D Quinn Autumn 2010


HERE I AM / CURRICULUM DIRECTORY
AUTUMN TERM CYCLE C

Primary Concepts – Search/Revelation/Response

Focus:  Life <-> Creation 

Focus Question:  “Where do I come from?”
Introduction
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As we prepare to begin a new year in the life of the school, in my career, perhaps this might be a moment to reflect.  Every year I try to present to the children in my class an understanding of various aspects of the Christian Faith – my faith.  We know that understanding and skills can be assessed, faith cannot be.  In a Catholic school there are many more things to be valued above those things that are tested and assessed – every individual in the school, for a start.  The faith we try to live in our schools celebrates God’s presence in our world from Creation, to the Incarnation and Redemption.  It is rooted in the story of God’s dealings with God’s people recorded in the Scriptures and lived in the history of the Church.  We try to link our stories with that great story of our faith, and introduce our children to   the ways in which they can make connections and come to an understanding of God’s presence in their life.  

This is not an easy task, as we know only too well.  Sometimes we might wonder where God is for me in the face of my own professional targets, the demands of the curriculum, and the day to day grind of work in the classroom.  As always with Here I Am we begin with ourselves and my experience.  “Where do I come from?”  “Who am I?” “Why am I here?” are the three focus questions with which we begin each term.  In facing these questions for myself – knowing that God is present within me, and within the community of the school, to guide and support me, the richness of my own experience and what I have to offer the new generation of disciples may become clearer.  At the heart of the Here I Am symbol is the Chi-Rho sign of the early Christians, their way of signalling Christ.  In Christ those focus questions, and our attempts to convey an understanding of faith to the children, will be supported and underpinned, whatever else about targets, and league-tables may be foisted upon us.

Welcome to a New Year!

“Where do I come from?”  Anyone who has experienced disorientation of any kind knows the fear and insecurity that entails.  The continuum here can range from being lost in an unfamiliar part of town (or in the country), to total amnesia.  Panic can set in, unless we can find something that helps us to re-orient ourselves, something familiar.  The world around us is so vast and complex that it could overwhelm us into that kind of panic.  For the Christian, however, the knowledge that God is behind and within all aspects of creation, leads us to realise the goodness of all created things, their sacredness and the respect we owe them.  Our three themes also lead us to a deeper understanding of giftedness, belonging and loving within that creation.
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Beginning with the basic experience of the children – belonging to a family – we begin to see how it is that the love of the family of God is first experienced in the love of our own families.
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Here is an opportunity to use the experience of the children’s younger brothers, sisters, cousins, or friends of the family to illustrate all kinds of things about vulnerability, care, and love for the tiniest of creatures.  From this we can all learn something of the sacredness of life and the respect we are called to give to life in all its forms.  The tiniest baby is loved by God, and so are we.

Dates to Note:
September 8th
Birthday of Our Lady



October
2nd
The Holy Guardian Angels





4th
St. Francis of Assisi






CAFOD Family Fast Day






5th
Leicestershire Martyrs
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Moving on from God’s love for us and of our belonging to a family is the experience of belonging to God’s family through Baptism and Confirmation.  Part of the task of this theme is help the children with the realisation that, along with the great benefits of belonging to this family, there are responsibilities as well.


From the basic idea of welcoming with youngest classes, moving through beginning life in the family of the Church, to Confirmation and renewal of baptismal promises with the older children, this topic comes to grips with a vital aspect of these two sacraments.  We are being initiated, introduced to the life of God experienced in the Church.  Experiences of baptismal services, photographs, and baptismal candles can all be useful aids to this topic.

Dates to Note:
October 
7th 
Our Lady of The Rosary






12th
St. Wilfrid




November
1st 
All Saints






2nd 
All Souls Day






12th 
Remembrance Day






17th    St. Hugh of Lincoln








As we move closer to Christmas we celebrate the great season of Advent – our time of waiting and preparation.  Waiting is not something that is valued or practised much in our culture and the need to do this is a key element of our work.  The link to loving is crucial here.  God is not teasing us with this waiting.  God is wanting us to be ready to receive the best of what is given in the birth of Jesus, and that is not something that comes without a time of preparation and reflection.



Although at one level this might seem the easiest way in to talk about the coming of Jesus, we need to be very careful not to pre-empt the time of preparation and move too quickly to think about the presents people receive at Christmas.  Giftedness in ourselves and of what we can offer to others is a vital element in our teaching.  In Jesus, God is offering a gift to us to help us be and live as the people we are called to be through our Baptism and Confirmation.  The preparation time of Advent is key here.

Dates to Note:
Nov.
21st 
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary




26th 
Christ the King – National Youth Day




30th 
St. Andrew



Dec.
1st
Derbyshire Martyrs  

3rd  
First Sunday of Advent





   (Readings from Cycle C, St. Luke)




  8th 
The Immaculate Conception 

Theme One : Family <-> Domestic Church 


C.D.  –  Church





TOPIC ONE : BABIES


(4th September – 6th October)





Theme Two : Belonging <-> Baptism/Confirmation 


C.D.  - Celebration





TOPIC TWO : INITIATION


(9th October – 10th November)





OTHER FAITHS


week beginning 13thNovember








Theme Three :  Loving <-> Advent/Christmas


C.D.  -  Life in Christ





TOPIC THREE : GIFTS


(20th November  –  to end of term and beyond)
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