SVP Role Summary


ROLE OF AN SVP MEMBER

Membership is open to all Christians who share the spirit and ethos of the Society, who accept its principles and who have the will to commit themselves to active personal service in works of charity within the Society.  Membership is also open to those of other beliefs who similarly commit and accept the principles of the Society.
The essential qualities sought in a prospective member are:

· Caring attitude

· Desire to live their faith by loving God

· Willingness to act in the service of their neighbour

· Respect for confidentially and for the faith, conscience and dignity of fellow members and those we visit

· Tolerance of those with whom we may disagree

· At all times act in a manner which reflects well on the Society

· To approach those with unconventional lifestyles, behavioral problems and/or personality difficulties in a caring and non-judgemental manner

· Accept that no work of charity is foreign to the Society where Society members can be directly involved
· Accept the Church’s ecumenical and inter-faith initiatives as and when they are raised 
The overriding duties of members of the Society are:

· To regularly visit those in need and engage with them on a face-to-face basis offering what assistance may be available within the resources of the Conference

· To regularly and frequently attend meetings of the Conference

· To approach discussion within the Conference in a spirit of fraternity and humility remembering at all times words from the opening prayer:

“Lord Jesus, help us through meeting together

  to deepen our Vincentian friendship

  and answer the call every Christian receives,

  to seek and find those who are forgotten

  and bring your love to the suffering and deprived.

  Help us to be generous with our time, our possessions

  And ourselves,

  So that we may grow perfect in your love,

  And learn to share your Sacrifice for others, in the

  Holy Eucharist.”
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