‘Death and New Life’

 Year 1

Recognise, reflect and respect
KQ: What are the signs of new life in Spring?
Suggested activities

(CHOOSE FROM THE ACTIVITIES BELOW WITHIN THE TIME AVAILABLE)

· Read HIA file p 214 ‘Signs of new life’ to the children- can we spot any signs around our school?

· Go on a nature walk to spot signs of spring and new life- buds on trees, birds in nests, flowers etc. Take photos for display. Write captions together to make a class book.
· Give the children a sheet with signs to look out for in the outside area and on the way to and from school.

· Look at flowers such as daffodils, snowdrops, crocus and hyacinths. Paint and sketch these. 

· Plant quick growing seeds such as cress or beans for the children to care for and watch grow.

· Decorate a plant pot. 

· Plant grass or cress seed in a tough spot tray and watch it grow. 

· Read ‘The Acorn Story’ to the children and discuss growth. 

· Sequence the growth of plants in pictures- how do they change? What do they need to grow?

· Look at pictures of baby animals born in spring- match babies to mothers. 

· Sing songs about spring- 

· Read spring stories and poems- http://www.dltk-holidays.com/spring/poem/index.htm 
· Set up a growing table where the children place there- seeds to care for. Have a variety of plants and flowers on display to observe. 

· Learn simple spring songs- http://www.preschooleducation.com/sspring.shtml 

                                                              http://www.bigeyedowl.co.uk/show_songs.php?t=52 

· Watch clips from ‘BBC spring watch’ showing new life. http://www.bbc.co.uk/springwatch/webcams/ 
· Dance- create dance movements to show seeds developing and bursting through the soil. Stretch up towards the sun.

· Discuss the senses used during spring time- what can we hear? See? Smell? Taste? Touch or feel? Use John Burningham’s ‘Would You Rather..?’ book as basis for own spring based questions eg Would you rather ...touch a fluffy chick or a slimy frog? Smell a daffodil or a crocus? 

· Write simple class or group poems- In spring I can see... hear... smell...taste....touch....

· Paint spring pictures showing elements of new life. 

· Make a spring collage of flowers, leaves, grass etc. Laminate items collected and display on windows.

· Discuss symbolism of Easter eggs

Spring activity websites- www.activityvillage.co.uk/spring.htm 

                                                            www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/spring/ 

Relate
KQ: What happened on Good Friday? What do we celebrate at Easter? What do we try to be during Lent?
(CHOOSE FROM THE ACTIVITIES BELOW WITHIN THE TIME AVAILABLE)

Suggested activities

Lent

· Use Here I Am file p216 to discuss Ash Wednesday – draw/paint pictures of ways in which we could be new and better people. 

· Use prayer on Here I Am file p216:

God of all new life, give us all we need each day to become new and better people. Help us to be more like Jesus your Son for you made us and know us and love us. Amen

· Make a Lenten promise book/card with ways to be a new person- what can I do to help others?

· Look at the liturgical colour purple.-colour mixing, shades.

· Place a purple candle, cross, bulbs and flowers in the prayer area.

· Make a flower promise to give to someone e.g. Promise Mum to tidy your room etc. Handprint bunch of lilies- on www.apples4theteacher.com   
· Make a Lenten tree.   

Good Friday and Easter
Read Nursery/Reception file HIA p216 ‘Remember Hot cross buns’ to the children.
· Read Year 1 Here I Am file p216 ‘Good Friday’. Discuss key questions. 

· Make and eat hot cross buns with the children. Forest schools- toast on campfire. Read the story of Good Friday to the children around the fire at this time. 

· Go on a spring walk to collect items for an Easter garden and Lenten promises. Flowers, twigs, leaves, branches with buds. 

· Plant grass seed and flowers in tough spot tray or activity tray to make an indoor Easter garden. Use tyres or planters to grow grass and plants outside. 

· use twigs and string to make simple crosses to add to the prayer garden. Use flowers and leaves to decorate. 

· Go on a spring walk to collect branches with buds in a vase to look like a spring tree- make- tissue paper flowers, paper leaves, laminated leaves, paper flowers etc to be added each time a child makes someone happy. 

