AT 1: Learning about religion 

Strand 1: beliefs, teaching and sources

	Level descriptor
	Explanation
	Examples

	Level 1: Recognise some religious stories
	This means that the pupils will have been introduced to stories about a religious person, event, etc. They are not expected to retell the story; only recognise that it is about a religious person, event, etc.
	Hear and recognise the story of the birth of Jesus.

	Level 2: Retell some special stories about religious events and people. 
	To gain this level, the pupil will have to retell a story (at a depth appropriate to their age).
	Tell the story of Jesus’ birth.



	Level 3: Make links between religious stories and beliefs.
	To gain this level, the pupil will have to make simple links between the story and a basic religious belief. 
	Link the birth of Jesus to the belief that Jesus is the Son of God.



	Level 4: Describe and show understanding of religious sources, beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences, making links between them. 
	To gain this level, the pupil has to be able to describe and show some understanding of religious sources (e.g. bible stories), in more detail than a level 3, and how they are linked to beliefs, ideas, feelings or experiences.
	Describe the birth of Jesus and, in more detail than a level 3, say what the birth of Jesus means for Christians. 



	Level 5: Identify sources of religious belief and explain how distinctive religious beliefs arise. 
	To gain this level, the pupil will know where a particular belief comes from (scripture references) and explain how the belief came about. 
	Link the belief in the Incarnation to the relevant scripture references and to the experiences of e.g. Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, Wise Men, disciples etc.



AT 1: Learning about religion 

Strand 2: celebration and ritual 

	Level descriptor
	Explanation
	Examples

	Level 1: Recognise some religious signs and symbols and use some religious words and phrases.
	To gain this level, the pupil will simply recognise and use religious signs, words and phrases.  
	Making the sign of the cross. Joining hands for prayer. Saying ‘Amen’. Saying ‘thank you’ to God’.

Recognise some signs and symbols used in prayer and the sacraments.

	Level 2: Use religious words and phrases to describe some religious actions and symbols.
	To gain this level, the pupil will have to describe the action or symbol. They are not expected to explain them at this level. 
	Describe how the sign of the cross is made. Describe how to genuflect to the tabernacle. 
Use religious words and phrases to describe actions and symbols used in celebrations and rituals: advent wreath, water, oil, light. 

	Level 3: Use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols. 
	To gain this level, the pupil will have to give reasons why particular actions or symbols are used. 
	Explain why the sign of the cross is made.

Explain why people genuflect to the tabernacle. 
Give reasons why water and oil is used in Baptism.

	Level 4: Use religious terms to show an understanding of different liturgies. 
	The key words here are ‘Liturgy’, which is a complete act of worship. Some description is necessary to show understanding. The pupil will have to show an awareness of different types of liturgies but not in single pieces of work. 
	Show an understanding of what happens at Baptism.
Show understanding of what happens at the Mass.

	Level 5: Describe and explain the meaning and purpose of different liturgies or forms of worship (e.g. prayer). 
	This level is not asking for a description of the liturgy but a description and explanation of ‘meaning’ and ‘purpose’ (‘meaning’ and ‘purpose’ are interrelated). The word ‘different’ has continued for this level.  
	Explain the meaning of baptism and explain the purpose of baptism. 
Explain the meaning and purpose of prayer. 


AT 1: Learning about religion 

Strand 3: social and moral practices and way of life

	Level descriptor
	Explanation
	Examples

	Level 1: Recognise that people, because of their religion, act in a particular way. 
	To gain this level, the pupil will show an awareness of religious practice.
	The pupil knows that some people go to church on a Sunday. 

The pupil knows that people are kind because that is what Jesus wants. 



	Level 2: Describe some ways in which religion is lived out by believers. 
	To show the difference between level 1 and level 2, the word ‘describe’ is used. To gain this level, the pupil will describe activities. 
	Describe what happens in church. 
Describe what Catholics do – on Ash Wednesday, during Lent, Advent, Christmas (there is a link with strand 2).

	Level 3: Give reasons for certain actions by believers. 
	The strand has now moved from description to understanding. To gain this level, the pupil will have to explain why a religious person does something. 
	Give reasons why a person goes to church.
Give reasons why a person gives money to CAFOD.

