Religious Education

Foundation Stage

Baseline Assessment
The purpose of this baseline assessment is to find out what religious knowledge, what religious vocabulary and what religious experience children already have upon entering school in the Reception class.

The school can then use this information in a variety of ways:

Firstly, it will help the school identify the children’s starting point in RE:
How do the results of their attainment on entry compare to other areas? 
Is their attainment on entry broadly similar, ahead or behind their attainment in other areas? 
Are there any identifiable groups whose attainment on entry is noticeably different from other groups (boys, girls, Baptised Catholics, other Christians etc)? 
Are there no distinct differences in attainment on entry (even though there may be a large number of baptised Catholics)?
Secondly, it will enable the school to identify the progress made having identified the starting point. 
Over time it will also help identify trends in a school’s population and help the school respond to changing needs.
It is suggested that the assessment should be carried out over more than one session working with groups of children. Early in the autumn term would be the most appropriate time.
The recording sheets can be enlarged to A3. There are 10 questions in total. The vocabulary list on page 2 is not an exhaustive list.
This Baseline Assessment is an edited and adapted version of one that is used in the Archdiocese of Birmingham.


.

	Knowledge


	Aspect of RE
	Vocabulary

	Of Jesus


	Liturgical Year

Scripture

Christian Living
Sacraments
	Jesus, Son of God, King, Christ

	Of Mary


	Liturgical Year 
Scripture
	Mary, Mother of Jesus, Mother of God

	Of the Christmas story
	The Liturgical Year

Scripture
	Jesus, Mary, Joseph, stable, star, angel, shepherds, Kings, Bethlehem

	Of scripture


	Scripture

Christian Living

	Bible

Named story

	Of the church building
	Christian Living
Sacraments


	Church



	Of Religious Objects
	Christian Living
Prayer
	Crucifix, statue of Mary

	Religious experience
	
	

	the sign of the cross


	Prayer

Christian Living
	Words of the prayer

	a prayer


	Prayer

Christian Living
	

	of any other prayer rituals (blessing with Holy water)

any other (own) religious experiences


	
	Blessing

	
	
	


BASELINE ASSESSMENT PART 1 Religious Artefacts
	Name
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(BIBLE)

1. What is this called? 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Do you know a Bible story?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(CRUCIFIX) 
3. What is this called?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Why do we have one in class/school?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(STATUE OF MARY)

5. Who is this?
	
	
	
	
	
	


BASELINE ASSESSMENT PART 2 Prayer

	Name
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. (SIGN OF THE CROSS)

Can make the sign of the Cross
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If necessary teacher can demonstrate and ask ‘What am I doing?’


	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. What things do people do when they pray?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(CHURCH)

8. What is this place called?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	(CHURCH)
9. Why is it a special place?
	
	
	
	
	
	


BASELINE ASSESSMENT PART 3 Religious Knowledge: Christmas

	Name
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(CHRISTMAS CARD/ NATIVITY SCENE)
10. Can you tell me something about this picture/scene?
Focus on:

 - Who is there? - characters/names

 - Why they are there?


	
	
	
	
	
	


PART 1 Religious Artefacts





You will need: a Bible, crucifix, statue of Mary





PART 2 Prayer





You will need: a picture/ photograph of a church, e.g. the local parish Church.


NB: Observe the children at prayer time to assess whether they are familiar with making the Sign of the Cross.





PART 3 Religious Knowledge: Christmas





You will need: a Christmas card/picture depicting the nativity. You may prefer to use a Nativity Set for the latter.











