Teaching & Learning Activities using the ‘Driver Words’
SPECIAL PEOPLE
Year 1
(adapted material from Archdiocese of Cardiff with help of St. Joseph, Brighouse)

Recognise, Reflect, Respect

Level 1

 (2i)      I can talk about the special people in my life

 (2ii)     Say what I wonder about special people

· Read stories: Here I Am file p136. Topsy and Tim Special People
· Teacher to show children photographs of special people in her/his life.

· Send letter home asking for children to bring in photographs of their special people.

· Make individual photo album using photos or drawings and write name of special person and why they are special. Repeat for a few special people or make a class photo album.

· Paint pictures of special people for display.

· Circle-time – special people – show photo or drawing and say why person is special – add photo/picture to centre of circle.

· Write a list of special people.

· Make cards with reasons why people are special – children to match cards to photos/pictures e.g. looks after me, helps me, makes me laugh.

· Children to ice biscuit to take home to give to someone special.

· Make clay plaque with words ‘You are special’ and give to someone. 

· Invite people in from the community to talk to the children e.g. policeman, school nurse, doctor, lollypop lady/man.
· Make a book of ‘Special People’ – draw a picture and explain why they are special.
· Mind map: What makes someone special? 

· Interview special people who work in the school. 

· Role-play – hot seat special people. 

· Learn the song ‘People who help’ (Rejoice 1)
· Bring in a photo of a special person. Make a label to say why they are special. Give it to that person.
· Provide dressing up clothes in the role play area of these special people – policeman, nurse etc 
· Jigsaws of ‘People who help us’
· Writing area – research the job of one of these people.
Relate

Level 1

(i)
      I can recognise the stories of the Presentation & Finding in the Temple

(ii)        I can recognise light as a symbol or other signs/objects used in Church 

(ii) I can recognise that Jesus is a special person

(ii)
      I can use a special title for Jesus: ‘light of the world’
(iii)       I can recognise some special jobs people do in Church

(2i)
      I can talk about Jesus

(2ii)      Say what I wonder about special people like Jesus
· Visit by Parish Priest to talk about the Mass on Sunday to recognise that he is a special person.
· Visit to local church to look at the altar, candles, organ etc
· Talk about children’s experience of special people in their church.
· Show photos of the special people at Mass and recognise what they do. Invite them in to talk about their special job in the ,Mass e.g. altar server, reader – Church’s story 2, or Welcome to the Mass CD-ROM
· Invite some of the special people from church to come to school to talk to the children – make invitations.
· Make a book ‘Special People at Mass’.
· Sequence the parts of the Mass. 
· Learn song ‘I Belong to the Family of God’ (Music Bee Volume 2)
· Provide dressing up clothes and a doll to re-enact the story of Jesus in the Temple in the prayer corner.
· Write a list of special people from the story of the Presentation and Finding of Jesus in the Temple.
· Children to retell the story of the Presentation and Finding of Jesus in the Temple with each having a part to play – provide selection of props for children to choose from
· Learn the song ‘Light of the World’ (Rejoice 1)
· Make a badge and laminate for the children to wear – ‘I can shine like a light by……..’
· Collage a big flame with art and craft materials. Add own photograph.
· Write a Thank-You God litany as a class.
· Make a clay candle holder for a tea light.
· Decorate a candle.
Teaching & Learning Activities using the ‘Driver Words’
SPECIAL PEOPLE
Year 2

Recognise, Reflect, Respect

Level 2

(2i)
I can ask & respond to questions about people special to me & my friends

· Read stories Here I Am page 136 – discuss and retell.

· Circle Time: Who is special for adults and children in the classroom, why are they special, how do they make you feel?

· Photographs from home of special people
· Formulate questionnaires to special people in school or outside.

· Our Special People display – use adjectives to describe them.

· Make a card for your special person/people.
· Make a special promise to a special person in your life.

· Invite special people in for tea and cakes.

· Write lists of special people/what makes them special?

