SOME ACTIVITIES FOR THE TOPIC ENERGY

LEVEL 1

AT1i Talk about their own experiences and feelings.

 Activity: Throughout different times of the day note how we are using our energy. Use camera or video to record and revisit on white board. Children talk about their experiences and feelings.

AT1iii Recognise that people, because of their religion, act in a particular way.
Activity: Around a picture of the Pentecost story write words to recognise that at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit gave energy to the friends of Jesus.
Activity: Use ‘Red Hat’ (emotion) thinking to help children to recognise how the friends of Jesus felt. – Freeze frame the feeling of Jesus’ friends - happiness / full of energy.
LEVEL 2
AT2i Ask and respond to questions about their own and others’ experiences and feelings.

Activity: Read ‘Pentecost – the feast of energy’ – God’s Story 2 p.84-85.Draw up a list of questions about the disciples experience and feelings. ‘Hot seat’ the disciples.
AT1i – Makes links between religious stories and beliefs.

Activity: Retell the story of Pentecost. (God’s story 1 p36-37, God’s story 2 p84-85) Take photos of the children. Make it into a photo story [adult support] with children voicing the different parts. 
Encourage use of expression to describe feelings of the apostles before and after.

Activity: Cartoon strip/ sequence the events of Pentecost day
AT1iii – Give reasons for certain actions by believers.

Activity: Independently make a bubble map of the feelings Jesus’ friends felt at different points in the Pentecost and ask the children to describe how the Holy Spirit gave energy and joy to the friends of Jesus. Use pictures of the different events in the story to support the activity.

Activity: Write a letter to a friend from a Disciple of Jesus describing the events of Pentecost in their own words.  Ensure that the children describe how the Holy Spirit gives joy and energy and that at Pentecost, the Church family celebrates this.
LEVEL 3

AT1i – Makes links between religious stories and beliefs.

Activity: Use the image from God’s Story 3 CD p133. Imagine you are the follower of Jesus in blue addressing the crowd. Write your script in a big speech bubble telling them how the Pentecost experience has changed you.

Activity: Demonstrate by any means – write, pp presentation, act what the scripture tells us about what Christians believe about the Holy Spirit.

AT1iii – Give reasons for certain actions by believers.

Activity: ‘Holy Spirit comes to my town.’ Work with this headline. Write a diary entry/newspaper account describing what kind of lives Christians are living today because of the coming of the Spirit and the example of the early church community.
Activity: Explore ‘How does believing in the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost help Christians to live today? Debate, press release, magazine article, TV presentation with panel, sermon for Sunday Mass.
Activity: Write a letter to a friend from a Disciple of Jesus describing Jesus promise’ to send the Holy Spirit and what happened on Pentecost day. Describe and give reasons to explain what the Church family prays for at Pentecost.
AT2i – Make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others.

Activity: A television company is going to broadcast ‘Question Time’ from your school. Invite a panel of speakers to your class. Prepare questions to ask them about how their beliefs and feelings around the Pentecost event - when they experienced the energy of the Holy Spirit - affected their behavior. Reflect on this yourself. Report the programme to someone who missed it.

LEVEL 4

AT1iii – Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life.

Activity: ‘Thought for the Day’ is a short reflection broadcast every day on Radio 4. It is based on a religious issue, belief or question. You have been invited to speak on the programme for about 2 minutes and the title you have been given is – ‘A whole new way of living’. Write your script showing how belief in the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost shapes the lives of Christians today. 
Activity: Prepare a leaflet for someone of another faith explaining why Pentecost is important for Christians and what effect it has on the way they live.
Activity: Have a visitor to explain how his/her religious belief in the Holy Spirit shapes his/her life – this could be a parishioner or Parish Priest, Deacon, Parish Sister/Nun, someone from CAFOD, Cabrini Society, Nurse, Carer.  

Using a photograph/drawing of the visitor ask the children to write about how that person lives their life according to their religious belief in the Holy Spirit. This could be done in the format of a biographical account, a recount of the visit or newspaper article.

LEVEL 5

AT1i – Identify sources of religious belief and explain how distinctive beliefs arise.

Activity: Pentecost and Art. Google a range of Pentecost paintings. Identify the Scriptural sources of the artist’s belief. Write a letter to a person of another faith explaining how belief in the transforming power of the Spirit has arisen for Christians. 

AT2i – Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence them and others.

Activity:

Prepare a presentation explaining how belief in the power and gifts of the Spirit inspires and influence themselves and other Christians. 
