Special Places
Year 1

Recognise, reflect and respect
KQ: Where are the special places in school? How do you feel when you go to the special places in school?
Suggested activities
	Use den building and junk modelling to create a special place. 

	Make a class book of special places in and out of school. 

	Interview teachers about their special places in school and outside.
	Snap game with picture of special place and activity done there.

	Mime activities- guess where this takes place. 
	Close eyes and imagine they are in special place. What can you hear? See/ smell? Touch etc

	Make a ‘My favourite places in school’ book. 
	Discuss special places at home- bedroom, den etc. Bring in photographs to share and discuss.

	Make a sign for a special place using creative materials. 
	


Relate
KQ: Why is the space used for collective worship special? How do you feel when you are there? What is your favourite hymn/prayer/story? What was a special place for Jesus and his friends?
Suggested activities Use in conjunction with the Here I Am file 
	Create a special place in the classroom for prayer- fairy lights, candles, materials, fabric, music etc
	Make a special place/stand to keep the bible. 

	Make a collective worship box that can be used to create special place in any area. E.g. outside, park, woods etc 
	Create a special area in the garden using natural materials to decorate. 
Make a collage of a cross using leaves, twigs etc.

	Write a thank you prayer for our special places. 
	Display pictures of special places in prayer area. How are they similar/different?

	Make a collage of creation ‘Our wonderful world’.
	Read Isaiah 12:4-6 p239 HIA. Make a list of rules to look after our wonderful world. 

	Read about Jesus’ special place in God’s Story 2 P66. Jesus’ special place was quiet and peaceful. How is this similar/different to your special place?
	Make a bubble map- what makes a place special? 


	Draw their special place for collective worship and retell how the place for collective worship is made special e.g. what do you need to make your place special? Retell how they feel when they gather for collective worship and what made a place special for Jesus and his friends using God’s Story 2 p66 as a prompt. AT1(i) Level L2
Draw their special place for prayer, write words to recognise how they feel there and choose a favourite hymn, prayer or story from the Bible that they would like to say in their special place.  AT1(i) Level 1
Draw their special place for prayer and write words to recognise how they feel there. AT1(i) Level 1b


Special Places
Year 2

Recognise, reflect and respect

KQ: What is your special place? What is your family’s special place? How do you feel when you are there>

Suggested activities

	Read HIA story p.236

Our special place by Kim – discuss key questions
	Imagining exercise to visit Kim’s special place.

Be still and visualize in your mind your own special place.

	children talk about a place that is special for them.

Record list of places on IWB - ICT
	Draw /collage special place and add title

	Look at photos of special places in school. Match to place name and descriptive words e.g. photo, yard, fun, noisy


	ICT – create a questionnaire to investigate places that are special for families.

Child predicts family’s special place before sending home.

Compare answers.

	Learn song Off we go (25) Rejoice 1


	Group activity

In turn be the leader and lead group to your special place in/outside the school.

Ask questions about special place.

	Google Earth Internet to view families special places e.g. beach, forest 


	Make a class graph of our favorite special places at school.


Relate   

KQ: What places are special for the Church family? Where was Jesus born, where did he live, where did he die? Why do people want to visit Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem today?

Suggested activities

	Read HIA story p.238 Postcards from Auntie Cathy

Circle map – special places for me, family, church family


	Make a bubble map- what makes a place special? 



	Thought shower- Why is Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem special places for the church family?


	God’s Story2 p.54 – 63 stories of Jesus’ childhood.

Church Story 3 p.29-32 pictures and information about universal church



	Design a postcard of Bethlehem, Nazareth or Jerusalem – look at photographs on internet, holiday brochures and pictures in a child’s Bible. Write facts about why place is special.


	Use role-play area to retell events of what happened in Bethlehem and Jesus’ childhood in Nazareth.

Stories from Luke  chp 1 & 2



	Create Jesus’ home in the outdoors using boxes, sticks, carpenter‘s tools etc.

Listen and act out stories about Jesus.
	 Using pictures and words – create a timeline of events in Jesus’ life.



	Sequence events and places in a zig zag book or on a storyboard


	Go on a pilgrimage to special places used for collective worship in and outdoors at school and church.



	Draw their special place for collective worship and retell how the place for collective worship is made special e.g. what do you need to make your place special?


	

	Focused activity/assessment opportunity: 

Create a guide of Jesus’ Special Places. Include:

The guide should describe the special places of Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem and give reasons why the church family likes to visit them. (AT 1 (i) Level3

The guide should describe the special places from Jesus’ life of Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem. Use a page for each in the guide and retell that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, lived in Nazareth and died in Jerusalem. To achieve a Level 2a the children should be able to describe some places that are special for the Church family. (AT 1 (i) Level2a

The guide should describe the special places from Jesus’ life of Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem. Use a page for each in the guide and retell that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, lived in Nazareth and died in Jerusalem. 

