EUTHANASIA
Voluntary euthanasia -
A person requests their own death. Many, like the ‘Voluntary Euthanasia Society’, campaign to make ‘voluntary euthanasia’ legal so that a person may be assisted in their own death in order to end their suffering or pain. This is the root of the modern interpretation of euthanasia as a ‘mercy killing’. 
The two principles used to justify ‘mercy killing’ are 
(1). The Quality of Life – if your quality of life is poor, because of pain and suffering then you should be able to end it. 

(2). ’AUTONOMY’ –  this means the ability to choose your own time to die, because your body is your private property – no one else has power over your body.
The Catholic View on Euthanasia
The Christian response will begin by pointing to a change in the meaning of the word ‘euthanasia’. In the past, ‘euthanasia’ meant ‘dying well’ or ‘a good death’ ( ‘eu’ is Greek for ‘good’ ‘thanatos’ is Greek for ‘death’), one achieved after a good life or a death with honour. Today, however, it is usually understood as ‘mercy killing’. This change is important, because euthanasia now means bringing certain lives to an end, whereas the original meaning was about ending your natural life well. The modern meaning of euthanasia accepts that certain lives can end before they are supposed to.  

Bible Teaching
Catholics will appeal to the Bible, as the Word of God, for their argument on euthanasia. They will begin with the belief that God is Creator, and from this will come two important beliefs: (1). Human life is sacred and (2). Life is a gift from God.

(1). In Genesis 1: 27 God said, ‘Let us make human beings in our own image’, this means that of all creatures created by God, human beings are unique and the most precious in God’s eyes. Therefore, human life is sacred and should not be done away with or thrown away.

(2). In Genesis 2: 7, ‘God took some soil from the ground and formed a man out of it; he breathed life-giving breath into his nostrils and the man became a living being’. This shows that life is a gift from God and so people are responsible for respecting and cherishing that gift. If life comes from God then human beings do not have absolute power over their own living and dying; God’s authority must be recognised, according to Catholics. In the Book of Job, Job states: ‘The Lord gave, and now he has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.’ Christians believe it is wrong to be able to choose the time of our own dying. This is not up to us, but to God; this is confirmed in Psalm 139 which states: ‘The days given to me have all been recorded in your book, before any of them began.’ Any action that deliberately seeks to end life is wrong. 

(3). The Sixth Commandment states: ‘Thou shall not murder’. Murder is the deliberate killing of a human being is wrong because it goes against the divine law which Christians must obey.
