GIFTS
adapted from the Archdiocese of Cardiff
Year 1

Recognise, reflect and respect

Suggested activities

(CHOOSE FROM THE ACTIVITIES BELOW WITHIN THE TIME AVAILABLE)

· Gifts for a special occasion:
Have a selection of small gifts chosen for you or someone else at different times in life Eg. 18th Birthday / going to college / new job / getting married / new baby etc. Use discussion ideas on HIA p. 192
Show and tell 

Set up interest table of gifts

Write captions

Play matching game – captions to gifts

Cut and stick activity – find a gift in catalogue to match occasion / cut picture a stick on gift tag

Create a gift tree – hang completed gift tags on tree. Ask why the children have chosen these gifts?

· Special gifts we have received:

Show and tell 

Circle time: Pass the parcel game – 

This gift was chosen for me because 

I felt … when I received gift

Children draw / take photos of their gifts and write captions to accompany for display or class book ‘Gifts chosen specially for us’
· Make a gift to give someone else – family member or the person who chose and gave their gift to them.
Baking activity – sweets in Christmas gift bag

Write a gift tag for special person 
· Learn ‘Presents’ Rejoice One (58)
· Time for reflection:

Discussion about children who do not receive gifts at Christmas

  

Use happy & sad stick puppets

· Support a charity - Samaritan’s Purse

Pack a class shoebox and give a gift to a less fortunate child

· Gift exchange:

 Each child to buy and wrap a small gift for another child in class

· IT: designing, stamping, printing Christmas gift wrap using Colour Magic programme

· Role-play: set up gift shop with selection of gifts / price tags / till / money / paper bags.

· Gift list: select a gift from list that you would like to buy for a special person.

· Writing activity: write a letter to special person saying what special gift you have chosen and why. Write a thank you letter for a special gift you have received

· Art / craft activity

Create / decorate Christmas wrapping paper using stamps / sponge shapes.

Cut out / decorate / assemble simple net to make a gift box.

Wrap the gift box in wrapping paper

· Outdoor gift hunt, paired activity - invite children to hunt for a gift with partner’s name on gift tag in school garden and swap gifts.
Revelation (Relate)

Recognise that Christmas is the time we celebrate Jesus.  

Recognise that Advent is a time to get ready for Christmas. 

Recognise that Advent is a special time of waiting for Christmas to celebrate Jesus, God’s special gift. 

Recognise some of the ways we celebrate Advent. 

Recognise some of the Christmas stories. 

Describe some phrases from the scripture explored. 

Describe the Christmas stories in their own words. 

Suggested activities 

· Share story ‘Jenny’s Birthday’
Encourage children to share ideas of ways they can make others happy.
· Make an advent calendar from suggestions on HIA p.309 or have a single box containing gift shapes with the children’s ‘good deed ideas.’ Each day select a good deed to be done and invite child to take on challenge.

· Learn ‘Soon it will be Time’ Rejoice One (56)
· Focus on different symbols of Advent – Church Story p54-5

Help children to understand their significance (see notes p. 94)

· Use greenery collected by children to make an Advent wreath for daily reflection 

· Time for reflection:

Gather around Advent wreath 

Talk about the good deed challenge of the day and if the child has met challenge

· Prayer time at end of session / day

Write individual Advent promises as children get ready for God’s gift of Jesus on Christmas day

Create an Advent promise tree and display in prayer corner. Invite children to read Advent promises at prayer time.

· Make Christingle 

· Use God’s Story to share the stories of Christmas: 

Luke 1: 26-31 God’s gift to Mary God’s Story 2, p. 54-55 (notes p. 98)

Luke 1: 39-45 Elizabeth rejoices in God’s gift God’s Story 2, p. 56-

57 (notes p. 98)

Luke 2: 1-7 The birth of Jesus God’s Story 2, p. 58 (notes p. 98)

Luke 2: 8-20 The shepherds hear of God’s gift God’s Story 2, p. 59

(notes p. 98)

Matthew 2: 1-12 The wise men bring gifts God’s Story 2, p. 60 

(notes p. 98)

· Listen to songs


sing and work with - ‘Presents’ (58) and ‘Mary’s Baby’ (57) from 


Rejoice One CD.

· Prayer time – a litany

For all the gifts specially chosen for us

For the people who chose them

For special times when they were given

For love and care

For Jesus, God’s special gift

Response: Thank you, God!

· Story time: set up story telling corner with a selection of books telling Christmas story.

Use listening centre / Christmas story tape.

