BASIC PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN ETHICS
Much of the basis of Christian Ethics stems from The DOCTRINE OF CREATION 
Since we need not exist (contingent) God 

must have a purpose in creating. 
This means that written into creation

is God’s purpose for things; and since 

human beings are made in God’s image

they have the understanding and freedom 

to come to know and follow that purpose

This is where the idea of NATURAL LAW
comes from. 
GOD IS CREATOR

What does this mean?  - It means that everything depends for its existence upon God. In philosophical terms, this means that we are contingent – we could be otherwise – we are not necessary

IT FOLLOWS: Life is a GIFT, it is God’s. It is on loan to us (K. Barth).

From this comes the PRINCIPLE OF THE

SANCTITY OF LIFE – the idea that 

HUMAN LIFE IS SACRED. 

This follows from Genesis 2:7 God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living being.”
Genesis 1: 26-27

“Let us make man in our own image”

IT FOLLOWS: that we, uniquely of all creatures,
From this stems the idea

are called into a personal relationship with God.
that human beings are 








PERSONS not things.





Because God loves us we 





can never be thrown away
LIFE is of intrinsic value (good in and of itself, because ordained – chosen to be like that – by God).
