Messengers/Witnesses
Suggestions for Teaching & Learning
Level 1

AT 1 (i) Recognise some religious stories

▪ After telling the story of Easter show the children a range of images from God’s      Story books or use the CD on the whiteboard. Talk about which are religious stories   from the Bible and which are not. Can the children recognise the Easter story?   Repeat this activity for the story of Pentecost.
▪ The children draw or paint a picture of Pentecost. Can they talk about what is   happening in the picture?

AT 1 (ii) Recognise some religious signs and symbols

▪ Children design a prayer corner or table with the theme of Easter or the Holy Spirit,    

naming the religious symbols used.
▪ The children are presented with various signs and symbols on paper or the whiteboard. Can they recognise any symbols of the Holy Spirit?

▪ Research the internet (Google images) for representations of the Holy Spirit that incorporate a dove, wind and flame. Use these models as the inspiration for the children’s own painted representations of the symbols of the Holy Spirit. 
AT 1 (ii) Use some religious words and phrases

▪ Children label worksheets or pictures of Pentecost using key words like Pentecost, Holy Spirit, disciples, happy etc. 

▪ Children make a collage in colours of the Holy Spirit (red – in the liturgy, green for the Holy Spirit’s life giving property) using words and symbols about Pentecost. 
AT 1 (iii) Recognise that people because of their religion act in a particular way

▪ Using Church’s Story 1 pages 44-45 and/or Church’s Story 2 pages 74-75 explore with the children how Easter is celebrated. Can the children recognise some ways in which Catholics celebrate Easter? Do this type of activity for Pentecost using Church’s Story 2 pages 78-79. Plan a Pentecost celebration/Liturgy of the Word using colour, other symbols and appropriate readings. 
AT 2 (i) Talk about their own experiences and feelings

▪ Have a message board in class. Children make a contribution to it over the topic.

▪ Make a ‘feelings box or bag’ of words associated with Easter or Pentecost. In pairs or small groups individual children pick a card and talk about whether anyone felt that word pick out when a particular message was received or sent. 

▪ Role play the Pentecost story and freeze-frame before and after the coming of the Holy Spirit. The children talk about how they are feeling at that moment.

AT 2 (ii) Say what they wonder about

▪ Make a ‘wonder wall’ with thought bubbles that children use to record their thoughts on the Easter and Pentecost stories throughout the topic.
Level 2
AT 1 (i) Retell some special stories about religious events and people

▪ Using God’s Story 2 pages 84-85 as a focus the children pick a character and retell the story of Pentecost from their perspective. 
▪ ‘Shutters blown out, furniture upturned’ Exclusive report. The children interview one of the disciples about the strange events in the upper room in order to retell the story of Pentecost.
▪ In groups, children dramatise the story of Pentecost. This drama is photographed as a record of the retell.

AT 1 (ii) Use religious words and phrases to describe some religious actions and symbols

▪ Children design a prayer corner or table with the theme of Easter or Pentecost, describing the symbols used. 

▪ The children are presented with various signs and symbols on paper or the whiteboard. Can they recognise any symbols of the Holy Spirit and describe their use in the story of Pentecost?

▪ After reading the story and studying paintings and pictures of Pentecost children are asked to make a representation of the moment the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples. Children then write a script for this representation using religious words to describe the symbols associated with Pentecost/Holy Spirit. 

AT 1 (iii) Describe some ways in which religion is lived out by believers
▪ Using Church’s Story 2 pages 74-75, 78-79 as a focus, the children are asked to describe how Catholics celebrate Easter and/or Pentecost. 

▪ Make a large cube from a template for each child or group. Ask them to describe in words and pictures, on each of the six sides, how Catholics can ‘let their light shine brightly’. Do this exercise with a template of a candle or use templates of the symbols for the Holy Spirit.
AT 2 (i) Ask and respond to questions about their own and others’ experiences and feelings

▪ Have a structured ‘Question Time’ session. 

▪ Design a questionnaire with 3 questions which focus on Easter and Pentecost. In pairs, children try and answer the questions and are encouraged to add one question for others to answer to make four.  

▪ Make a ‘question box’. Place ready made questions in the box. Children pick a question and use it as a focus for discussion. 

AT 2 (ii) Ask questions about what I and others wonder about and realise that some of these questions are difficult to answer

▪ Have a ‘wonder wall’ in the classroom about Easter and Pentecost. When there are enough thought bubbles on the wall (from children, visitors, teachers) pairs of children discuss the thought bubbles recording their ideas and identifying which are difficult to answer. 

Level 3

AT 1 (i) Make links between religious stories and beliefs
AT 1 (ii) Use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols
▪ What do Catholics believe about the Holy Spirit? After reading and discussion about the story of Pentecost (‘The gift of the Holy Spirit’ HIA folder p. 220) the children are given a worksheet displaying the symbols of wind and fire. The children record the characteristics of wind and fire. Then they make links and give reasons for those characteristics associated with the Holy Spirit. 
AT 1 (ii) Use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols

▪ Children design a prayer corner or table with the theme of Easter or Pentecost, giving reasons for the symbols used at Easter and/or Pentecost.

