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Contact: Stephen: 0113 2618 046 or safeguarding@dioceseofleeds.org.uk  Suzanne: 0113 
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Safe & Sound - No. 25 – June 30, 2010 
�

The Vetting and Barring Scheme Registration has been halted. 
 

The Independent Safeguarding Authority’s Vetting and Barring scheme (VBS) has been halted by 
the new Government.  This is how Government ministers put it on 15 June: 
 
Home Secretary Theresa May said: �
�

The safety of children and vulnerable adults is of paramount importance to the new government.�
 �

However it is also vital that we take a measured approach in these matters. We’ve listened to the 
criticisms and will respond with a scheme that has been fundamentally remodelled. 
 

Vulnerable groups must be properly protected in a way that is proportionate and sensible. This redrawing 
of the VBS will ensure this happens. 

 
Children’s Minister Tim Loughton said: 
  

Any vetting system should not be a substitute for proper vigilance by individuals and society. At the 
moment we think the pendulum has swung too far.  
 

We shouldn’t be driving a wedge between children and well-meaning adults including people coming 
forward to volunteer with young people. Such individuals should be welcomed, encouraged, and helped 
as much as possible, unless it can be shown that children would not be safe in their care. 

 
Care Services Minister Paul Burstow said: 
  

Protecting the most vulnerable people in society is a basic duty of any government. While we must be 
confident that the systems we have in place are up to the job, we must also be sure that they are 
proportionate. 
 

We will look in detail at what should be done to ensure that the scheme meets both these tests.  
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Contact:  Stephen: 0113 2618 046  or safeguarding@dioceseofleeds.org.uk   
  Suzanne: 0113 2618 059  or suzanne.mitchell@dioceseofleeds.org.uk 
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