TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES
‘BEGINNINGS’

Below are SOME EXAMPLES of the kind of activities you might use to ensure sufficient level of challenge for each level of attainment in some of the strands. Setting the right activities and using the right language is key at the planning stage.
Level 1

AT1iii – Recognise that people because of their religion act in a particular way.
Activity: Class Jigsaw to show how Catholic Christians might begin their day.
Give each child a large jigsaw shape made of card or thick paper. Each child draws and/or labels a picture showing they recognise that Catholic Christians might start the day by praying/making sign of the Cross/ going to Church/singing hymns etc. Put all pieces together in a big display.

Level 2
AT2i – Ask and respond to questions about their own and others’ experiences and feelings.

Activity: Telephone Conversation

In pairs, have a conversation asking and responding to each other about their experiences of new beginnings e.g. moving house, starting school, joining a new group etc

AT2ii – Ask questions about what they and others wonder about and realise that some of these questions are difficult to answer.
Activity : Give the children some reflection time on Psalm 139. Perhaps read it reflectively over music and then give some silence. Ask them to write down something they wonder about or a question they have. Put them all in a basket. Organise a circle within a circle i.e. pupils in the inner circle sit facing outwards towards someone in the outer circle. Pupils in the inner circle choose a question from the basket. They discuss it with their partner and decide whether it is difficult to answer. The outer circle moves round one space and the inner circle pupil asks the same question of the next person, taking note of the opinions each time. The big group comes together at the end and collates/discusses findings. (Two ‘circles within circles’ could be operating at the same time.)
Level 3
AT1i – Makes links between religious stories and beliefs.
Activity: Songwriting.
Divide the class into groups. Give each group a well known tune to work with e.g. Walk in the Light, He’s got the whole world, or they can choose one.  Write a song together which makes links between the Creation stories/psalms and the Christian belief in God the Creator of all. Each group perform it for the rest of the class/school. Add instruments/gestures/actions/dance.
Level 4
AT1iii – Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life.
Activity: Booklet – ‘New Beginnings’
For the beginning of the new school year, prepare a booklet entitled ‘New Beginnings’ for your class and teachers showing how belief in the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount shapes the life of the school and can help the school community make a good new beginning to the school year.

Level 5
AT2i – Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence them and others.
Activity:  Parents’ Evening.

A small group of your class have been invited to address a meeting of parents whose children are new to the school community. Prepare a speech/presentation explaining to them how the beliefs and values outlined in the Sermon on the Mount ( Matthew’s Gospel) inspire and influence the life of your school.