· Write a class prayer/Litany of Thanks.  Light a candle/listen to music, give thanks for our special people – reflection.

· Father Richard talks about puzzles and games (page 138) List their favourite games.
· Have they ever been lost?  Discuss feelings etc.

· Invite Headteacher, older pupils, different staff in to talk about their own special people.

· Make a cake/biscuit for a special person.

· Google special people e.g. Sports stars/ Special Saints or famous Christians e.g. Mother Theresa

· Costume boxes/borrow special people artefacts.

· ‘Guess who’ prompt cards.

Relate
Level 2

(i) I can retell the story of the Presentation and Finding in the Temple

(ii) I can describe some of the actions & symbols used during Mass

(ii)        I can describe some of the objects in a Church

(iii) I can describe some of the jobs people do in Church or in the Parish

Level 3

(i) I can make links between the stories of the Presentation &

             Finding in the Temple and beliefs Christians have about Jesus
· Here I Am story page 138

· Discuss and answer key questions (see page 138 – 139)

· Make and decorate crosses.

· Make adjective cards for what made the Holy Family special e.g. care, love etc
· Textile pictures of their family/and or Holy Family – illustrate with words that make them special e.g. respect, unity etc.

· How do you know Jesus is special?  Circle time discussions writing sentences to answer etc

· Use gospel reading to answer above question.
· Use Church’s Story 2 pages 6-25 (or ‘Welcome to the Mass CD-ROM) to teach the children the sequence of the Mass. Teach that the 2 main parts of the Mass are focused on 2 religious objects e.g. 1. Liturgy of the Word, object: Lectern (used for readings of the Word of God & homily) 2. Liturgy of the Eucharist, object: Altar (used for saying the Eucharistic prayer: retelling the story of the Last Supper and a prayer thanking God for his gifts to us) 

· Visit Church & children draw objects – signs & symbols – and answer questions devised by teacher which describe each object and when or how it is used.

· Use Church’s Story 1 pages 24-29 and Church’s Story 2 pages 6-25 to teach the children the different roles people have in Church to help them describe different ways people live out their faith. 
· Read and discuss Luke 2: 41-51, The Finding of Jesus in the Temple.

· Retell the stories of the Presentation and Finding of Jesus in the Temple.

· Underline and talk about words that show Jesus is special – make links between these words and words and phrases from scriptures read
· Decorate words to display around a picture of Jesus.

· Through all scripture recall the sequence of main events, re-enact them in drama, mime or dance, retell them in words and pictures.

· Build a 3D temple - lego, stickle bricks etc.

· Put photographs on prayer table.
Teaching & Learning Activities using the ‘Driver Words’
SPECIAL PEOPLE
Year 3 & 4

Relate (using level 2 (& 1) for pupils as foundation for

Level 3


(i)   I can make links between stories of Jesus and what Christians believe about Jesus
(i)   I can make links between stories about being a disciple or apostle and beliefs     

       about following Jesus
(ii)  I can give reasons for the symbols used by a priest or bishop

(iii) I can give reasons why followers of Jesus act in the way they do

(2i) I can make links between some stories about Jesus and his followers & how I & 
       others behave.
Q: What do the Gospels tell us about Jesus and about what he was sent to do as his 
     mission?

Q  - What did Jesus ask his followers, the disciples, to do?

Use the Here I Am folder and some of the suggestions below as a basis for assessed activity
1. Focus on stories of calling of the first disciples, Simon, Andrew, James & John & Levi. ‘Freeze frame’ their situation before they met Jesus. ‘Freeze frame’ their situation after they met Jesus. Focus the children on the impact Jesus can have and on his qualities.
2. In groups read and discuss the gospel passages on Copy master A: p. 191 and include Luke 15: 4-7 (The Lost Sheep) & Mark 6: 7-13 (The Mission of the 12).
Highlight/write on post-it notes, words which describe Jesus and his mission. Share this knowledge together & record.
Do this again for words/actions to describe Jesus’ followers and what they are to do. Focus on the qualities of fishermen (hard working, patient, simple, courageous, committed, dedicated) and Levi the tax collector (courageous, listens to Jesus, open to change) and how useful such qualities would be when they are disciples of Jesus.
3. Divide class into groups; give group different identities including good and bad e.g. policeman, teacher, thief etc. Discuss the characteristics of these people.

