SOME TEACHING & LEARNING STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT THE ‘SIGNS AND SYMBOLS’ TOPIC.
Level 1

AT1ii – Recognise some religious signs and symbols and use some religious words and phrases.

Activity – Design a Baptism card.

Using some of the symbols of Baptism, design and make an invitation or congratulations card for a Baptism.

Activity – Baptism Collage.

Stick the Baptism pictures from God’s Story 2 (pages 33-37) onto a large sheet of paper and get pupils to name/talk about/write/scribe what they recognise.

AT2i – Talk about their own experiences and feelings.

Activity – Sign Hunt.

Go on sign hunt around school, photographing signs you see. Ask children what these different signs mean and why we need them.
Activity – Name the Sign.

Show photos/images of different signs seen in school and in the community. Ask how they help us.

Activity - Listen and talk to one another about our own experiences about Baptism – draw/write our thoughts and experiences. Fill in simple ‘thought bubbles’ with any pictures, symbols or words which help explain our experiences and feelings.
Level 2

AT1i Retell some special stories about religious events and people.
Activity - Read/re-enact together ‘The symbols of Baptism’ and know baptism is a special event. Role-play the meanings and messages within the sacrament of Baptism. (These can be recorded through writing, drawing and Digital camera). 

AT1ii – Use religious words and phrases to describe some religious actions and symbols.

Activity – Design a matching card game for Year 1.

In groups/pairs/individually, make a set of cards describing what happens at a Baptism. Give the game to Year 1 to play. It could be matching picture cards with text cards and those who are able can put them in right order. Or there could be picture and text on each card and the activity is to sequence the actions and symbols.

Activity – Using the pictures on p34-36 God’s Story 2 ask children to annotate the signs and symbols and actions used, adding speech bubbles

AT2i – Ask and respond to questions about their own and others’ experiences and feelings.

Activity - Re-enact a Baptism as a class. Freeze frame parts of the Baptism and discuss the meaning of each. Talk about those involved and what it is they do (priest, parents, godparents) Hot-seat those from the story. Alternatively, interview your school priest, asking questions you may have about Baptism and its meaning to us and others.

Level 3

AT1i – Make links between religious stories and beliefs.

Activity – Around an illustration of a baptismal candle make a mind map linking Matthew 5:14-15, part of the baptism service and how ’we walk as children of the light’.
AT1ii – Use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols.

Activity – Give pupils the pictures from God’s Story 3 about Baptism / Confirmation (pages 38-49).Ask them to say what is happening with reasons, explaining the symbolism.
AT1iii - Give reasons for certain actions by believers

Activity - Prepare some questions to ask those who have taken sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. Interview a guest and record your answers.

Activity – design a simple guide for a younger child or for a non-Christian, giving reasons why it is Christians are baptised and/or take the sacrament of Confirmation
AT2i – Make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others.

Activity - Create a modern day version of the baptismal promises for other children to use, linked to their/our daily lives at home, school and within the wider community. Link the Renewal of baptismal promises to how we can/do behave as Christians.
AT2ii - Compare their own and other people’s ideas about questions that are difficult to answer

 Activity - Hold a class discussion based on ‘Keeping our promises’. Why is it difficult for us and others to keep their promises to God?

Level 4
AT1ii – Use religious terms to show an understanding of different liturgies.
Activity: Write a script for a TV/radio documentary on Liturgies of commitment, explaining the connection between Baptism, Confirmation and the Easter Vigil.
AT1iii – Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life.

Activity – Why I wanted to be confirmed
Following role-play/hot seating, write a speech to be given to a Confirmation class by an older child who has been confirmed. Remember to include beliefs and activities that have influenced them.
AT2i - Show how own and others’ decisions are informed by beliefs and values

Using Psalm 23 (p.372) explore the meaning of the words and phrases within the passage. Describe to a talk partner the decisions you would make in a given situation through following the message and words of Psalm 23.

Level 5

AT1ii – Describe and explain the meaning and purpose of a variety of forms of worship.

Activity –  Work in groups to prepare a lesson input for Year 4 describing and explaining to them why and when you might use different forms of worship, for example, Confirmation Liturgy, Baptismal liturgy outside of mass and a class prayer time/liturgy on ‘Signs and Symbols’.

Activity – Write a TV script for a children’s faith programme on Baptism and Confirmation, showing understanding of the significance of signs and symbol acts in the celebration of Baptism and Confirmation, including the Anointing of Chrism and describing and explaining prayer as a symbol of the human need for a relationship with God, using Scripture passages to illustrate this.
Activity – make a powerpoint or Venn diagram comparing and contrasting Baptism, Confirmation and the Easter Vigil, explaining the meaning and purpose of each.
AT1iii – Identify similarities and differences between peoples’ responses to social and moral issues because of their beliefs
Activity – Make a powerpoint on Christian organisations e.g. Traidcraft, Christian Aid, CAFOD. Having researched their websites explain how their work is built on their beliefs.
AT2i – Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence them and others

Activity - ‘Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit’ What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit? How do they inspire and influence you and others? Powerpoint or mindmap.
AT2i - Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence me and others 

Activity - Using Psalm 23, think about the relevance of the words and phrases to your everyday life.  Write an account to reflect your thoughts and feelings. What values or messages within the passage could inspire you to live a good life? What might this look like for you and for others?

Diocesan Spirituality, Formation & Education Service

September 2011