· Make a special outdoor prayer area. Find a quiet spot in the outdoor area- use flowers, plants, logs and stones to make an Easter garden. Place a cross in the centre of this. 

· Make spring garlands to hang around the prayer area using natural materials found on spring walk. 

· Place Easter story books in indoor and outdoor prayer areas within the Easter garden.

· Use Easter story picture books to share the story with the children. Read the part of the story separately acting out the events with the children. (see God’s Story 1 p34-35 to refer to Jesus dies and Church’s Story 1 p38-45- notes p55)

· Use interactive version of story- www.dltk-bible.com/guides/easter-index.htm 

· Provide dressing up costumes and props to re-enact the story. Children could help to make props such as large palm leaves (collect sticks and leaves outside), bowls and chalices (from clay) etc.

· Discuss how the friends of Jesus would have felt at each point in the story. 

· Make a simple picture book of events of Holy Week- using children’s work, photographs and captions.  

· Sequence the events of Holy Week with the children.

· Use children’s photographs/pictures to make a slideshow/PowerPoint. Perhaps add children’s commentary/singing to it. As online www.refuel.org.uk/projects/ks1_topics/easter/index.html
· Make bread with the children for them to share when listening and re-enacting the story of the Last Supper.

· Ask the children photograph/film their role play. 

· Craft ideas- crosses- decorate crosses with jewels, buttons, beads, fabric etc. Clay crosses- inlayed with jewels, impressed with stamps, decorated with patterns. Lollipop stick crosses- decorated with pens, sequins, ribbons. Make a decorated clay stand for the cross.  

· Make a stained glass cross or image using laminated tissue paper or cellophane. 

· Use bright happy colours as background for silhouette hill, cross.  Create a wash using bright colours. Laminate bright tissue paper and a black cross- display on a window to let the light through. 
· Make Easter cards and gifts. Plant bulbs, flowers to show new life.

· Decorate Easter eggs.

· Sing songs- ‘Hot Cross Buns’, ‘Colours of Day’, ‘Alleluia’

· Write ‘Thank You’ prayers for the joy of Easter. Place these in and around the Easter garden.

· Write a simple class litany ‘Jesus you are so kind’ ‘Help us to grow in kindness’ 

· NB.Guided Meditations for children by Jane Reehorst, Unit 5 and Unit 6 (various Holy Week stories with meditation, prayer and follow up activities). ISBN: 0-15-901099-3
Suggested assessment activities 

	· Sequence pictures of Holy week

· Draw a picture of Jesus on the cross and a picture of Jesus risen in the garden
	Level 1

	· Make a story board of events of Holy Week including Good Friday and Easter Sunday.
	Level 1

	· Make a story board of events of Holy Week including Good Friday and Easter Sunday, adding  words/speech bubbles/captions from the stories of John and Luke, 
	Level 2


Websites- www.apples4theteacher.com – actviites/crafts/songs

                   http://childrenschapel.org/biblestories/easter.html - 

                    http://childrenschapel.org/biblestories/eresource.html 

                   http://bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php 

                   http://www.sgfl.org.uk/ICT/primaryICT/ictscheme/foundation/childrenswebsites 

                   http://www.dltk-bible.com/guides/easter-index.htm - Easter story and activities

                   http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/teacher/easter.htm - activities 

                   www.communication4all.co.uk 

                   www.twinkl.co.uk 

Death & New Life

Year 2

Recognise, reflect and respect

CHOOSE FROM THE ACTIVITIES BELOW WITHIN THE TIME AVAILABLE)

	Read and discuss the stories in Here I Am – A new House p214 etc.


	Make a list of endings and new beginnings that you may have experienced. E.g. started school/a sports group/finished a holiday/book etc.

	Devise a questionnaire asking you family about how they fell when they started something new or ended something – did they feel happy or sad or other emotions
	Creative writing – I felt happy when I felt sad when …….