(AT 1 (i) Level 2

The guide should match key people/photos to names of places of pilgrimage and write a sentence to show they recognise that they are special holy places. 

 (AT 1 (i) Level 1


Special Places

Year 3/4

Recognise/ Reflect/ Respect

KQ: What are the special places in your neighbourhood? Why are they special?
	1. To begin focus, Take the children to a special place in the school to lead them into recognition of a special place shared with others. 

CT to pose key questions HIA pg 339 to discuss with the children the special place.

Write a letter to find out what facilities the special place offers etc. Discuss who goes there and who uses it, what they do when they’re there and how people feel while they are there. Think about what rules the special place has.
	2. CT to display questions from last lesson to support the children’s thinking as they identify special places to them within their local community. Together make a list of special places in the neighbourhood.
In each group think about how long it has been there, when it became special, who goes there and who uses it, what they do when they’re there and how people feel while they are there. Special rules and who looks after it.

Child target: I can make links between a number of examples of special places in my neighbourhood and why they are special. (Level 3)
3. Chn to participate in a litany of thanksgiving. Chn can use words, actions, pictures to create a litany of thanks for our special places. 



	
	. 




Relate 

KQ: What places are special for Jesus and for Christians today? What is a pilgrimage? What do pilgrims do? What did Jesus say about how Christians gather?

	1. HIA File p340

Read page 340 special places for Jesus

Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jerusalem Brainstorm why each place was special for Jesus. What happened there?

Use Copymaster A p343. Remind children how to look up the Bible references.
HIA pg 343, chn in small groups to be given a selection of references to research. Gather together and then sort the extracts from the Bible into three special places for Jesus, Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem. In pairs choose a place and using Bibles, say what happened there and  why that place was special for Jesus. 
Child target: I can make links between some places that were special for Jesus and for Christians today.(Level 3)
	Homework task, to research Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem and their significance for Christians today.  Report findings in writing frame to contribute to a class book ‘The Holy Land.’



	2. Use Copymaster B 244 Find Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jerusalem These holy places today on the map. 

Show the chn pictures of the Church of the Nativity, the star that marks the place where tradition says Jesus was born, the Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth, the city of Jerusalem, the Way of the cross and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.

Use the internet and books to research a special place in the Holy Land today, make a travel poster to encourage people to visit there.

Child target: I can make links between places that were special for Jesus and what a pilgrimage is, what pilgrims do and some special places of pilgrimage.(Level 3)
	3. Design a brochure for pilgrims visiting the Holy Land think of hymns to sing and scripture to read at special places. Include details of Jesus’ birth, growing up, life, death and resurrection. Add drawings, pictures, photographs, passages from the Bible, prayers and hymns.

	4. Here I Am file page 341 The Temple in Jerusalem Copymaster A p. 345

Display Hoffman’s painting of Jesus in the Temple. And Edward Burra’s ‘Expulsion of the Money Changers. The children will imagine they are Jesus and collect words that describe how he is feeling in both paintings. Children in larger talk groups to feedback their contributions and share with the children the story of Jesus lost at the Temple God’s Story Pg 79 or Copymaster C and also on copymaster C Jesus in the Temple with the money changers.

Find about all you can about the Temple in Jesus’ time. Make a zigzag book called Jesus and the Temple Tell what happened to Jesus and what he did there in words and pictures.
	5. Read Page 341 Where two or three are gathered Mt 18:19-20, discuss the key questions, what promise did Jesus make to his friends? What is he telling them about the special place where he is to be found today? What does it mean to gather together?

Write and explain where and when you find Jesus, alone and when you are with others. Write the caption Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there with them’. Decorate and take home.

	6. The Universal Church today. 

Research and make notes/highlight information about Pilgrimage, Rome, The Holy Land- Lourdes Church Story 3 pgs 28-32. Set a class quiz using above information and children to work in teams to gain points! 

Any corrections to be made and accurate/correct information shared.
	7. Collective worship based around Matthew 18: 19-20. 

Chn to be reminded of shared prayer experiences gathering in one place (that can vary) in the presence of God. 


	Focused activity:  AT1 i

Create a pilgrimage guide to The Holy Land. 

Level 4 - Children to create a Pilgrimage guide to The Holy Land titled ‘Where two or three are gathered.’ giving details of places which were special to Jesus including places where Jesus was born, lived and died, explaining what a pilgrimage is, other significant places of pilgrimage and what pilgrims do when they are there. 

Level 3a - Children to create a Pilgrimage guide to The Holy Land giving details of places which were special to Jesus, explaining what a pilgrimage is and what pilgrims do when they are there. 