As a class, discuss the question: Are they the type of people Jesus would choose? 

Read and link with Mark 3: 13-19. Bring out the surprising aspects of Jesus’ choice of followers and encourage children to make links between this choice and Jesus’ beliefs about his mission (Mk. 1: 14-15).
4. Using Mk. 3: 13-19 as a basis, research one or more of the apostles to find out about them. Tell class about them. Draw apostle and write about him. This fact file can become the basis for work (or extended) to make links between stories and beliefs about following Jesus.
5. As a class, create job advert/job application, which will include the ‘Mission of Jesus’ and the qualities he will be looking for – see page 187 Here I Am Teaching points 1,2,3

Suggested assessed activity
Write a letter to Jesus applying for the job of a follower who will help Jesus in his mission. Your letter will include what Jesus’ mission was and why you would be a good candidate/follower (qualities & talents)

Level 1 – in the letter children recognise what a follower is and what Jesus came to do 
Level 2 – in the letter children retell the mission of Jesus and how he called his apostles.
Level 3 – In the letter children make links between the Mission of Jesus and the calling of his followers, who were chosen as special people to work with him.
Q: Who is the Christian family today? Who are leaders in the diocese & parish community?

Use the Here I Am folder and some of the suggestions below as a basis for assessed activity
1. Look at pictures of different leaders in the church or parish – Eucharistic minister, priest, deacon, bishop, Pope.

Who are they? What is their role? What qualities do they have?
2. Using Church’s Story 3 pages 26-27 children research the symbols for the office of Bishop: mitre, crozier, cross, ring & cathedra (seat). Using photographs children design a poster to display their work. What links are there with stories about discipleship, why does the bishop use these symbols? – how does the bishop show he is a disciple of Jesus?
3. Using Church’s story 3 (p24-27) as a starting point, the children can research/ create a class book about the church/parish leaders. 
4. Invite local parish priest and lay members of the community into class. Children ask prepared questions. With a partner the children can record 2 facts they have learnt from the question and answer session. 

5. Using the visit of the priest, Church’s Story or ‘Welcome to the Mass’ CD-ROM research the symbols for the office of Priest: stole, chalice, paten. What links these objects to the life of Jesus and to discipleship? Chalice and paten (what the blood/body of Christ placed in/on) are linked to the Last Supper story and link to the Catholic belief in the Eucharist, but also that Christ came to give himself to us ‘This is my body given up for you’ see Mark 10: 45, ‘the Son of Man came to serve, not to be served, and to give his life as a ransom for many’ so being a disciple is about serving others. The stole is a symbol of the priest’s authority in the Church as someone who is able to celebrate the Eucharist and teach the people of the parish about living as a disciple. Yet this leadership is about putting others first – about serving others and links with Copy master A Mark 10: 42-45 & Copy master B Mark 9: 33-35. There is a link here with the cloth used by Christ at the washing of the disciples’ feet in John 13: 1-15 as a sign that leadership involves putting others first. 
5. Using the command at the end of Mass ‘Go in peace to love and serve the Lord’ discuss and record findings about how members of the church and parish community (school included) spread the message of God’s love?
Suggested assessed activity

Write a job description for someone who is interested in being a leader in the Church. Write about what the person needs to do and the qualities they must have to spread the message of God’s love, just as Jesus did.
Level 1 – children can recognise leaders in the church

Level 2 – children can retell what some leaders in the church do

Level 3 – children make links between the qualities of Jesus & his disciples & the qualities of leaders in the Church
Level 3 – children make links between the role of disciples & apostles & the role of leaders in the Church

