Admissions
More children than school places - what happens?

If a school has enough places for all applicants then the school must accept all the children who have applied for a place. However, some schools will get more applicants than places available and when this happens places must be allocated using the school’s oversubscription criteria. 
Every year each diocesan school, as the admission authority, must publish an admission policy which states how many pupils will be admitted and also explains how decisions are made regarding the allocation of places to applicants. This explanation will be shown as ‘Oversubscription Criteria’ on the school’s admission policy. Once an admission policy has been published the admission authority (the school) must follow the criteria when making decisions regarding the allocation of places. Remember that each school’s criteria may be different so you must check the policy of every school you are interested in. 

The School Admission Code (published by the Department for Children, Schools and Families) sets out fair ways in which schools can admit children and forbids them from using other, unfair, oversubscription criteria. To help diocesan schools be fair admission authorities the diocesan education office produces a ‘model’ policy which schools can adopt as their policy if they wish to do so.
This diocese has made a commitment to provide a place in a Catholic primary school and a Catholic secondary school for every Catholic child in the diocese; however, it would be impossible to plan for this commitment in any other way than geographically using data produced in parishes e.g. number of baptisms. The ‘model’ policy reflects this in that, following Looked After Catholic Children, the top priority is given to those children who are Catholic and live in a particular parish area. The next criterion is other Catholic children. Within each category priority is given to those children with a sibling in the same school at the time of the younger child starting school. Year on year there are fluctuations in the birth rate therefore, this can mean that some parents are left disappointed if they preference a school which is not in their home parish, even if they already have a child in the school. It is extremely important that parents preference more than one school on the application form – if only one Catholic school is preferenced and a place is not offered then in co-ordinating admissions the local authority would presume that the parent does not wish the child to attend any other Catholic school and would offer a place in the community school nearest to the home address which has a place. Preferencing more than one Catholic school does not in any way prejudice your opportunity to be offered a place at any of your preferred schools.
To counteract any disappointment parents may feel if their child is not offered a place in their preferred school the good news is that the majority of our schools are good/excellent schools and if parents have faith in them, and support them by sending their children to them, they will all become centres of academic excellence. 