Finger puppets / knitted dolls of nativity figures – opportunities to touch and use

Sequence events of Christmas story

Writing Table

Make and write birthday card to Jesus

Make and write Christmas cards

· IT:

Create online story board / label with key words.

Clip art nativity scene.

PowerPoint key phrases: Bethlehem, star, shepherds – God’s story pages 24-27

· Role play:

Set up prop box with costumes / masks / manger / baby / gifts etc for continuous provision.

Invite children to role play Christmas story as it unfolds.

Photograph children role-playing story. Take photographs and make class book. Invite children to write captions.

· Outdoor play:

Create a shelter / stable using cardboard packing cases.

Set up outdoor role play area using prop box.

Invite children to role play Christmas story as it unfolds.

Set up nativity scene using nativity characters, animal models, hay or dry leaves and twigs.

Set up small world nativity scene in sand tray using nativity characters & animal models

· Art and craft:

Paint / decorate / collage nativity characters and create large frieze of nativity scene.

Label characters / use bilingual signs / add speech bubbles

Other Books: 

· ‘Giving by Shirley Hughes

· The Christmas Story by Brian Wildsmith

Other Songs:

· Traditional Christmas carol – In the bleak midwinter (verse 5)

· Traditional Christmas carol – O little town of Bethlehem (verse 3)

· Traditional Christmas carol – We three kings of Orient are

GIFTS

Year 2

Search (Recognise, reflect and respect)

Suggested activities 

CHOOSE FROM THE ACTIVITIES BELOW WITHIN THE TIME AVAILABLE)

· Read HIA p.192 – Different gifts for different people (part 1) – answer key questions 

· See activities p.192/3

· Match suitable gifts to the correct person – old lady/teenager/toddler etc.

· Match gifts to different celebrations – Easter/wedding/baptism etc.

· Circle- time bring in from home a special gift that they have received, who gave it to them, why is it special?

· Bring in a gift that they were given as a baby, first teddy bears etc.

· Make a gift for someone special

· Make Advent promises/wreaths/trees etc.

· Outdoor activity – go on a ‘gift’ treasure hunt

· Design wrapping paper/labels etc.

· CP – gift tags etc. in mark-making area

· Discuss gifts that do not cost money – kindness etc.

· Play ‘What is in the box?’ – can they guess what’s in the box by asking questions or by guessing from the shape, weight etc.

· Thank you cards and/or letters for gifts received

· Brainstorm ‘what makes a gift special?’

Revelation (Relate)

Describe how Advent is the time of preparation to celebrate Jesus, God’s gift at Christmas. 

Describe Advent as a time of preparation for welcoming Jesus, God’s gift at Christmas. 

Describe the Christmas stories that speak of the gift of Jesus, God’s Son. 

Give reasons, using the Scripture they have explored, to show that Jesus is God his Father’s gift to everyone. 

Suggested activities

· Read and discuss story on p.194, answer key questions (part 2)

· See activities p.194/5 (some of these are nice!)

· Read/Listen to the nativity story using ICT 

· What would they give to Jesus as a gift?

· Use old Christmas cards to make a time-line of the Christmas story

· Advent journey display - build up the story of Christmas.

· Christmas liturgies, performances.

· Talk about Advent being a time for waiting, what else in their lives have they waited for?

· Sort Christmas artefacts into 2 piles –one for ‘The birth of Jesus’ (manger, shepherd, donkey) and 1 for ‘commercialism’ (crackers, fairy lights, turkey dinner etc.) and discuss.

· Give the class a wrapped present, tell them that they can’t open it they have to wait – discuss how they feel about this.

· Devise questions to ask people who were at the birth of Jesus – hot-seating – interview people chosen to be the characters.

· CP – Christmas cards 
· Christmas carols- O Come O Come Emmanuel. 
· Describe the Christmas story through role play, art and written recording.

· Gather round prayer table to reflect on Advent promises; as children keep their promise they can place a pebble along the road to Bethlehem.

GIFTS
Year 3 and 4
SEARCH (recognise / reflect / respect)
Q: What are important gifts that you can be given?
(CHOOSE FROM THE ACTVITIES BELOW WITHIN THE TIME AVAILABLE)

Use in conjunction with the Here I Am file p272 and 273
	1. Read ‘Amazing Grace’ (Mary Hoffman ISBN 0711206996) to the class.  Ask the children – 
‘How did you feel when you heard the story?

What was Graces special gift?

What was Nana and Ma’s special gifts?  How did they support Grace’s gift/talent?

What in the story made you stop and think?’

Ensure that you use the key words to support the children’s answers. 