Teaching & Learning Activities using the ‘Driver Words’
SPECIAL PEOPLE
Year 5 & 6

Relate (using level 2) for pupils as foundation for

Level 3


(i)   I can make links between stories of Jesus & what Christians believe about Jesus
(i)   I can make links between stories about being a disciple or apostle & beliefs     

       about following Jesus

(ii)  I can give reasons for the symbols used by a priest or bishop

(iii) I can give reasons why followers of Jesus act in the way they do

(2i) I can make links between some stories about Jesus & his followers & how I & 

       others behave.
Level 4
(i)    I can make links between Scripture passages & beliefs about Jesus to show I
        understand that Jesus is special to Christians

(i)    I can make links between Scripture passages & beliefs about following Jesus

        to show I understand what following Jesus means for a Christian

(iii)  I can show understanding of how the teachings of Jesus can shape life

(2i)  I can show that what people decide to do is affected by beliefs and values

(2ii) I can engage with questions such as ‘Can you be rich & truly follow Jesus?’

Level 5

(i)    I can identify some scripture passages about Jesus and explain how 
        the belief that Jesus is God’s Son/brings the Good News came about.
(i)    I can identify some scripture passages about Jesus and explain how

        the belief in following Jesus came about.

(2i)  I can explain the beliefs & values that inspired Jesus & his followers to spread 

        the Good News.

Q: What was Jesus inspired to do? Who did/does he inspire?

Use the Here I Am folder and some of the suggestions below as a basis for assessed activity

1. Use the activities from Years 3 & 4 above for this section.
2. Use Mk. 1: 1-8 focusing on vv. 6-8 (especially v. 8) and Mk. 1: 9-11 as a basis to discuss with the children ‘why is Jesus so special to Christians?’ Elicit from the children the beliefs about Jesus from the stories e.g. powerful, someone to be worshipped, filled with the Holy Spirit, God’s Son: record findings. This can be a basis for work at level 4 & level 5 on why Jesus is special to Christians. To gain AT 1 (i) level 5 children would need to explore the stories of Jesus’ birth as well to be able to identify where the belief that Jesus is God’s Son (the Incarnation) comes from (the Annunciation).

3. Use Mk. 1: 12-13 & 14-15, Mk. 2: 13-17, Lk. 8: 1-3,  and ask two things, A. what is the mission of Jesus? (See ‘Notes for teachers’ p. 187. ‘Kingdom of God’: this is not an area of land like the UK but a situation in which people live their lives following God’s rules and therefore do God’s will [there is a link here with the ‘Our Father’: ‘thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven’] ‘Repent’ comes from the Aramaic (Jesus’ spoken language) word metanoia meaning ‘turn around – come back to me’ and refers to God calling his people back to living as God requires. B. what qualities (beliefs & values) does Jesus have? Jesus is obedient, courageous, he is patient, he is unique with a very strong relationship with God (prayerful), spiritually strong, believes God loves everyone & God wants to forgive, that Jesus came especially for those who were not thought to be special people, women, tax collectors, sinners etc. 
4. Focus on stories of the calling of the first disciples, Mk. 1: 16-20 (Simon & Andrew, James & John) & Mk. 2: 13-17 (Levi). Use the ‘Freeze frame’ technique to explore their lives before and after meeting Jesus e.g. ‘freeze frame’ Levi’s life before he met Jesus. ‘Freeze frame’ his situation after he met Jesus. Focus the children on the impact Jesus can have and his qualities – where does this inspiration/impact come from?

5. Discuss all scripture on p191. Highlight using 2 colours what Jesus said and what Jesus did. Identify from the scripture passages, the special people who were chosen by Jesus to share in his mission. Why do you think these people were chosen?
6. Use Luke 11: 1-4 and a copy of the ‘Our Father’. Compare them and identify differences and similarities.

