SOME TEACHING & LEARNING STRATEGIES

 ‘PREPARATIONS ’
Below are SOME EXAMPLES of the kind of activities you might use to ensure sufficient level of challenge for each level of attainment in some of the strands. Setting the right activities and using the right language is key at the planning stage.
Level 1
AT1ii – Recognise some religious signs and symbols and use some religious words and phrases.
Activity: Identification/sorting activity.

Using the pictures on p54, 55 & 56 of Church’s Story 1, mixed with a collection of other pictures, ask the pupils to identify, name and talk about the ones which are related to Advent and Christmas.

Activity: Create a Drop- In/’Chatterbox’ role play area where children can talk to each other about their feelings and experiences of getting ready for things.

Level 2

AT1i, ii &iii 
Activity: Make a booklet called ‘Preparing for the coming of Jesus.’

Towards the end of the teaching and learning on this topic, make a booklet with pages on: ‘God’s preparation for the coming of Jesus’ (Isaiah), ‘How the Church prepares for Christmas’, ‘How a Christian family prepares for the coming of Jesus’  etc

Level 3

AT1i – Make links between religious stories and beliefs.

Activity: Advent People wall chart.

In small groups, using Church’s Story 3 p88-91, each write and illustrate a piece on one of the ‘Advent People’ making links between the Scripture and belief. Share each other’s learning and stick each piece of research onto a large wall chart. Each group shares their learning with the class. As a class summarise the links in brief.
Level 4

Activity: Radio Broadcast. (Could incorporate a number of strands!)

Prepare, write and record a radio broadcast entitled: ‘Why is Christmas important to Christians’. Refer to Scripture, Liturgy, use Church’s Story 3, and explore how religious belief in Christmas shapes life.   
Level 5

AT1ii – Describe and explain the meaning and purpose of a variety of forms of worship.

Activity: Worship Workshop

Work in groups to prepare a series of workshops for Year 5 explaining in each one the meaning and purpose of a variety of Advent worship, for example, an Advent classroom prayer time, an Advent Wreath Liturgy, an Advent Mass for the last week of Advent. 