OR

Read ‘Sarah’s gifts’ HIA file page 272 and use key questions to support the discussion. 
	2. Display the key words TIME, LOVE and FRIENDSHIP as a part of your focus prayer area.  Discuss with the children what each of these words mean.  Can they relate them back to the previous story and/or their lives? Use relevant photographs from SEAL to support the discussion.
OR

Brain storm/knowledge harvest what the children know about these gifts and display in the prayer area/display.

	OR CIRCLE TIME
Sitting a quiet area in a circle.  The children will think of a time when they have shared or received time/love/friendship with someone.  They can use a gift box as their turn to talk (‘talking ticket’).  Teacher can model a situation first or use the examples in the HIA file pg 272/3 Reflect.  
Children can record on a heart template the gift that was shared.
L/A can scribe the gift word and decorate.

H/A can describe the situation when they shared/received the gift.  
	3. Gather at the class prayer area/display.  Play calming music and light a candle.  Focus the children on the key words.
Ask the children to think about the gifts they shared/received – love/time/friendship.  Children will place their completed heart template into a large gift box on the prayer display.  Sing ‘All kinds of gifts’ (61) verses 1 and 2 Rejoice Two.  

	Give examples of times you have given and received the gifts of love and friendship.

Level 1 – Children recognise specially chosen gifts they have given or received

Level 2 – Children describe a variety of gifts they have given or received

Level 3b – Children give reasons identifying how they give and receive the gifts of love and friendship

Level 3a – Children give reasons to explain gifts as signs of love and friendship




Relate
Q 1: How do we prepare during Advent for God’s gift of Jesus at Christmas?
(Choose sufficient activities to prepare for the focused activity)

Use in conjunction with the Here I Am file p274, p275

Ensure you cover:

· Advent 

· God’s gift of love and friendship (Titus 3:4-7)

· God gives Jesus- a gift to the world 

· Titus 3, Ephesians 1 and Isaiah 9
	1. Ask the children what they know about ADVENT.  Explain that it is a season in the church year and a time when the Christian family thinks about God’s love and friendship.  
In groups – 

Group 1  read from a letter of Paul to his friend Titus (Copymaster A HIA file pg 279 or God’s Story 3 pg 148).  Ask ‘What does this reading tell you about God and about God’s love?  Why did God give the gift of Jesus?’  children can scribe answers and ideas on A3 paper. 
Group 2 read from a letter of Paul to the Christian family in Ephesus (Copymaster A HIA file pg 279 or God’s Story 3 pg 145 ‘An Early Christian Hymn’).  Ask ‘What does this passage tell you about God?  Can you note all of the gifts from God you can find in the passage?’  children can scribe answers and ideas on A3 paper.
Group 3 read from Isaiah (Copymaster A HIA file p 279 or God’s Story 3 pg 59 ‘Bringer of Peace’).  Ask ‘What does this tell us about the child who is to come?’  What gifts does Isaiah say he will bring?  Why do you think the church applies these words to Jesus?’ children can scribe ideas and answers on A3 paper.
Each group can report back to the class and display their research in the classroom.  

Use the readings to create a character sketch of Jesus and what he will be like. 
	2. Read the stories of God’s giving of the gift of Jesus to the world.  Isaiah 9: 1,5,6 Luke 1: 26,31,38 Luke 1:34-45 Luke 1 46-55 Luke 2: 4-7 Luke 2: 8-20 Matthew 2: 1-12 (HIA file pg 274 )  Allocate a story to groups of children to re-read and role-play.  Ask them to prepare their role play for a performance.  Each small group can then perform the stories in sequence.  Video the performance to play back to the class at a later time.   Ensure the children understand the ‘Teaching Points’ on page 275 of HIA file.  Ensure that with each story the children can identify the gifts being given and received by the characters involved.  
Choose a character from the story they’ve acted out and write an account of God’s gift of love in Jesus, saying what they saw, heard, were told, felt like, did and would always remember.

L/A writing frame. 

OR

Ask the children to make a comic strip of the stories of God’s gift of Jesus, using one box for each story. 

It is essential that the children understand and relate to the gifts displayed by key characters in these scripture stories in order to make links and support the following focused activity.
With the class decide on a symbol to use in class during Advent such as Advent Candles, calendar or wreath.  

	3. Read and use the Advent prayers on Here I Am file p455.


	4. Each child will prepare a litany for Advent.  The teacher will use the example in HIA file pg 275 as an example of a litany containing the gifts that Jesus brings at Christmas.  The children will be asked to write their own litany containing the gifts of Jesus related to one of the scripture stories telling the Christmas story previously used.

