot of help 
from this project. I had English 
classes with professional teachers, 
my key worker helped me with 
applications and I had funding to 
translate my degree certificate to 
meet the UK standard.” He now 
has a place on a Masters course in 
Power Engineering at Northumbria 
University and says, “I want to 
become a specialist in renewable 
energies and contribute to the UK 
economy.”

Connecting Opportunities 
supports people aged over 15 with 
the right to work and who have 
been in the UK for under 10 years. 
They are looking for employers 
who could offer work experience 
or employment to participants  
and volunteers to act as a mentor 
or befriender. 

To find out more, visit: www.
connectingopportunities.org.uk 

Other news
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Asylum Matters

Connecting Opportunities

“We need to continue 
to raise our voices, 

locally and nationally, 
so that the government 

knows this matter is 
important to us”