	Spring is coming – what are the signs for the beginning of spring, illustrate them or build a table of interest as things happen
	Numeracy/science- predict how long they think it will be before a flower grows in the school ground or they see a baby lamb etc and monitor the results

	Have a class box with signs of endings or beginnings e.g. a tin of paint to symbolise a new bedroom or signs of spring, children choose an item and an object and describe what kind of a beginning it is
	Look at and discuss familiar stories – draw/role-play/describe what happens at the beginning and at the end


Relate
KQ: When is the beginning of Lent? What happens on Ash Wednesday? What happened on Good Friday and Easter Sunday? 
Suggested activities

	Make a class display – put on it things such as pancake ingredients/palm ashes for ash Wednesday, the number 40 for 40 days of Lent/ chocolate mini-eggs and a basket.  Each day 1 child places an egg into the basket and 1 day is crossed off the calendar
	Investigate the number 40 in numeracy lessons and explore its significance in the Bible.

	Describe what Christians do on Ash Wednesday to mark the beginning of Lent and what they try to do during the 40 days of Lent. (Level 2)

Describe what Christians do on Ash Wednesday to mark the beginning of Lent. (Level 2)

	(Activity for those working at Level 3)

Give reasons to explain why Christians are marked with the sign of the cross on Ash Wednesday.  (Work with a partner to prepare a presentation to your group/class. In your oral feedback you must explain that the cross on our heads at Ash Wednesday is linked to the crucifixion and the end of one life and the start of a new one (AT 1 iii Level 3) See Church’s Story 3 p.98

	Build up the story of Lent add a flower for the Garden, bread for the Last Supper, tomb and crosses for the crucifixion
	Make Lenten promises on small crosses at the beginning of Lent and evaluate how successful they were at the end – display the crosses

	Paint/order the events of Lent(go and look at the Stations of the Cross) know that Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent and that it ends with Easter Sunday
	Discuss new life- what does it mean? A fresh start.  Talk about signs such as baby lambs/blossom/chicks go and investigate the beginning of Spring in the grounds of the school.

	Hold an Ash Wednesday and/or Holy Week services for all of the school to attend and participate in


	Listen to the stories of Jesus’ death-through Mark 15:16-21. (See assessment opportunities).  Watch them on the I.W.B. (God’s Story). 



	NB.Guided Meditations for children by Jane Reehorst, Unit 5 and Unit 6 (various Holy Week stories with meditation, prayer and follow up activities)

ISBN: 0-15-901099-3

	Focused activity/assessment opportunity: 

 



Death & New Life 
Year 3 & 4

Recognise/ Reflect/ Respect

KQ: How does losing someone or something make people feel?

(CHOOSE FROM THE ACTVITIES BELOW WITHIN THE TIME AVAILABLE)

Use in conjunction with the Here I Am file 
	1. Introduce the topic through a relevant story/poem of loss or suffering (eg. ‘Grandad’ by John Burningham, Gran’s House HIA pg 304, ‘Badger’s Parting Gifts’ by Susan Varley).  Be mindful of any children who have suffered a recent loss/separation. 


	2. See ‘Let the Sea Roar’ p. 44 ‘Badger’s Parting Gifts’. Following discussion outlined:

· Write Badger’s last prayer to God before he died.

· Imagine you are one of Badger’s friends. Write a prayer to God after his death.




Relate

Q 1: What do people try to do during Lent and why? What happened on Good Friday and Easter Sunday? 

(Choose sufficient activities to prepare for the focused activity)

	1. Gather around the prayer focus (purple cloth, Book of the Gospels, crucifix, candle, and pebbles in the shape of a path.  Tell the children that Lent is a season in the Church’s year when we remember the suffering and death of Jesus, the way in which life changed and was different for his friends. During Lent we try to make changes in our lives to become more like Jesus and live a new life of Easter joy. Close eyes and take part in a short meditation. ‘Be conscious of your breathing and quietly inside yourself, repeat the mantra (prayer word) ‘Jesus’. 
	2. On Ash Wednesday we go to church and the priest blesses the ashes. See Church’s Story 3 p.98 to find out about Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent.



	3. What changes do you think you need and could make in your life, in order to live a new life, a more joyful life that gives joy to others? What creates happiness or unhappiness in your life?

Happiness is….