Identify the structure and main themes of the prayer.
Praise of God

Asking for what we need

Saying Sorry

Asking for forgiveness

Asking for help

Explore each theme in its modern day context. Write your own Lord’s Prayer for the modern day.
Suggested assessed activity

Write a newspaper report outlining how & why Jesus started his mission.

Level 2 – The children retell the stories of how Jesus chose people to share his mission

Level 3 – Make links between how Jesus began his mission and the people he chose to share his mission. 
Level 3 – Make links to show how feelings & beliefs affect behaviour
Level 4 – Describe and show understanding of how Jesus began his mission, the people he chose to share his mission and the prayer Jesus taught his friends.
Level 4 – Show how decisions are informed by beliefs and values
Level 5 – Explain what beliefs & values inspired Jesus & the disciples to act.
Q: How is Jesus’ work carried on today by the Church? 

Use the Here I Am folder and some of the suggestions below as a basis for assessed activity

1. Use the activities from Years 3 & 4 above for this section, particular on role of the bishop & priest and bring out the service of others as a theme.
2. Using Church’s Story 3 p. 24-28, the Church is the People of God. Draw a diagram that shows the ordained ministers in the Church (including the Pope) and lay ministries in your parish that support the People of God. Describe what they do.
3. Give children a copy of the Lord’s Prayer or Luke 11: 1-4. Highlight phrases in the prayer that describe how they continue Jesus’ mission and give examples from their everyday life.
Suggested assessed activity

Write a job description for someone who is interested in being a leader in the Church. Write about what the person needs to do and the qualities they must have to spread the message of God’s love, just as Jesus did.
Level 1 – children can recognise leaders in the church

Level 2 – children can retell what some leaders in the church do

Level 3 – children make links between the qualities of Jesus & his disciples & the qualities of leaders in the Church

Level 3 – children make links between the role of disciples & apostles & the role of leaders in the Church

Level 4
- children can make links between Scripture passages & beliefs about following Jesus to show they understand what following Jesus means
Level 4 – children can show understanding of how the teachings of Jesus can shape 
life

Q: How did Jesus challenge people to be a part of his mission?
Use the Here I Am folder and some of the suggestions below as a basis for assessed activity
1. Use Mark 10: 17-22 as a whole class. Create a diary entry from the point of view of the rich young man. 
2. Give the children the references for the scripture passages on p189. Ask them to look up the references and decide which ones are the most relevant to describe what Jesus asked others to do. What is the challenge for the person/ people in each one? It may be best to give them the whole passage in which the reference appears.
2. Take the 6 readings from p189 and split the children into 6 groups. Give each group a scripture passage that has been placed in the middle of a piece of A3 paper. Ask the children to think about what Jesus was saying, what Jesus did, how the person involved responded, any questions the passage raises for them. Pass the A3 sheet to next group after 5 minutes. When all groups have had a chance to discuss all 6 passages, ask the groups to present their ideas back to the class.
3. Using the above work on the 6 scripture passages and in their own words write next to the scripture reference how Jesus challenged people to be a part of his mission.
Suggested assessed activities

‘Can you be rich and truly follow Jesus?’  OR
‘Is it too difficult to follow Jesus?’

Depending on the emphasis children may be working in several strands

Level 2 – The children retell the stories of how Jesus challenged people to share his mission

Level 3 – Make links between Jesus’ mission & the qualities of the people he chose to share his mission

Level 3 – Make links to show how feelings & beliefs affect behaviour
Level 4 – Describe & show understanding of Jesus’ mission, the people he chose to share his mission & beliefs about discipleship
Level 4 – Show how decisions are informed by beliefs & values

Level 4 – Engage with and respond to questions of life in the light of religious teaching

Level 5 – Explain what beliefs & values inspired Jesus & the disciples to act.

Level 5 – Identify similarities & differences between peoples’ response to Jesus because of their beliefs.

Level 5 – Demonstrate how religious beliefs & teachings give some explanation of the purpose & meaning of human life.
