Admissions 
Choice – What choice?

When Tony Blair became Prime Minister in 1997 he told everyone that his priority was ‘Education, Education, Education’. True to his word he and his government set to work to modernise and improve our education system and eleven years later we are still on the treadmill of constant change. Is there any wonder then that parents sometimes make mistakes when making initial decisions about their child’s education? 

One of the greatest myths of our educational times is the issue of a parent’s right to choose the school they wish their child to attend. However much the government speak of parent’s rights and the importance of ensuring that the Admission process is transparent for many parents the system is shrouded in mystery and red tape. In an attempt to de-mystify the process and to help parents to make informed decisions at the right times there will follow a series of articles over the next few months. 
To begin with it is not true that parents have a choice. Parents have a right to a preference not a choice.  Preference and choice may seem like much the same thing but they are, in reality, vastly different. If you choose something it’s yours, on the other hand, preference is something you would wish for but might never attain. In admission terms this means that if your preference is for an over-subscribed school you have to fulfil the criteria set out in the admission policy and, of course, the higher you are ranked within the criteria then the better chance you have to be offered a place. Therefore, it is crucial that before any decision is made parents do some homework to ensure the best possible chance of success. The correct time to begin looking into this each year is September for the following September’s intake – yes it really does takes a year! In a later edition of the Catholic Post there will be a step-by-step guide on how to proceed.
For those of you who have just completed the process for this September I sincerely hope that you were offered the place you most wanted. However, if you have been left disappointed that your child has not been offered the place you preferred please be proactive, act quickly and take up your legal right to appeal the decision. If you need advice or information please get in touch with the diocesan education office and we will help you all we can to avoid the pitfalls of the Appeal System.