Unhappiness is…..
	4. Post-it challenge - Explore ways to help us grow in God’s way ensuring you include and discuss Praying/Fasting/and Almsgiving.
5. Make a Lenten calendar (use post-it notes from activity 4)  – (see HIA p.306 and look at examples on the Mission Together Calendar)  

	6. Read HIA File Page 306 Holy Week & Easter- Palm Sunday. Answer the Key questions. 

Matthew chapter 21 Role play the story.


	7. Mark 14:32-42 In the Garden with Jesus.

Google image of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. Study the painting and encourage the children to ask questions about it. Who is it? Where is he? Why is he here?

Listen to the story from the gospel. Discuss how Jesus always obeyed his Father but this time he pleaded with his Father to change his mind. Why? What did he eventually do? Discuss and record times when they have had difficulty doing what their parents or teachers have asked. Give reasons for doing what they were told even though it might be difficult.



	8. Mark 14:66-72 Peter Denies Jesus

Listen to the story and decide what questions you would like to ask Peter and hot-seat his character.

Write what you think Peter’s prayer would have been, reflecting his fears and sorrow.


	9. Mark 15:16-21 The soldiers mock Jesus and Simon helps him to carry his cross.

How did the soldiers treat Jesus?

How did Jesus feel?

Who helped Jesus and why? 

Have you ever needed help from someone?

When have you helped someone?

Do you have a ‘cross’ that is difficult to carry?

Retell the story from Simon’s point of view.

	10. Give each pupil a small pebble. Invite them to paint a cross on it. Tell them to keep it in their pocket to remind them to help others. When they help others they are helping Jesus.

NB.Guided Meditations for children by Jane Reehorst, Unit 5 and Unit 6 (various Holy Week stories with meditation, prayer and follow up activities) ISBN: 0-15-901099-3
	11. Mark 16: 2-8 The Resurrection

Project the image of the women going to the tomb from God’s Story 3 p.126 and then the contrasting image on page 127.

Describe the feelings of the women before and after.

(This needs to be completed in order for the children to complete the Level 4 Focussed Assessment below)


Focussed assessment activity

· Write a newspaper report that describes the story of the Resurrection from the point of view of the women in the story showing understanding that the suffering and death of Jesus led to the new life of Jesus. (At 1 iii L4) 
· Design a poster that illustrates in detail what people do in Lent giving reasons for their actions and making some reference to the story of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection.(At 1iii L3A)
· Design a poster with captions that describe in detail what people do in Lent giving reasons for their actions. (At 1iii L3B)

· Design a poster with captions that describe in detail what people do in Lent. (AT 1 iii (Level 2 )

· Design a poster that illustrates something of the Season of Lent (AT 1 iii (Level 1)
Death & New Life 

Year 5 & 6

Recognise/Reflect/Respect

KQ: How did you feel when someone close to you moved away/died?

	On a post-it note write a word to describe how you felt when you lost someone and on another colour why the person was loved e.g. they were kind, funny, caring, wise, a good friend etc. Share with the class.
	Create a Bubble/ thought shower of words to describe how you feel when you lose someone/ something e.g. sad, lonely, frightened, empty. 

	Create a prayerful atmosphere. On a large piece of paper, draw a person who has moved away, died etc. Around the picture write the name of the person, why you remember them, your favourite memory, any keepsakes, how you feel about them, when you remember them and why. What changed when they left? Children to place picture around candle. Give time to share if appropriate, decorate with collage materials and thank God for the people we’ve lost.

I remember….

…. was special because……

I remember…. by…..


Relate
KQ: How do Christians try to live in a new way during Lent?
	1. Explain that Ash Wednesday starts the season of Lent. If an Ash Wednesday service with ‘ashes’ is not an option hold your own ceremony where the children make the sign of the cross on each others forehead and say ‘Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel’ See Church’s Story 3 p.98
	2. Discuss how we can turn away from sin…  Post-it challenge – how can Christians try to love in a new way? E.g. pray everyday, don’t be selfish, don’t be lazy, be generous, hard-working, appreciate others. Explore the traditional practice of:
Prayer      Fasting   and     Almsgiving

	3. How does Lent help us to ‘die’ in order to live differently?

E.g. We can ‘die’ by turning away from being selfish and try to ‘live’ by being more generous in our lives. 