	Level 4: Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life. 
	This level has replaced ‘give reasons’ with ‘show understanding’. The difference between the two is about the detail or amount of explanation. This level is about showing how a person’s way of life rather than isolated actions is shaped by what they believe. 
	Explain why a person goes to church as at level 3, but provide more detailed reasons, e.g., scripture texts, how the Body of Christ model/command at the end of Mass can shape life. 
Explain why a Christian should care for the earth - scripture texts, how life is shaped by the creation story into concern for conservation of resources.

	Level 5: Identify similarities and differences between peoples’ responses to social and moral issues because of their beliefs. 
	This level has introduced the need to compare different responses. It has replaced ‘way of life’ with ‘social and moral issues’. To gain this level, the pupil will have to show that they are aware of how beliefs affect peoples’ responses to social/moral issues. 
	Facilitate a class discussion on, e.g., poverty, wealth or war, and discuss why people have different responses to the issue. 



AT 2: Learning from religion 

Strand 1: engagement with own and others’ beliefs and values

	Level descriptor
	Explanation
	Examples

	Level 1: Talk about their own experiences and feelings. 
	To gain this level, the pupil will simply describe their own experiences and feelings.
	Talk about a birthday party or being happy. 



	Level 2: Ask and respond to questions about their own and others’ experiences and feelings.
	This level is about the pupil’s ability to interact with others. To gain this level, the pupil will dialogue about their own and others’ experiences and feelings. 
	In a ‘circle time’ situation, facilitate a discussion about people who are special or what causes others to be happy or sad.


	Level 3: Make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others. 
	The words ‘make links’ are about understanding. To gain this level, the pupil will show that they are beginning to understand why they, and others, act the way they do.
	Pupils make links between being kind to someone and beliefs about ‘loving ones neighbour’. 

Pupils make links between their care for the environment and beliefs about caring for God’s world.

	Level 4: Show how own and others’ decisions are informed by beliefs and values. 
	This is similar to level 3 but the words ‘show how’ rather than ‘make links’ requires a greater level of understanding. 
	Show, with more reasons than a level 3 response, how what you believe affects what you do, e.g., why should Christians care for the earth?

	Level 5: Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence them and others. 
	‘Explain’, ‘inspire’ and ‘influence’ imply a greater level of understanding as to why people behave the way they do. To gain this level, the pupil will provide a wider range of reasons than those of previous levels. The quality of explanation will be greater. 
	Pupils identify the Christian values and beliefs that explain why they & others help fundraise for CAFOD.



AT 2: Learning from religion 

Strand 2: engagement with questions of meaning and purpose 

	Level descriptor
	Explanation
	Examples

	Level 1: Say what they wonder about. 
	To gain this level, the pupil will simply express a sense of wonder and awe. 
	The pupil will draw attention to something that strikes them as beautiful, e.g., a flower or the stars at night.  



	Level 2: Ask questions about what they and others wonder about and realise that some of these questions are difficult to answer. 
	To gain this level, the pupil will have to ask questions about the aspect that causes wonderment. The second element requires that they ask questions that are difficult to find answers to. 
	In a ‘Circle-time’ situation discuss, e.g., the flower or stars, acknowledging that at some level, e.g., the origin of life, some questions are difficult to answer. 



	Level 3: Compare their own and other people’s ideas about questions that are difficult to answer. 
	To gain this level, the pupil will have to show the ability to discuss in more detail than a level 2 response some of the difficult questions. 
	In a ‘Circle-time’ situation compare what one person has said with another person’s response. 



	Level 4: Engage with, and respond to, questions of life in the light of religious teaching. 
	To gain this level, the pupil will need to be introduced to aspects of religious teaching and explore how they can inform their response to questions of life. 
	Show understanding, either orally or in writing, about Christian teaching that God is the Creator and that God loves us.


	Level 5: Demonstrate how religious beliefs and teaching give some explanation of the purpose and meaning of human life. 
	To gain this level, the pupil will need to explain, in more detail than a level 4 response, how religious beliefs answer questions about the meaning and purpose of human life.
	Explain what Christians believe about the importance of prayer in life.