For example ‘For love and care as shown by Elizabeth when Mary came to visit her, Thank you God.’  The litany can be supported with pictures, music or drama.  

(It would be helpful to ask the children to structure their litany as beginning with the gifts they have, linking gifts with characters in the Christmas scriptures and end with God’s gift of Jesus.)


	Focused activity/Assessment opportunity: How do we prepare during Advent for Christmas?

Design an Advent booklet/ calendar explaining ways we prepare during Advent. 

Level 1: Children recognise ways of getting ready for Christmas during Advent

Level 2: Children describe Advent as a time of preparation for welcoming Jesus, God’s gift at Christmas.

Level 3b: Give reasons explaining some ways of preparing for Christmas 

Level 3a: Give reasons to explain how Advent is the time set aside to prepare for Christmas and celebrate God’s gift of Jesus.




Relate

Q 2: How do the Christmas stories help us to understand god’s gift as Jesus?

(Choose sufficient activities to prepare for the focused activity)

Use in conjunction with the Here I Am file p276, p277

Ensure you cover:

Route A:

· Philippians 4:4-7

Route B:

· Romans 15: 4-9
	1. Revisit the stories of God’s giving of the gift of Jesus to the world – if a video of role play was chosen, watch this as a class.  If a comic strip was chosen, ask the children to look back at their work.  
Whole class read Luke 2: 8-20 and Matthew 2: 1-12 (God’s Story 3 pg 75 & 76).  The children will choose a character from either story and write an account of God’s gift of love in Jesus, saying what they saw, heard, were told, felt like, did and would always remember.  
	OR
Discuss the Rosary – explain that the Annunciation, Visitation and Nativity are the first three Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary.   Discuss each story.

Ask the children to make a picture or word map for someone to use as a guide to praying these mysteries of the Rosary.

(Ensure the Teaching Point ‘mysteries’ HIA file pg 275 is covered).  



	 3. Listen to songs ‘Gifts we bring’ (60) and ‘All kinds of gifts’ (61) Rejoice Two.

	

	A

Read Paul’s letter to the Philippians 4: 4-7 7 ‘The Lord is very Near (HIA copymaster B pg 280 or God’s Story 3 pg 146)

What do the words of Paul tell the Christian family to do as they wait for God’s gift of love in Jesus? What other gifts from God can you find in this passage? How did you feel when you read this?

Work in a group

On A2 sheets

Which phrases gave good advice?

Described what God is like

Describe what God does

Present findings to the class


	OR
B

Read Roman’s 15: 4-9 ‘Jesus came for Everyone’ (HIA copymaster B pg 280 or God’s story pg 142)  

What does Paul tell us about the words of Scripture? What does the passage say about waiting for and receiving God’s gifts

What attitudes does it describe? What does Paul tell us about God and about Jesus? Scribe answers in a word bank

God gives the gift of Jesus to the world. Our giving is a response to God’s giving. We too, give gifts at Christmas to those we love. Discuss with the children the kind of gifts they might give this year (time, friendship, love etc) Provide a heart for each family member own which the children can write the name and the gift to take home.


	Focused activity/Assessment opportunity: How do the Christmas stories help us to understand God’s gift as Jesus?
A - In a group the children will use their knowledge of the Christmas scripture stories and the letter to the Philippians to show understanding and how this can make a difference in people’s lives.  They can choose words, pictures, phrases from the work completed and present them as a mind map surrounding the words ‘God’s gift of Jesus’, model, dance, song or drama, ensuring to include how Jesus is a gift from God.  (L/A)

Level 1: Children recognise the Christmas stories

Level 2: Children describe the Christmas stories that speak of the gift of Jesus, God’s Son.

Level 3: Children give reasons to explain the Christmas stories and how Jesus is a gift from God. 

OR

B - In a group the children will use their knowledge of the Christmas scripture stories and the letter to the Romans to show understanding and how this can make a difference in people’s lives.  Under the headings Scripture, God, Jesus, Advent and Receiving the children will record phrases and sentences from the above and present them as a mind map with each heading in a bubble, surrounding the words ‘God’s gift of Jesus.’ ensuring to explain how Jesus is a gift from God and how this gift makes a difference to people’s lives.   (H/A)

Level 3: Children give reasons to explain the Christmas stories and how Jesus is a gift from God. 

Level 4: Children show understanding of what Paul wrote about in terms of God’s gift of Jesus and how this makes a difference in people’s lives


GIFTS

Year 5 and 6

SEARCH (recognise / reflect / respect)

Q: Why do we give gifts and how do we receive them?

