Special Places
Nursery / Reception

Recognise, reflect, respect
· Show pupils PowerPoint images of special places. HIA p236 and discuss key questions.

· Pupils to talk about special places at home, where they are, why they are special, what they do or keep there, how do they feel there does anyone share it with them? Paint picture of them in their special place. 

· Describe how they feel in their special place – bubble map. Use red thinking hat to describe emotions of how they feel there. Incorporate in class display.

· Pupils to talk about special places in school. They can follow a route around the classroom or school grounds of special places e.g. pond, forest school log circle, school garden. Take photos and could place them on a large map of the classroom or school grounds.

· Create a display “Everyone has a special place”. Song “My Place” (26) v1/2 Rejoice 1 Gather pupils around the display. Create quiet prayerful atmosphere. Play quiet music. Light a candle and lead the children in reflection.

· Pupils to talk about and paint pictures of special places they have been on holiday.

Relate
Suggested activities

Use in conjunction with the Here I Am file and God’s Story 1
· Think about special places where we gather to pray together e.g. on the carpet, in the hall, in the school garden ,around school pond. Take photos of a place that is special for everyone in Nursery/Reception to pray. Key questions HIA p238
· Recall all the ways in which the place for prayer has been made special during the year. Show pupils different artefacts that have been used to make the place special e.g. lighting a candle, placing God’s special book there, displaying picture of Jesus. Sort artefacts or pictures into topics covered e.g. Baptism, Babies, Initiation – pupils could sort using a tree map of topics. (p238)
· Play a game. Match the artefact to the topic or time of the year e.g. baptismal candle – which topic? Stable, advent wreath and holy family figures to Christmas, Lenten cross and purple material to Lent.
· Read “The friends of Jesus had a special place” (Mark 6: 7, 30-32) Answer key questions. Sequence the story using a flow map , illustrate and write captions.
· Make a special place in the classroom or school grounds like a den. You can use this special place to eat and rest together or come together in prayer. The children can use this as part of their continuous provision and special food, scripture readings, books can be left there for them to share. Pupils can make their own special place /shelter at home to share with other family members or friends. Pupils to listen to a psalm of praise (based on Psalm 150). The response is “Praise God!” Use musical instruments- pupils could even make their own from dried beans, rice in a tin or box to make different sounds. Choose different ways of responding to each call to praise. For example shout –Alleluia or clap hands, use musical instruments.
· Pupils can generate their own ideas for a psalm of praise and illustrate each line with a picture. Invite different children to speak the lines and everyone else respond.
· Celebrate our special places, remember to include their special places, why they are special, a place that is special for the Nursery/reception class; a place for prayer.  
· Use God’s Story 1 p10-11. What are the children doing? How many are singing? What instruments are they playing? Fill out the psalm “Let’s praise God together!” How many instruments can you see in the picture? Draw a picture on the computer of you with your favourite instrument praising God. Put individual pictures together to make a group/class picture of pupils praising God.
· Have a class remembering session HIA p240. Songs to listen to, sing and work with “Off we go”(25) “My place”(26) “God’s World”(27)