	 4. Explain ‘dying’ as ‘turning away from sin’ or ‘making a change for the better’ – which of the post-its are about ‘dying’ – Don’t be selfish, lazy etc

Draw 2 bubble maps/thought shower/ Venn diagram to explore ways children ‘live’ and ‘die’ using the post-it notes.


KQ: What do the scriptures tell us about Holy Week, Easter and the death and new life of Jesus?

	Passion Sunday – the Church celebrates Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem to face his suffering and death.

Read Matthew 20:17-19 and Matthew 21:1-3, 6-9 – Retell from Jesus’/ disciples point of view. 
	Read John 12: 24-25 – Cause and effect

A single grain         dies

Selfish     -     end up on your own

Kind and giving    -      fruitful life

Continue with other examples…

	A: p310 Here I Am file

Read scripture extract and discuss key questions.

Class bubble map to gain emotions and feelings of a friend of Jesus when ear is cut off. 
	A: Use bubble map to help inform writing. Write a dairy entry from Jesus’ friends’ point of view, describing how you felt when you heard Jesus’ words. 

	A: Write another diary entry from point of view of Pilate. 
	B: Same as A activities but using Here I Am file p311.

In 3 groups, create a bubble map for each of the 3 extracts: Holy Thursday, Gethsemane, Good Friday to describe feelings of onlookers. Share results. 

Write a diary extract for each event using the Bubble maps to help writing. 

	All: Create an onlookers point of view of Good Friday events with descriptive language. Either Mary at the foot of the cross or a solider etc. 
	Read story – possible visit to Church to see Easter candle. We remember story of Easter through vigil involving candle (see notes e.g. p309) Church story 3 p96-111. 



	Guided Meditations for children by Jane Reehorst, Unit 5 and Unit 6 (various Holy Week stories with meditation, prayer and follow up activities)

ISBN: 0-15-901099-3

	


Focussed Activity

Assessment

Design a Lenten Calendar that illustrates the 40 days of Lent leading to the particular events of Holy Week with activities/promises that relate to the Christian tradition of Prayer/Fasting/ and Almsgiving. Write an introduction to the use of the Calendar that shows understanding of the period of Lent, including reference to Jesus’ death and resurrection, how Christians take steps to ‘die to self’ and some ways that Christians are challenged to ‘die to self’ or ‘to pick up their own cross’. (AT1 (iii) Level 5)

Design a Lenten Calendar that illustrates the 40 days of Lent leading to the particular events of Holy Week with activities/promises that relate to the Christian tradition of Prayer/Fasting/ and Almsgiving. Write an Introduction that explains the use of the Calendar and shows understanding of the period of Lent including reference to Jesus’ death and resurrection and how Christians take steps to ‘die to self’. (AT1 (iii) Level 4a)

Design a Lenten Calendar that illustrates the 40 days of Lent leading to the particular events of Holy Week with activities/promises that show understanding of  the purpose of the Christian tradition of Prayer/Fasting/ and Almsgiving.  (AT1 (iii) Level 4b) 

Describe and illustrate the Christians practice of Prayer/Fasting/and Almsgiving during Lent and give reasons for doing them. (AT1 (iii) Level 3)

Describe and illustrate the three traditional ways that Christians show they are

trying to ‘live like Jesus’ during Lent. (Prayer/Fasting/Alms giving) (AT1 (iii) Level 2)

Draw a picture that illustrates recognition of one way we can try to ‘live like Jesus’ during Lent (AT1 (iii) Level 1) ‘I promise to…’

Describe the stories of Jesus’ death in some detail (use a newspaper report style board to illustrate what they have learnt, list the conclusion as being that God raised Jesus to give us new life) (AT 1 iii (Level 2a )





Sequence the events of Holy Week in a storyboard using pictures and captions through all events until Easter Sunday (AT 1 iii Award Level 2)





Make a story board of pictures of the events of Holy Week including Good Friday and Easter Sunday. (AT 1 iii (Level 1a)


Draw a picture of Jesus on the cross and a picture of Jesus risen in the garden (AT 1 iii (Level 1)











