Abortion: Utilitarian Response
Utilitarianism is a consequentialist theory of ethics: that is a theory concerned with the result of an action - its outcome or consequences. Only those actions which are deemed to bring about the greatest happiness (pleasure) are to be undertaken. In many respects, when utility is used to determine a course of action in medical ethics, it is the benefit of a procedure or treatment which must be weighed up and judged. If a certain procedure brings benefits (happiness) which outweigh any pain that can be measured, then it is to be done. Thus, whether an action is good/bad, right/wrong depends on its outcome. There are several implications of this:
●  There can be no moral absolutes( i.e. things that are always right or wrong whatever the circumstances.

●  Nothing is inherently right or wrong

●  Actions have only instrumental value (i.e. help us get something else that we want) rather than intrinsic value (i.e. valued purely for their own sake). 
Bentham and the Hedonic Calculus
Bentham believed that pleasure – the sole good in life – is measurable. On this assumption he devised a ‘calculus’ to work out the amount of pleasure (and pain) ethical actions promoted.

It is crucial for Bentham to be able to work out the amount of happiness (pleasure) so that the greatest happiness can be calculated and thus what is right can be determined. Bentham believed there were 7 different elements that need to be taken into account when working out what action to take. These 7 parts of the Hedonic Calculus are:
1. The Intensity of the pleasure

2. The Duration of the pleasure i.e. how long it lasts (the longer the better)

3. The Certainty of the pleasure: some actions are better because pleasure will definitely follow; whereas with other actions the outcome might not be guaranteed.

4. The Fecundity of the pleasure: fecundity means ‘productive’. What Bentham means by this is how likely the action will result in other pleasures or the repeat of pleasure.

5. The Propinquity of the pleasure: this means how near the pleasure is to you.

6. The Purity of the pleasure: some pleasures may involve a certain amount of pain; these are not as desirable as those that do not.

7. The Extent of the pleasure: the more people who experience the pleasure the better.

Bentham believed that when all these elements were looked at it was possible to determine the amount of pleasure and consequently what the right course of action is.

In light of this, complete the following task:


A).
Use the ‘calculus to justify (‘show to be right’) abortion.

B).
Use the ‘calculus’ to argument against abortion.

