SOME TEACHING & LEARNING ACTIVITIES
‘FRIENDS’
Level 1

AT1i – Recognise some religious stories.
Pupils will recognise that Baptism is a religious event.
Activity - Show children a range of images from ‘Baptism’ in Church’s Story CD1 on the whiteboard or use pages 6-11 and 18-19 of Church’s Story 1. Talk about what is happening in the pictures – encourage the children to tell the story of each picture. Talk about which ones are about religious events in the Church and which are not. Can they recognise Baptism as a religious event? 
This could also be done as a small group activity if images were printed onto card and laminated.
AT1ii – Recognise some religious signs and symbols and use some religious words and phrases.
Pupils will recognise some of the signs and symbols of Baptism e.g. water, oil, white garment, candle, font and use some religious words and phrases like sign of the cross, priest, water, blessing, oil etc. 

Activity – Design a Baptism card
Using some of the symbols of Baptism, design and make an invitation or congratulations card for a Baptism.

Activity – Show children the picture of Baptism from Church’s Story 1 p. 18-19. Talk about the picture. Children use the picture to name/label the main characters, parents, god parents, priest, baby etc.  Use the picture to ask the children to name some of the symbols of baptism. 
Activity – Collage of a Baptism

Stick the Baptism pictures from God’s Story 2 (pages 33-37) onto a large sheet of paper and get pupils to name/talk about/write/scribe what they recognise.
AT1iii – Recognise that people because of their religion act in a particular way

Pupils will recognise that children are baptised because their parents want them to belong to God’s family, be a member of the Church or to be a friend of Jesus.

Activity – After discussion and work about the ceremony and the signs and symbols of Baptism make large word cards (brick shaped) that can be put together to make a simple Church shape. On each brick write something that Baptism does for the child or how Baptism helps the child. 
AT2i – Talk about their own experiences and feelings.
Pupils will talk about what makes a friend a good friend, what it is like to have friends and how they look after their friends.

Activity – Friend portrait.

Draw big picture of a friend and write/scribe around it all the things that make that person a good friend.

Activity – Memory Game
Sitting in a circle play a game based on ‘I went to market…’e.g. 1st child: ‘Jane is a good friend because she plays with me’. 2nd child: ‘Jane is a good friend because she plays with me and makes me laugh,’ and so on.

AT2ii – Say what they wonder about.

Pupils will be able to say what they wonder about friendship or Baptism.

Activity – Have a ‘wonder wall’ in the classroom to capture those questions children ask about friends or Baptism. Have ready-made speech bubbles to fix to the display.
Level 2
AT1i – Retell some special stories about religious events and people

Pupils will be able to retell a story from the Gospels about Jesus welcoming or becoming friends with someone.
Activity – After explaining that Baptism, as the first Sacrament, marks the point that we become a friend of Jesus, ask the children to think about how they become friends with someone else. Can they recount how they became friends with someone in class? Read some of the stories about Jesus making friends or welcoming other people e.g. The Call of Simon Peter, Luke 5: 1-11, Zacchaeus, Luke 19: 1-10. Children take on the character of Peter, Zacchaeus or a bystander and retell the story in their own words.
AT1ii – Use religious words and phrases to describe some religious actions and symbols
Pupils will be able to use some religious words and phrases to describe some of the signs and symbols of Baptism
Activity – Design a matching card game for Year 1.

In groups/pairs/individually, make a set of cards describing what happens at a Baptism. Give the game to Year 1 to play. It could be matching picture cards with text cards and those who are able can put them in right order. Or there could be picture and text on each card and the activity is to sequence the actions and symbols.
Activity – Make a zigzag book for younger children describing the signs and symbols used in Baptism.

Activity – Make an information leaflet for the back of Church describing the signs and symbols of Baptism. Use the images from Church’s Story 2 pp. 32-37 to help create the zigzag or leaflet.
AT1iii – Describe some ways in which religion is lived out by believers

Pupils will be able to describe ways in which they ought to behave as a friend of Jesus
Activity – using large nets of cubes ask children to write down in words/pictures, on each of the six sides, how they ought to behave as a friend of Jesus. Make a group task where they come up with the 6 top tips for being a friend of Jesus. Make the cube. This activity can also link with AT2i.
AT2i – Ask and respond to questions about their own and others’ experiences and feelings
Pupils will be able to ask and answer questions about friendship, their friends and other children’s friends  
Activity – A ‘who’ poem in praise of friends and friendship.

After class/group discussions or question sessions about friendship, model with the children a ‘who’ poem and then let them write their own. E.g.


Who laughs and plays with me?



My friend Harry.



Who listens when I’m sad?



My friend Harry.   Etc.
AT2ii – Ask questions about what I and others wonder about and realise that some of these questions are difficult to answer

Pupils will review the questions on the ‘wonder wall’ about friendship and Baptism and identify which questions are difficult to answer

Activity – Make a ‘wonder wall’ or question board of questions about friendship or Baptism. Individually, or in pairs, children identify which questions are puzzling or difficult to answer. Bring the questions to a group or class discussion.

Level 3

AT1i – Make links between religious stories and beliefs

AT1iii – Give reasons for certain actions by believers

Pupils will be able to make links between Scripture passages and give reasons for the belief that through Baptism a child must live as ‘a child of the light’
Activity – Using the theme of ‘living as a child of the light’ from Here I Am 3 p. 162, talk about the importance of light and how it makes the children feel in contrast to the dark. Rehearse the role of light in the Baptism ceremony and the title ‘Light of the world’ Christians give to Jesus. Using the Scripture from ‘Copy master A’ p. 167, children make links between Matthew 5: 14-15 (also in God’s Story 2, p. 64), 1 John 3: 1-3, 6 and how they can live as a child of the light. The various ideas can be placed on or about the outline of a candle. This can be used in prayer time. 
AT1ii – Use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols.
Pupils will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for using the signs and symbols of Baptism and/or Confirmation.

