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Introduction
The Inspection of St. Paulinus’ Catholic Primary School was carried out under the requirements of the Education Act 2005, and in accordance with the Leeds Diocesan Framework and Schedule for Section 48 Inspections approved by the Bishop of Leeds.
Description of the school

St. Paulinus’ School is located in the town of Dewsbury, West Yorkshire.  At the time of the Inspection there are 412 pupils on roll.  The majority of children come from the parish of 
St. Paulinus, the school also serves the parish of St. Aidan’s, Mirfield and St. Thomas More, Chickenley.
Upon entry children’s skills are in line with those nationally.  By the time the pupils leave Year 6 the children’s performances are in line with those nationally in the core subjects.
17% of children have free school meals.

Overall effectiveness of the school

The overall effectiveness of the provision for the Catholic life of the school, 
of curriculum RE, and the school’s main strengths and areas for development.

St. Paulinus’ is a good Catholic school, with some outstanding features.  The staff are friendly and the children are polite.  The school’s Mission Statement is central to the life of the school.
     “In Him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17-28)

The children enjoy coming to St. Paulinus School.  The teaching of Religious Education is good, with some outstanding features.
The children are polite and behave well.

Collective Worship is outstanding.  Children are active participants in worship; they receive positive well-structured prayerful experiences.

The headteacher has a clear vision for what it means to be a Catholic school.

Children make satisfactory or good progress in Religious Education.

The effectiveness of any steps taken to promote improvement since the last Inspection

The last Inspection (then called Section 23) was carried out in September 1999.  Since then the school has:-
· Developed its assessment procedures.  These are now embedded;
· Allocated 10% of its curriculum time to Religious Education;
· Improved the quality of teaching in Religious Education.
The capacity to make further improvement
The school’s self-evaluation (SEF 48) is a very detailed, accurate document.  The SEF refers to many areas of quality which the school should be proud of.  It has also identified some areas which require further improvement.
St. Paulinus’ school community has a very good capacity to make further improvements, as it has done since the last Inspection.

What steps need to be taken in order to further improve the provision of Catholic education?
· To review the Mission Statement extending its clear message to the whole school community;
· To apply the monitoring/observation procedures for Collective Worship to Religious Education lessons;
· To build in to the assessment process regular opportunities for the staff to moderate work together and to consider how children might make further progress;
· To celebrate the high quality Collective Worship that exists at St. Paulinus’.
The Catholic Life of the School

Leadership and Management 

How effective are Leadership and Management in developing the Catholic life of the  school?

St. Paulinus’ is very well led by a particularly committed Headteacher, who is well supported by the staff and governors.  These people have helped to implement significant improvements since the last Inspection.
The Mission Statement is central to the life of the school.  It is understood by the children and is evident in written form around the school and, more importantly, in the lives of the children and staff of the school.

When the Mission Statement is next reviewed there will be an opportunity to ensure that all staff and all families of the school look closely at its meaning.  This can only further enhance the good work of this faith community.
Collective Worship

How good is the quality of Collective Worship?

The quality of Collective Worship is outstanding.  The liturgies are well structured, involve children, who sometimes plan and lead the worship.
The focal points are interesting and stimulating.  Collective Worship at St. Paulinus’ links in with the diocesan ‘Come and See’ programme.  Worship has opportunities for quiet reflection.  The children listen well and participate enthusiastically, through reading, dance and drama.

The children are given a Mission before each act of worship closes.
Collective Worship is a strength of the school.

Religious Education
Achievement and Standards in re
How well do learners achieve in RE?

In the Foundation stage at St. Paulinus’ school, the children’s attitudes to Religious Education are of a high quality.  They concentrate on their activities for long periods of time.
When studying a topic during Lent (a time to make someone happy) one Foundation Stage pupil wrote:-
     “I cuddled Mummy when she was in hospital”

By the end of Key Stage 1 many children are working at national expectations in Religious Education.
One Year 2 child showed a deep appreciation of an important biblical text, during the topic on ‘Neighbours’, he wrote:-

    “Then a Levite came and he ran across the road because he was scared.  After

     that the enemy of the Jews (the Samaritan) came to clean him up”.

The children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 are introduced to the Jewish faith.  In Key Stage 2 the children deepen their understanding of their own faith and through the study of Judaism, Islam and Hinduism that of other world religions.
One Year 6 child wrote some key facts about the Hindu faith:-
     “When they go to the temple they ring a bell.  They give the piyari, or priest,

      gifts of food and flowers”.

Pupils make satisfactory or good progress during Key Stage 2.  There are examples of pupils working above the national expectations.

When the staff next spend time together monitoring Religious Education, they should consider the impact of having longer or shorter lessons on the standard of work the children produce.

The quality of provision in re

How effective are Teaching and learning in RE?
The quality of provision for Religious Education is good.  Teaching is good overall, with some outstanding features, particularly at the older end of the school.
All lessons were well planned.  They stimulated the children and drew upon their own experiences.  The teacher, sometimes with the help of the teaching assistant, injected an appropriate pace.

The children listen well; they are attentive and enjoy their learning.

More able children are given opportunities to be challenged.  Less able children are challenged appropriately and are made to feel included.

The teachers make good use of the new interactive whiteboards.

Religious Education lessons were enriched by cross-curricular links with Music, Art and Dance.

One Year 1 lesson began with peer massage which developed respect for one another and created a wonderfully peaceful atmosphere.
Teachers have a deep knowledge of the ‘Here I Am’ curriculum.  They share the lesson objectives well, and where practice is outstanding they involve the pupils in an evaluation of what they have learned.

A rigorous monitoring of Religious Education lessons will only enhance the delivery of the subject.  There will be opportunities at St. Paulinus’ to analyse and share high quality practice.
How well does the RE curriculum meet the needs and interests of learners?
St. Paulinus’ school provides interesting opportunities to enable all the children to learn.  
The children can relate to the interesting activities which the staff provide.  This adds to their enjoyment of this core subject.
The children work in a good learning atmosphere where their contributions are valued by the staff and by their peers.

leadership and management of re

How effective are Leadership and Management in raising achievement and supporting all learners in RE?
Leadership and Management of Religious Education are good.

The R.E. Co-ordinator and Headteacher have led a series of initiatives, which have improved the subject of Religious Education since the last Inspection.

Assessment procedures are now embedded.

Now the staff need to moderate children’s work together and level it.  Then they should consider how the children might make further progress.

This review should also include a debate about the impacts of different lengths of Religious Education lesson depending on the age of the child.

The ICT provision is having a positive impact in the delivery of the Religious Education curriculum.
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