Level 3 - Children to use map from HIA pg 344 and locate places that were/are special for Jesus and Christians today. (Children should be able to state why Christians visit those places today. 

Level 2 – Describe why one place is a place of pilgrimage
Level 1 - Match key people /photos to names of places of pilgrimage and write a sentence to show they recognise that they are special holy places. 



Special Places

Year 5 / 6

Recognise/Reflect/Respect

KQ: What special places do people visit? Why do they visit them?

	1. Start from your experience – show photographs etc of a special place you have visited explaining to the children why it was special, how long it’s been there for, who was born/lived/worked/died there, when it because special and why and why people visit them.

(See Here I Am file p340-341)
	 2. Post-it note challenge: Special places in the world e.g. Stonehenge, Pyramids, Mount Everest, the 7 wonders of the world (include places the children have visited). 

	3. Children to work in pairs/groups to choose a special place in the world to research using reference books, the internet and travel brochures. Use the criteria on Here I Am file p340 and 341. Work in pairs/groups to decide how to present the information (You could use this as a cross-curricular lesson through English, IT or Geography to allow more time).

(AT2(i) Level 3)

4. Combine the information gathered e.g. PowerPoint, handout, booklets, photos of speech and children working to create a class book of ‘Special places in our world.’ 

Child target: I can make links to show how belief in special places in our world affects my behaviour and that of others (AT 2i Level 3)
	5. Give children a bank of photographs and captions explaining why the place is special to sort/categorise/ create a tree map e.g. beauty, historical value etc. 



	6. 
	HMWK – Write about a special place you have visited including the reason why it is special

OR

Ask family and friends which special place they have visited and why it is special - create a class list. 


Relate 
KQ: What does it mean to ‘go on a pilgrimage’? Why are some places holy for Christians? Why is pilgrimage important to some people?

	Pilgrimage

1. Give the children a list of places where Christians go on pilgrimage – Church’s Story 3 p29-32

Complete the activity on Church Story 3 p32. 

In groups choose one place of pilgrimage to research including why Christians go there and what happens there.

Child target: I can show how my own and others’ decisions are informed by the Church’s call to go to places of pilgrimage in the world (AT2 i Level 4)

HMWK: Here I Am file p342 

Find out if any of your family, friends or neighbours have ever been on a pilgrimage. Where did they go? How did they travel? Why did they go? What did they do there?
	2. Give a template of a footprint and using Church’s Story 3 p29 identify the reasons why people go on pilgrimage and why they might want to go there recording answers on the footprint. 

Child target: I can describe and show understanding that people visit special places and that Christians have special places and go on pilgrimage to them. (Level 4)

	Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem

Give children 2 Bible references for each place from the ones listed on Here I Am file p342 and 343 (See below)

Bethlehem – Luke 2:8-20

                    Matthew 2:1-2

Nazareth – Luke 1:26-38

                  Luke 4:14-19

Jerusalem – Luke 2:23-40

                   Matthew 21:1-3

Children to find Bible reference and decide which place it goes with

L/A: Match reference to place. 

Child target: I can make links between places that were special for Jesus and what a pilgrimage is, what pilgrims do and some special places of pilgrimage.

(Level 3)
	Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem

Split children into 3 groups and using photos, internet websites, travel brochures to create own ‘travel page’ to describe what they are like today.



	Rome

Using Copymaster A, create a factfile about Rome  - also use the Vatican website and Church’s Story 3 p29. 


	Route A

Hebron and Mount Sinai

Imagine you are a guide. Prepare a commentary for visitors to these places. Take turns at being guides and visitors. 

	
	Route B

Bethany: a special place for Jesus

Create a storyboard to show what Jesus did in Bethany using words and pictures. 



	Lourdes

Use Copymaster C. Make a Zig Zag book called ‘A pilgrimage to Lourdes’. 


	


	Focused activity  

AT1 (i)
	Create a flow map to illustrate every place of pilgrimage studied e.g.




Level 5 – In the final section of the flow map, show the importance of pilgrimage to some people (Use Relate suggested activity 2)

Level 4a –Include what happened at the pilgrimage place and therefore why a Christian would want to visit it on pilgrimage and Christians would remember and celebrate there. 

Level 4 - Include what happened at the pilgrimage place and therefore why a Christian would want to visit it on pilgrimage

Level 3 – Create the flow map for Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusalem

Level 2 – Create a flow map for ONE place of pilgrimage

Level 1 – Match key people/photos to names of places of pilgrimage and write a sentence to show they recognise that they are special holy places. 




Why is it special?


What happened there?


What do Christians remember and celebrate there? 





Describe the place





Why is it special?


What happened there?


What do Christians remember and celebrate there? 








Describe the place








