Treasures
Suggestions for Teaching & Learning

Level 1

AT 2 (ii) Say what they wonder about
▪ Read ‘Solomon’s Song’ to the children (HIA folder 1, p. 172). Discuss the key questions. Go for a walk outside or to a nearby park or open space. Collect natural items or take photographs/rubbings/drawings of God’s treasures. Encourage the children to choose an object/image that they want to ask about. 
▪ If you have it, use Book 1 Teacher Book from The Way, the Truth & the Life programme pp. 8-21 for further ideas and resources.
▪ Create a ‘creation’ table with some of the things collected or photographed or made. Display a label with the words ‘I wonder ..’ on the table. Encourage children to pick objects from the table periodically during the topic and complete the sentence. 

▪ Make a collage of some of God’s treasures from ‘Solomon’s Song’. 
▪ Read Psalm 147 and discuss the things it includes. Focus on the question asked about the stars and encourage the children to ask their own questions about the stars or other created things from the psalm. Give them a worksheet or a whiteboard display with the statement ‘I wonder why …’ and some suggestions (I wonder why God made the world; I wonder why God made …) which they can then add to. This can be visited during the topic and added to when the children are stimulated to wonder.
▪ Use Psalm 147 as a stimulus to help the children identify the ‘amazing’ features of the world, use a selection of pictures from the internet, magazines, posters etc. These can be about amazing geographical features, e.g. the mountains, forests, oceans etc. and/or amazing facts about creatures and the natural world. Make a ‘did you know?’ display.
▪ Learn the song: ‘The Wonders I See’ by Bernadette Farrell, on the CD ‘Share the Light’. Use it as a stimulus for the children to reflect on the wonders they see (‘Thank you, God, for the gift of creation. Thank you, God, for the wonders I see’). There are opportunities from this for creative visualisation (Mary Stone, ‘Don’t just do something, sit there’) and for the writing of litanies thanking God for Creation. 

Level 2

AT 2 (ii) Ask questions about what they and others wonder about and realise that some of these questions are difficult to answer
▪ The activities within level 1 can be adapted for level 2.

▪ Read ‘The world is a treasure’ based on the creation story in Genesis 1 (God’s Story 2, pp. 8-9, HIA folder 2 p. 172). In pairs or in small groups, encourage children to ask questions about what the wise man wrote. Collate responses and through discussion identify which are difficult to answer. 
▪ Go for a walk in or near the school grounds. Look for the treasures of God’s world – the flowers, the sun and the sky, birds and animals, people. Alternatively use a DVD or pictures from the internet showing images of the earth from space or the universe, planets, other stars and their size etc to stimulate a sense of wonder in the children about the amazing features of our world or the vastness of the universe. Introduce the children to Psalm 8: 3-11 (God’s Story 2, p. 28). Children compose their own psalm asking their own questions of creation and including questions that they find difficult to answer. 
▪ Give the children some reflection time on the Creation story or a psalm that reflects on creation. Perhaps read it reflectively over music and then give some silence. Ask them to write down something they wonder about or a question they have. Put them all in a basket. Organise a circle within a circle i.e. pupils in the inner circle sit facing outwards towards someone in the outer circle. Pupils in the inner circle choose a question from the basket. They discuss it with their partner and decide whether it is difficult to answer. The outer circle moves round one space and the inner circle pupil asks the same question of the next person, taking note of the opinions each time. The big group comes together at the end and collates/discusses findings. 
▪ During the Treasures topic ask the children to note down three things that they wonder about from the creation story or a particular psalm as a technique for gathering evidence for AT 2 strand (ii). Discuss what they wonder about in pairs or small groups and identify the ones that are difficult to answer.

▪ Use sentence starters: ‘I wonder …’, ‘I wonder how …’, ‘I wonder which …’, ‘I wonder if …’, ‘I wonder what …’, ‘I wonder who …’, ‘I wonder why …’ etc. Use ideas like ‘If you met God, what would you ask?’ ‘If you were God, what would you say to/ask people?’
Level 3

AT 2 (ii) Compare their own and other people’s ideas about questions that are difficult to answer
▪ The activities from level 1 and 2 can be adapted for level 3 by ensuring that the children compare responses.
▪ Explore the questions within the section ‘In the beginning’ from HIA folder 4 (Years 5 & 6) p. 240 using images or pictures of the universe or the earth as a stimulus.  ‘How did the world begin?’, and of the key questions ‘If people arrived so late, how can anyone know what really happened at the beginning?’ ‘Were there any people alive at the beginning of the world?’ In pairs or small groups children reflect on these questions and compare their responses.

