Praying the Scriptures

An Ecumenical Course for Lent 2011

· Following the joint assembly between the Anglican Diocese of Wakefield and the Catholic Dioceses of Leeds and Hallam in March 2009, the respective Anglican and Catholic Bishops have agreed that one way to continue together in prayer and fellowship would be a joint Lent course for 2011. 

· This is currently being prepared by people from each of the diocese. There will be 5 weeks of material for groups based on the Sunday Gospel readings and using a form of Lectio Divina - training and explanation will be offered in relation to this. 

· Alongside this group material, during weeks 1 and 4, the Anglican and Roman Catholic Bishops will lead central sessions, focusing on Lectio Divina at two venues across the dioceses. This is an exciting opportunity to read together the Scriptures and listen to the Holy Spirit.

· The training evenings and central sessions are to support the five week course, but are not essential to it.  Everyone is, however, encouraged to attend.  

Training Evenings introducing Lectio Divina and the study materials: (These are repeat sessions so only one would be necessary). 

· Monday 31 January 2011, 7.30pm at Treacy Hall, Wakefield (Anglican).

· Thursday 3 February 2011, 7.30pm at Saint Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church, 34 New North Road Huddersfield HD1 5JY. 

· Monday 7 February 2011, 7.30pm at Holy Rood Roman Catholic Church Parish Hall, George Street, Barnsley. 

· Tuesday 8 February 2011, 7.30pm in Halifax Minster (Anglican).

Central Sessions

Week 1 
· Tuesday 15 March 2011, 7.30pm at Saint Patrick`s Roman Catholic Church, 34 New North Road Huddersfield HD1 5JY with the Bishop of Pontefract and the Roman Catholic Bishop of Leeds. 

· Wednesday 16 March 2011, 7.30pm at Holy Rood Roman Catholic Church, George Street, Barnsley with the Bishop of Pontefract and the Roman Catholic Bishop of Hallam.

Week 4

· Thursday 7 April 2011, 7.30pm at Wakefield Cathedral (Anglican) with the Bishop of Wakefield and the Roman Catholic Bishop of Hallam.

· Thursday 7 April 2011, 7.30pm at Halifax Minster (Anglican) with the Bishop of Pontefract and the Roman Catholic Bishop of Leeds.

· While this is an initiative between the three Dioceses, the Lenten resource is available for use throughout the Diocese of Leeds (beyond those areas in common with the Diocese of Wakefield). Hopefully parishes across the Diocese of Leeds will take this opportunity to gather in Lent with Christians of other traditions  

· The five-session Lent materials will be available to order as a printed booklet. They will cost £1.20 (plus p & p according to number). If you would like to participate in this Lent course (as a parish group or groups, with Churches Together, or with another ecumenical group) please email with the number of booklets you will require (this will act as your order) and they will be sent out in good time for Lent. The text of the study sessions (plus other supporting materials) will also be available to print from the website. Further information will be available soon, but please contact me if you have any questions. 

· Please submit any orders for Lent 2011 booklets as soon as possible.
· Further information can be found on the Anglican Diocese of Wakefield website at www.wakefield.anglican.org/events/lent2011/
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