Activity – After teaching about the signs and symbols of Baptism using Church’s Story 3 pp. 38-43 or Here I Am 3 p. 163, 165 show the images from Church’s Story 3 (CD-ROM) of what happens at Baptism. Discuss what may be happening or is happening in the pictures. Have a selection of artefacts in class e.g. doll, candle, oil, water, shell, white garment (take the artefacts on a visit to the Church and gather near the font – role play a Baptism) and discuss why each is used. Give pupils the pictures from Church’s Story 3 pp. 38-43 and ask them to give reasons for what is happening. The children could also study the artefacts in groups and make a fact file on them drawing them and explaining their use.  
After teaching about Confirmation and its signs and symbols give pupils the pictures from Church’s Story 3 about Confirmation (pp. 44-49 or use the CD-ROM) and a copy of the ‘Renewal of Baptismal Promises’, ‘Here I Am’ 3 p. 165. Ask them to give reasons for what is happening.
AT2i – Make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others.
Pupils will be able to reflect on the joys and demands of friendship and make links to show how these joys and demands may affect them and others.
Activity – Conversation Poem

Having explored the joys and demands of friendship in class group/small groups/pairs, using ‘Here I Am’ p. 164 and Copy master A & B pp. 167-68, using the key questions, highlight or identify ‘joys’ & ‘demands’ of friendship.  Focus on how these joys and demands affect the children and make up a ‘conversation poem’ to record discussion e.g. What makes a good friend? Someone you can trust. What keeps friends together?  Etc.
Level 4
AT 1i – Describe and show understanding of religious sources, beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences; making links between them

Pupil will be able to use Scripture about friendship with God, the Christian belief in Baptism and Confirmation and their own ideas and experiences to show how friends of God need to support one another and need the support of the Church

Activity – Priest for a day

Imagine you have been asked to give a homily at Mass on Sunday. The title is ‘friendship with God’. Use a range of Scripture including copy master A & B, the Christian belief in the importance of Baptism and Confirmation to bring a person closer to God and your own ideas and experiences to show how friends of God need to support one another and need the support of the Church
AT 1ii – Use religious terms to show an understanding of different liturgies
Pupils will be able to write about Baptism and Confirmation. They will show an understanding of the signs and symbols of both sacraments. They will show an understanding that they help a person grow in friendship with God.
Activity – following the activities in the Here I Am Folder 4 use Church’s Story 3 pp. 38-49 with pupils as a basis for their design of a zigzag book, information booklet for the back of Church, or a ‘power point’ on the signs and symbols of Baptism and Confirmation and an understanding of the links between them. Children should be able to show an understanding of how Confirmation provides a young person with an opportunity to take on more responsibility for their faith and how the ceremony reflects this. 

AT 1iii – Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life

Pupils will be able to write a letter in the style of St. Paul which outlines the necessary ingredients for Christians to grow in friendship with Jesus and one another
Activity – Recipe for living as a Christian: rehearse with the children the idea of the ‘Church’ as a building and in pairs get them to write a recipe for ‘building a church’. Expect to see all the building materials and fixtures and fittings listed. Then explain to them that Christians also use the word ‘church’ to mean a group of Christians or the Christian community that follows Jesus. (You could, at this point, introduce St. Paul’s imagery of the church as a ‘body’). Discuss with the children what a recipe for a Christian community would look like. This may take the form of different types of people from different parts of the world but prompt the children to focus (on following Jesus) on the necessary ingredients for Christians to grow in friendship with Jesus. 

Read the letters St. Paul wrote using copy master A & B or the Bible. Highlight and make a list of what St. Paul says are the necessary ingredients for living as a Christian. Imagine you are St. Paul. Write a letter in the style of St. Paul telling the Christian community (e.g. local school, parish) the ‘Recipe for living as a Christian’ - necessary ingredients for Christians to grow in friendship with Jesus and each other. 

Level 5
AT 1ii – Describe and explain the meaning and purpose of a variety of forms of worship
Pupils will be able to describe a variety of forms of worship explaining their meaning and the purpose for which they are intended.
Activity – Why be Baptised? Why be Confirmed? Children answer these questions for each sacrament in turn. Using the pictures from Church’s Story 3 pp. 38-49 to make a booklet, children explain the purpose of each sign or symbol and the purpose of the Sacrament of Baptism/Confirmation in terms of what it does for the child.  
Activity – Prayer School

Work in groups to prepare a lesson input for Year 5 describing and explaining to them why and when you might use different forms of worship, for example, Litany of the Saints, Confirmation Liturgy, and class prayer time/liturgy on ‘Friends of Jesus.’

AT2ii – Demonstrate how religious beliefs and teaching give some explanation of the purpose and meaning of life.
Pupils will be able to demonstrate how the belief in Jesus as a friend and beliefs in the Creed like ‘God the Creator’ and ‘life after death’ give some meaning and purpose to life. 

Activity – TV Show

You have been asked to appear on a panel of believers and non-believers on a TV show. You have to speak for 2 minutes on how the belief in Jesus as friend and the teachings expressed in the Creed could give meaning and purpose to life. Write your script. 