Show understanding of why gifts are given and some ways of responding to gifts.

Read Here I Am file p272 before completing these activities

	Create a circle map/ thought shower with GIFTS in the centre. Provide the children with a success criteria of

· examples of gifts

· definition of a gift

· reasons for giving/ receiving e.g. to say sorry, thank you, welcome, goodbye etc

· ways they are received e.g. with love, joy, thanks

· pictures to show gifts

· words that relate to the gift e.g. what you say when you receive one or another word for gift. 
	Create a double-bubble map/ Venn diagram comparing reasons for and feelings for gift giving and gift- receiving. 

OR

 


REVELATION (Relate)

Q: How do Christians prepare for and celebrate Jesus, God’s gift of love?

Show understanding of how Christians prepare for and celebrate Jesus, God’s gift of love. 

CHOOSE APPROPRIATE STEPPING STONES ACTIVITIES IN PREPARATION FOR THE FOCUSED ACTIVITY

Read Here I Am file p274 and 275 before choosing activities;

	Read 1 John 1: 4,9-12 Use 3 coloured highlighters to identify:

What does John say love is?

What does he say about where love comes from?

What does he say is the best way God shows love for us?


	Read Romans 15:4-9

Split class into 5 groups to answer a question each. Feedback to class

What does Paul say about Jesus?

What does Paul say about preparing for his coming?

What does Paul tell us about the scriptures?

What gifts of love can you find in this passage?

How does Paul say that we should receive God’s gift?

	Use collage/ paintings/ poems/ letters/ candles/ wreaths etc to create a class display together showing ‘God’s gift of love’. Write a paragraph to show understanding of how and why we prepare for Christmas. 

Show understanding of how Christians prepare for and celebrate Jesus, God’s gift of love. 


Q: What do different scripture passages tell us about the birth of Jesus?

	Use God’s Story to find the stories of Shepherds and the gifts of the Magi. 

Choose a sentence/ caption and illustrate it to make a Christmas card to take home.
	Imagine you are a shepherd/ Magi. Create a diary extract describing what happened, what you heard, saw, felt, did and would always remember.

Ext: do a diary for shepherd and Magi 

	Route A:

Read Romans 16:25-27

Write a litany/ prayer with the repeating phrase 

We give glory to God 

and write prayers relating to the reading e.g. Help me to have strength

We give glory to God

Help me to live as the Gospel says I should

We give glory to God… 
	After answering the key questions on p276 relating to Romans 16:25-27

Write a further letter exploring the advice you would give if you were Paul



	Read the Christmas Stories: The Annunciation, The Visitation, The Magnificat, The Nativity, The shepherds, The wise men (God’s story 3 very useful for this) or Good News bible.
	Freeze frame/tableau a snapshot representation of a specific moment in one of the stories. View the freeze frames and discuss why the children are in certain positions etc.

	Re-enact the Christmas stories – photograph and create a PowerPoint of the story.
	Make a Christmas book for a younger child retelling the stories from Mary’s point of view (God’s story 3 is a good resource for this)

	Jigsaw – cut a Christmas card depicting one of the Christmas stories into pieces. Children complete the picture and name the story.
	Create a flow map of God’s giving of the gift of to the world using

Isaiah 9: 1, 5-6  - the Son given for us

Luke 1: 26-38 – Annunciation

Luke 1: 39-45 – Visitation

Luke 1 – 46-55 – Magnificat

Luke 2: 1-7 – The Nativity



	Focused Activity: Explain to the children that some religions don’t celebrate Christmas, the birth of Jesus. Ask them to use their flow map to write a letter/ PowerPoint/ booklet describing and explaining the different scripture passages and why we believe that Jesus is God’s gift to us. 

Show understanding of how the shepherds and the magi responded to God’s gift. (Level 4b)

Show understanding of the Scripture passages explored in terms of what the birth of Jesus tells us about God and God’s love. (Level 4a)




Complete the activities below to achieve a Level 5

Identify similarities and differences in the imagery John uses to describe Jesus, God’s gift. (Level 5) 

	Route B:

Read God’s messenger John 1:6-8 or Copy master B

Answer the key questions on p276.

Discuss the imagery John uses to describe Jesus and his choice of powerful words.

Write a simile poem describing Jesus using similar imagery

e.g. you are as wonderful as God’s creation……

	Compare and contrast the imagery John uses to describe what Jesus will be like and the literal description of what Paul says Jesus was like e.g.

John says that Jesus will be the Word that was the real light but Paul said that Jesus would live and work among Jewish people. 
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