Dear Parent(s),

On our return to school after the holidays the Church is still celebrating Easter.   Eastertime includes the feasts of the Ascension of Jesus into Heaven (June 5th) the day he went back to his Father, and Pentecost (June 12th), the day the power of the Holy Spirit was given to the disciples gathered in the Upper Room in Jerusalem.  

ENERGY
While the church prepares for these feasts the children will be studying the topic of Energy.  Using the scriptural images of wind and fire, the children will be exploring how the Holy Spirit brings energy and life to the Church.  On the back of this leaflet you will find a prayer to the Holy Spirit, which you are invited to pray together.

Suggestions for home activities

· Go to visit a windmill, or the site of a wind farm, to see the power of the wind 
being used.
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Make a kite and have fun taking it for a flight.
· Use the prayer on the 
         back of the leaflet.
It is part of the Church’s tradition that the month of May is dedicated to Our Lady.

FREEDOM and RESPONSIBILITY
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In this topic the children will explore the reason for rules at home, in school, in society and in the Christian family. They will be exploring issues of right and wrong and learning that God’s rules help us to live happily, freely and responsibly.  This is part of a broader theme of inter-relating and reconciliation, so the importance of asking for and receiving forgiveness is part of the teaching. It would be helpful to talk to the children about this very important idea of freedom being free to do good, and not simply free to have as many choices as we want.

Suggestions for home activities 

· Talk as a family about the rules you have established in your family and the importance of developing freedom and responsibility as the children grow older.

· Highlight times of forgiveness and reconciliation in your own family.
· Talk about opportunities for 
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         forgiveness and reconciliation.
OTHER FAITHS

During the Summer Term the children will be exploring another faith.

SPECIAL PLACES

In the last few weeks of the term we will be looking at the topic of Special Places. In this topic we will be recognising the world as a special place in which the Church is at work helping people to value all aspects of life.  The children will be asked about special places for their families and may be asked to bring into school a photograph, or a postcard of a place that is special to them.  

They will also learn about some special places for our faith, and those of other religions.

Suggestions for home activities  

· Together, look through a family scrapbook or photograph album of a visit to a place that is special for your family.

· Organise a family visit to a special holy place in your area. Record the visit in some way.

Look at a globe or an atlas. Find a special place and pray for the people of that country.

Important Dates This Term

May 2nd    St. George, Patron Saint of England

May 4th      Martyrs of England & Wales
May 26th    Saint Philip Neri

June 5th     The Ascension of the Lord

June 6th     Saint Norbert

June 11th    Saint Barnabas

June 12th   Pentecost Sunday
June 19th   Trinity Sunday

June 22nd   Saints John Fisher & Thomas More
June 24      Birth of John the Baptist

June 26th   The Body and Blood of Christ
June 29th    Saints Peter and Paul

July 1st       Sacred Heart of Jesus

July  11       St. Benedict, Patron of Europe

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

Come Holy Spirit, fill us with the power 

and energy of your love.

Come Holy Spirit
Come Holy Spirit, give us your gifts of 

wisdom and understanding.

Come Holy Spirit

Come Holy Spirit, fill us with your 

strength.

Come Holy Spirit
Come Holy Spirit, bless our home, 

our school and our church.

Come Holy Spirit



Glory be 



to the Father



and to the Son



and to the Holy Spirit



as it was in the beginning 



is now and ever shall be



world without end






Amen
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Summer Term 2011
‘Here I Am’

(Cycle C)
