Teaching & Learning Activities

Foundation Stage

Preparations

‘Here I Am’ Relate

· Use images and text from Church’s Story 1 p. 32-33. It is Advent. We are getting ready for Christmas. (CD) (Notes p. 54-55)

· Make class 3D Advent calendar – stack boxes for each day – children write promises to go in each box – follow promise for that day.

· Decorate classroom – Christmas tree, make decorations – clay/natural objects.

· Handprint Advent wreaths

· Collect evergreen branches etc to make an Advent wreath

· Class role-play – nativity scene. Set up area for continuous provision.

· Visit the church and look at colours, advent wreath (candles), follow the star. 

· Outside building/shed – turn into stable, straw and costumes.

· God’s story p32 – Christmas tree

· Church’s Story 1 p.34-35. It is Christmas day. We celebrate Jesus’ birthday. (CD) 

    (Notes p. 54-55) 

· Compare and contrast what it was like when Jesus was born – hospital, clothes, presents.

· Make birthday and Christmas cards.

· Plan a birthday party for Jesus.

· Think about how Mary and Joseph travelled and compare with how we travel today – how we get to school.

· Treasure box of Christmas things – Thank you for…

· Use God’s Story 1 p. 24-25 ‘Jesus was born in Bethlehem.’ (See notes p. 45 for key questions) (CD)

· Use God’s Story 1 p. 26-27 ‘Shepherds hurried to see Mary and Joseph and the baby.’ (See notes on p. 45 for key questions)

· Simple nativity for parents.

· Clip art nativity scene.

· PowerPoint key points: Bethlehem, star, shepherds – God’s story p24-27

· Large frieze of Nativity scene – children label.

· Sequence events of Christmas story.

· Class book: Photograph children role-playing story. Children write captions.

· Christmas story books –retell in role-play area/stable. 

· Hear it from different people – Year 6/priest.

· Beebot/Roamer:  route to Bethlehem (Gold star)

· Junk model nativity scene.

· Build dens to make stable.

· Costume box.

· Finger puppets/knitted dolls of nativity figures – opportunities to touch and use.

· Sparkle box website: Nativity masks/ small world scene.

· Sand – stable, animals, star etc.

· Light advent candle each day

· Prayer sack – Christmas artefacts, nativity characters, Thank you for….

Books:

· ‘My getting ready for bed book’ (Harriet Ziefert)

· ‘Getting ready’ (Anthony Lewis)

· ‘Who’s getting ready for Christmas?’ (Maggie Kneen)

Songs:

· Christmas songs and carols

· Rejoice one p. 68-75 including ‘Happy birthday Jesus’.
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