Change
Suggestions for Teaching & Learning

Level 1

AT 1 (i) Recognise some religious stories

▪ read and discuss ‘Levi changes’ or use God’s Story 2, p. 68 with the notes on p. 99. Answer key questions on HIA folder p. 166. Re-enact the story. Using God’s Story 2, p. 68, children talk about the story of Levi and they can recognise it as a religious story because it comes from the Bible and Jesus helped Levi. 

AT 1 (ii) Use some religious words and phrases

▪ Discuss with the children how Levi was unkind to people and how he showed that he did not want to be unkind anymore. Discuss with the children their experience of being unkind and of others being unkind to them. Discuss how Jesus helped Levi change and how he helps us to change. Introduce the concept of ‘forgiveness’ and ask the children to say ‘sorry’ to friends they have hurt and encourage them to forgive one another. Introduce a ‘sorry prayer’ at the end of the day with the response ‘I am sorry’. 

AT 1 (iii) Recognise that people because of their religion act in a particular way

AT 2 (i) Talk about their own experiences and feelings

▪ use Church’s Story 2, pages 44-47 with the children. Discuss the situations and times when it is important to say sorry to God and to others. Children record situations when they need to say sorry. The children can do this for saying ‘thank you’. 
AT 2 (ii) Say what I wonder about

▪ encourage the children to record what they wonder about Levi or about how easy or hard it is to change.
Level 2 
AT 1 (i) Retell some special stories about religious events and people

▪ Interview a character who was present when Zacchaeus met Jesus.

▪ Make a TV broadcast or newspaper article reporting on Zacchaeus. 

▪ Sequence or retell the story of Levi using different media.
▪ In groups children plan and re-enact Jesus’ meeting with Zacchaeus and Levi.

▪ Use a venn diagram or double bubble to explore the similar and dissimilar features in the stories of Zacchaeus and Levi. 

AT 1 (ii) Use some religious words and phrases to describe some religious actions and symbols

▪ Make a point of saying an act of sorrow within class prayer and a simple examination of conscience at the end of the day. Use Church’s Story 2, pp. 44-49 (CD-ROM) using the photographs and text children are asked to describe, using religious words like, sorry sorrow, forgive, how to make an act of sorrow, a simple Penitential Rite (Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy etc) or perform an examination of conscience. 

AT 1 (iii) Describe some ways in which religion is lived out by believers
▪ Using Church’s Story 2, pp. 44-49 the children describe ways in which Catholics show they are sorry to God and one another. 
▪ Children outline the ways in which Zacchaeus and Levi changed after meeting Jesus. 

AT 2 (i) Ask and respond to questions about their own and others’ experiences and feelings

▪ In pairs or small groups, children discuss the key questions about the story of Zacchaeus and write a question they want to ask. Discuss this question and record responses. 
AT 2 (ii) Ask questions about what they wonder about and realise that some of these questions are difficult to answer
▪ Collate from the whole class the questions they want to ask Zacchaeus. The children identify which (of the ones they have been given) are difficult to answer.
Level 3

AT 1 (i) Make links between religious stories and beliefs

▪ Using the Year Two folder and after work on looking for similarities in the stories of Zacchaeus and Levi the teacher asks the children to think about the difference Jesus makes, who Jesus came for and why? Jesus helps people change, he came to call everyone no matter who they are (everyone can be a follower of Jesus) and that if you have done wrong you must say sorry and change.

▪ The work above can be extended in Year Three & Four folder by completing the task, write about that day as if you are Matthew, include how you felt before, during and after meeting Jesus, and by answering the key questions on p. 230 after exploring Matthew 9: 10-13 on Copy master A. 
AT 1 (ii) Use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols

AT 1 (iii) Give reasons for certain actions by believers

▪ after describing a Penitential Rite and/or an examination of conscience, the children explain why they are important using a developing religious vocabulary e.g. penitential rite, sin, mercy, forgiveness, salvation, examination of conscience etc.
▪ Examine the symbols used in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. What reasons can be given for using a purple stole, the sign of the cross, the laying on of hands? This could be done as a leaflet for those about to receive first Reconciliation (or their parents). 

▪ ‘How can the Mass help us change?’ Focus on the work on the Penitential Rite and Sign of Peace in the HIA folder. 