AT 1 (iii) Give reasons for certain actions by believers

▪ After completing work on AT 1 (i) the children answer questions 3, 4, 5 & 6 of the key questions on p. 220 and are then asked to answer ‘How does the Holy Spirit help the disciples become messengers of Jesus? 

▪ Use the image from God’s Story 3 p. 133. Imagine you are the disciple in blue addressing the crowd. Write a script for this scene telling how the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost has helped you believe and helped you become a messenger of Jesus. 

▪ Introduce, reinforce learning on the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit. ‘The Holy Spirit helps Christians live as messengers of Jesus.’ Children identify the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit at work in the story of Pentecost (HIA folder p. 220) or in the life of St. Paul (use copy master A & B). 
AT 2 (i) Make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect my own behaviour and that of others. 

▪ In conjunction with work on AT 1 (iii) the children are asked to choose 2 gifts and 2 fruits of the Holy Spirit and make links between them and how they affect their behaviour. 
AT 2 (ii) Compare my own and other peoples’ ideas about questions that are difficult to answer

▪ Have a ‘wonder wall’ in the classroom about Easter and Pentecost. When there are enough thought bubbles on the wall (from children, visitors, teachers) pairs of children discuss the thought bubbles recording their ideas and identifying which are difficult to answer. In pairs the children give their ideas about one that is difficult to answer. Pairs either swap notes or compare their ideas in discussion. 

Level 4
AT 1 (i) Describe and show understanding of religious sources, beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences; making links between them

▪ Write a recipe for ‘a messenger of Christ’ using some of the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit. Using the model of the Pentecost story, the recipe shows the transformation that takes place through the power of the Holy Spirit. Children can use before and after and opposites of the gifts and fruits chosen to show the transformation. 
▪ Relate this recipe to the story of Pentecost or the story of Paul making links between the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit and actions of the disciples and Paul outlined in the Scripture passages.
▪ Using St. Teresa of Avila’s prayer children answer ‘How was St. Paul the hands and feet of Christ?’ In answering the question children show understanding of the prayer and some of the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit. In particular, you’d expect the children to focus on ‘courage’ and ‘patience’ using copy master A ‘Paul’s Story’ (and the map on copy master B) and some of the fruits of the Spirit using copy master A ‘Based on 2 Corinthians 5: 17-20’. The children could also mention wisdom or understanding in conjunction with copy master A ‘Based on Philippians 1: 12-14’ as well as courage. 

AT 1 (iii) Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life

▪ How does belief in the Holy Spirit shape my life or the life of a Christian? 

▪ ‘Thought for the Day’. You have been invited to speak for 2 minutes on the title ‘The courage to witness’. Write your own script showing how belief in the power, gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit shapes the lives of Christians today. 

▪ The children produce a journey of life from birth to the present day outlining the major events, the ups and downs, of their life. Events include birth, baptism, family occasions, school attended, other sacraments received, important decisions made. The children show how beliefs about the power, gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit have shaped, can be applied to, their life.

AT 2 (i) Show how own and other’s decisions are informed by beliefs and values

▪ Set up a debate, group discussion, paired talk, telephone conversations on how their decisions today might be affected and informed by the belief in the message of Pentecost and the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit. Record as appropriate
AT 2 (ii) Engage with and respond to questions of life in the light of religious teaching

▪ Work with the question ‘What gives us courage?’ or ‘What does it mean to be a witness to Christ?’ in the light of recent learning. Compose a poem on the theme.
Level 5

AT 1 (i) Identify sources of religious belief and explain how distinctive religious beliefs arise
▪ Pupils will be able to identify some sources of the belief in the Holy Spirit (Mark 1: 9-11, Jesus’ Baptism, Matthew 28: 16-20, John 16: 5, 7, 13 and the story of Pentecost Acts 2: 1-18) and explain how belief in the importance of the Holy Spirit arose.
▪ Pentecost and Art: Google a range of Pentecost paintings. Identify the Scriptural sources of the artist’s belief. 
▪ Write a letter to a person of another faith explaining how belief in the transforming power of the Spirit has arisen for Christians. 

AT 2 (i) Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence them and others.

▪ Prepare a presentation explaining how the gifts of the Spirit, including courage, inspire and influence themselves and other Christians.
AT 2 (ii) Demonstrate how religious beliefs and teachings give some explanation of the purpose and meaning of human life

▪ The children produce a journey of life from birth to the present day outlining the major events, the ups and downs, of their life. Events include birth, baptism, family occasions, school attended, other sacraments received, important decisions made. The children demonstrate how beliefs and teachings about the power, gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit give some purpose and meaning to life.

