Admissions
Making a Preference - A Personal View

Getting your child into the right school, quite rightly, occupies the minds of parents of pre-school children and again when the move to secondary education is on the horizon. Sometimes we lose our perspective of what constitutes the ‘right’ school and when we don’t get an offer of a place at the school we wanted it feels like the end of everything. I realise that what I am about to say now could be deemed as an over simplification by many parents. The right school for a Catholic child is a Catholic school! I know that many of you will say but I don’t want my child in a school just because it’s Catholic I want them to have a good academic education even if it means going to a school in a different area or out of the Catholic system. The good news is that the majority of our schools are good/excellent schools.
To succeed academically schools need students from all ability ranges. If parents have faith in our schools, primary and secondary, and support them by sending their children to them, they will all become centres of academic excellence. As an example, eleven years ago one diocesan secondary school was struggling academically but, with support from the local parish communities, and in particular the faith of the parents who sent their children to the school, year on year examination results improved. Now, eleven years later, the same school has just recorded the highest A*-C GCSE results in the diocese and is in the top 3% nationally for value added -meaning that it gives every child in the school, regardless of ability, the best education possible. 

Attending a Catholic school is intrinsically part of being a young Catholic. It ensures that the message given at home is continued at school. It develops the moral and spiritual well-being of the pupils and educates the whole person, ensuring that young people are ready and able to become mature, considerate, morally aware adults. In an age when God and Church are not given much thought it allows young people to witness and be witnesses to Jesus Christ and His teachings.
This diocese has made a commitment to provide a place in a Catholic primary school and a Catholic secondary school for every Catholic child in the diocese – please make good use of your preference to ensure that your child receives a good Catholic education.
