Teaching and Learning Activities
Foundation Stage
Beginnings
Recognise, reflect and respect
· Read stories: Here I Am file p114

 ‘Starting School’ by Janet and Allan Alberg ISBN: 9780140507379

‘The Baby’s Catalogue’ by Janet and Allan Alberg ISBN: 9780140503852

· Have photos of children showing their visit to the school – discuss their emotions.

· Visit key adults in the school with the children – create collage/paint pictures/make clay models of the key adults.

· Outdoor suggestion: A ‘Myself ‘ hunt – hide pictures of children from the group – children find the picture and match to child. 

●   Circle time: Children place their name card/photo around a candle – Reflect on beginning
     school and the people who are there with them. Remember God is with them and loves them. 
     ‘Thank-you God.’
· Persona doll/puppet – how did the doll feel on its first day at school?

· Invite dinner ladies and other helpers to the class to meet the children.

· Continuous provision: Cut up laminated photos of children and staff – children complete jigsaws.

· Continuous provision: Emotion badges- make badges happy/sad/worried to keep in prayer area. Children use these within continuous provision throughout the year. Prayer prompts: ‘You made me God. You were there at my very beginning.’  ‘You made me God.’ ‘I am wonderfully made.’(p. 12-13 God’s Story 1 based on psalm 139. ‘I will rest in your love for me.’ (p.14-15 God’s Story 1 based on psalm 131)

Relate
· Video/DVD of new baby

· Visit by new mum/dad and baby

· Matching photos – children and staff

· Questionnaire home to parents – first tooth, first word, first walk

· Learn song from Rejoice (one) HarperCollins ISBN: 0-00-599358 ‘Come before God’ and focus on the last line ‘We are glad we belong to you.’ Sing ‘Morning song’ – Good morning Lord… p.18 and ‘Evening song’ – Now the day is over. p.19

· Read story p116 HIA 

· God’s story 1 p12 and 13 based on psalm 139 ‘You made me God. You were there at my very beginning.’ See notes on p.43. How many people can you see? Etc. The psalm may be used in prayer with the children adding ‘Thank–you God’ as a response to each line.

·  Home /school link display idea: Place baby photos into central image of palms of hands. ‘You are precious to me. I call you by your name. You are my child.’ (Based on Isaiah 43:12) p. 22-23 God’s Story 1. See notes on page 44.

· Psalm 139 p116 HIA “You were there God when I …..”  Use a selection of photos – scan photo of child and classroom photos and place in a box. Individual child comes and takes out a photo “You were there God when we/I …” (Activity could be whole class or small group then moved following the focussed activity to the prayer corner for continuous provision)

· Wonder Walk! – celebrating that ‘Everything God made is wonderful’ from psalm 139 Record/ sounds, take photos/videos/make list/collage of what’s found/treasure box (multi sensory approach) End with singing ‘He’s got the whole world in his hands’ and write a thank you prayer e.g. ‘Thank-you for being with me when I stood up’. Thank-you for being with me when I took my first step.’ Etc.

· God’s story p12-13 – Create speech bubbles for people – what is being said (Whole class or group) Use image found on CD for an IWB activity.

· God’s story p14-15 based on Psalm 131 found on p51 HIA ‘Myself’ topic. Based on names – create a name card – glitter name, string, ICT. 

· Songs: Learn or use as background music (use percussion to accompany)

· Bernadette Farrell’s hymn “You have called me by your name”. (Share the Light OCP publications. Teach sign language.  

· ‘God hears me when I pray’ by Cynthia Gowens found on ‘How can we keep from singing? CJM music.

· ‘Good morning Jesus’ 

· “If I were a butterfly” Words and music by Brian Howard. www.butterflysong.com for lyrics and audio clip.

‘From my head down to my toes’

Sing this, touching the different parts. Start the song slowly, then repeat it faster.....usually end up pointing to the wrong parts, which means lots of giggles.
.
(To tune of "If you’re happy and you know it")

From my head down to my toes, God made me.
From my head down to my toes, God made me.
From my head down to my toes, and my eyes and ears and nose,
from my head down to my toes, God made me. 
· Home/ school link – What does your name mean? Who are you named after?
Prayers: Hands together, sign of the cross.
· Teach and say a ‘Morning Prayer’ –(God bless us today) and a ‘Night Prayer’. (Thank-you God for.) (See Church’s Story 1 p. 20-21)

· Choose a prayer leader to lead class prayer with teacher. Make a PowerPoint (see ‘Welcome to the Mass’ CD-ROM) of child making the sign of the cross. Send school prayers home.(Home school link)

· Set up home area/ role-play welcoming the baby home, looking after the baby, putting the baby to sleep.(play Brahm’s Lullaby) etc.

 Other books:

· ‘My New Baby’ (Annie Kubler) amazon.co.uk

· ‘Waiting for Baby (Annie Kubler) amazon.co.uk

· ‘I’m a Big Brother’ (Joanna Cole) amazon.co.uk

· ‘I’m a Big Sister’ (Joanna Cole) amazon.co.ok

· ‘There’s a House Inside My Mummy’ (Giles Andreae) amazon.co.uk

Other songs:

· ‘Hush little Baby’

· ‘Twinkle Twinkle Little star’  

· ‘Rock-A–Bye-Baby’ Google – KIDiddles