▪ Read Genesis 1: 1-25, God’s Story 3, p. 8 and Genesis 1: 26-31, God’s Story 2, p. 10 or God’s Story 3, p. 10. Complete work from the HIA folder on the story of creation. The children make links (AT 1 (i) L3) between the story of Creation and beliefs: what the story tells us about God, creation and human beings and our responsibility for creation. In groups, children try and answer prepared questions: e.g. ‘What treasures of the world did God create?’ ‘How did the world begin?’ ‘Who made God?’ ‘How can I help to care for the treasures of the world?’ ‘What will happen if we do not look after the world?’ ‘Why do some people not treasure/look after the world?’ Give each group one or two questions and 5/10 minutes. Swap questions. When all the groups have answered, feedback to the class making sure that the children agree on the questions that are difficult to answer. This can be a paired task if the questions are reduced.
▪ Children produce contrasting scenes of a beautiful world and an endangered and/or polluted world. This can be through poetry, collage, painting, drawing, dance etc. Alternatively, use contrasting photographs and pictures to explore the beauty of the world and how it is being destroyed or polluted. Display or give time for a brief presentation. Following such work children reflect on the question ‘Why do some people not treasure the world?’ Children compare their responses. 
Level 4

AT 2 (ii) Engage with and respond to questions of life in the light of religious teaching

▪ The activities from level 1, 2 and 3 can be adapted for level 4.

▪ It is important to teach the difference between a scientific account of the beginning of the universe/world and what is presented by the writer of the story of creation in Genesis 1. Explain to the children that the story of creation was written to express belief in the goodness and power of God. God has created everything in the world that is good and that human beings were created in God’s image and likeness and their special status brings with it a responsibility to look after God’s creation. This is more than a factual account of how the world was made. 
▪ Working at level 3: ‘Compare their own and other people’s ideas about questions that are difficult to answer.’ Using images or pictures of the universe or the earth explore the questions set out in the HIA folder 4, p. 240 under the heading ‘In the beginning’, ‘How did the world begin?’, and of the key questions ‘If people arrived so late, how can anyone know what really happened at the beginning?’ ‘Were there any people alive at the beginning of the world?’ In pairs or small groups children reflect on these questions and compare their responses.

▪ Using the text from the Book of Revelation as a stimulus (HIA folder 4, p. 241) and/or work on CAFOD the children compose their own ‘I have a dream’ vision (can reflect on the use of scripture in Martin Luther King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech as a model). The children create a vision/poem of creation or the world in which people act as stewards of creation and share resources. This poem or vision uses ideas and beliefs expressed in scripture to show reflection in the light of religious teaching.
▪ Children use the lyrics of the Louis Armstrong song ‘What a wonderful world’ to create a power point presentation matching lyrics to images and scripture text (There are examples on ‘You Tube’). The power point could use a contrast style where the lyrics are accompanied with images of their opposite and appropriate scripture text to show reflection in the light of religious teaching. 

▪ Create a presentation on the theme ‘Steward of Creation’. Complete the work in the HIA folder 4, p. 242 on ‘Stewardship of Creation’. 
Level 5

AT 2 (ii) Demonstrate how religious beliefs and teachings give some explanation of the purpose and meaning of human life

▪ The activities from level 4 can be adapted for level 5.

▪ Introduce the children to the phrase ‘made in God’s image and likeness’ from Genesis 1: 26. If you have it, the Book Five Teacher Book from The Way, the Truth & the Life has good ideas and some worksheets on this belief. Explore the meaning of this phrase: at first focus on the gifts human beings have been given and how we can use these to help others. Then focus on the deeper meaning of ‘made in God’s image’ we do not look like God rather human beings have a unique position in creation - we are able to know and love God; we are able to be co-creators with God; we are able to have a relationship with God; we are able to choose; we are able to be stewards of God’s creation. What does ‘being made in God’s image and likeness say about the purpose of human life? Or, ‘explain why a Christian should be a steward of creation’. This response should outline the religious beliefs and teachings which provide the motivation for how a Christian should live.