AT 1 (iii) Give reasons for certain actions by believers

▪ Read Matthew 9: 9, 11, 13 and 9: 10-13 from copy master A and explore the background of the story of Jesus’ meeting with Matthew. Produce a fact file or summary of the background information including the attitude to tax collectors and the attitude of Pharisees etc. Give explanations of ‘follow me’ and ‘I am here to call outcasts, not respectable people’. From this information children answer the question ‘Why did Jesus choose Matthew as his disciple?’
▪ Write a letter from Matthew to his friends telling them about the day Jesus helped him to change. Use the format of the letter from the HIA folder p. 230, ‘Write about that day as if you are Matthew, include how you felt before, during and after meeting Jesus. 
AT 2 (i) Make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others

▪ work above within AT 1 (ii) and AT (iii) overlaps with this strand. 
▪ Children can record the links between the Story of Matthew, Joel 2: 12-13 and Psalm 130 (copy master A and C) and the belief that God’s love shown to us by Jesus can help us change.

AT 2 (ii) Compare their own and other people’s ideas about questions that are difficult to answer

▪ use the key questions from HIA folder two and ask the same questions of Levi (as appropriate). Collate from the whole class the questions they want to ask Zacchaeus and Levi. The children identify which (of the ones they have been given) are difficult to answer. In pairs children discuss the difficult questions and compare them. 
▪ use the exercise ‘What is sin?’ on p. 231 of folder three. Give the children a list of positive and negative ways of behaving (from their own work) and ask them to label those which are sins. From this ask each pair to provide a definition of the word sin. Compare definitions. Choose the best definition. Teach the definition of sin provided within the task. Review labelling, discuss findings. 
Level Four 

AT 1 (i) Describe and show understanding of religious sources, beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences; making links between them. 
AT 1 (iii) Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life

▪ Create a power point presentation on the life of St. Peter focusing on his character and the ups and downs of his life. 

▪ using the story of St. Peter and copy master A, show how Christian belief in trying to change for the better everyday shapes people’s lives
AT 1 (ii) Use religious terms to show an understanding of different liturgies

▪ Produce a Reconciliation booklet using Church’s Story 3, pp. 64-67. Make a booklet for Year 3 helping them to understand the different steps in celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
▪ Children show an understanding of how the Mass gives us the opportunity to change using p. 231 of folder three as a basis.
▪ Children plan a reconciliation service with a sign of the cross, word of God (taken from topic, copy masters), examination of conscience, act of Contrition and final prayer, showing an understanding of the theme.

AT 2 (i) Show how own and others’ decisions are informed by beliefs and values

▪ Children can outline the decisions St. Peter made within his life and show the beliefs that informed Peter’s decisions.
AT 2 (ii) Engage with and respond to questions of life in the light of religious teaching

▪ ‘What sort of change is important?’ Children are asked to compare and contrast the change that is necessary to live as a celebrity with living as a follower of Jesus. They could compare and contrast a known celebrity and their life with St. Peter. Children reflect on what is important in light of religious teaching from the topic.

Level 5

AT 1 (i) Identify sources of religious belief and explain how distinctive religious beliefs arise

▪ ‘where does the belief in forgiveness come from?’ Prepare a talk for an assembly on the theme of forgiveness. Use some scripture from the change topic which teaches about forgiveness (St. Peter, Matthew, Zacchaeus, copy masters) explaining the meaning of scripture and its relation to God or Jesus. Explore some ways in which the Church celebrates forgiveness outlining why Christians celebrate forgiveness.

AT 1 (ii) Describe and explain the meaning and purpose of a variety of forms of worship

▪ Using the signs and symbols associated with the Sacrament of Reconciliation from  Church’s Story 3, pp. 64-67, the children describe and explain their meaning and why they are important. 
AT 2 (i) Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence them and others

▪ using the work from AT 1 (i) level 4 on St. Peter children identify the beliefs which are important to St. Peter and other Christians including themselves.

AT 2 (ii) They can demonstrate how religious beliefs and teachings give some explanation of the purpose and meaning of life

▪ ‘What are the important things in life for a follower of Jesus?’ Using the work from AT 2 (ii) level 4 as a basis, the children explain how the beliefs and practices outlined by the life of St. Peter and the scripture in the topic give some meaning and purpose to life. 
