Signs and Symbols
Nursery / Reception

KQ: What signs have you seen? What do these signs mean? Why is it important to have signs?

Suggested activities

(CHOOSE FROM THE ACTIVITIES BELOW WITHIN THE TIME AVAILABLE)

	Teacher to demonstrate signs to children, a yawn, a frown, a hug, a pointing finger, a handshake, a smile, a wave, a clenched fist. Talk about what the signs mean.
	Play a mime game- teacher to place pictures of different signs in a feely bag. Child chooses a sign and mimes the action to class eg a hug. Person who correctly guesses chooses next sign.

	Look for signs around the classroom eg your name on coat peg, drawer, labels on cupboards, boxes,tins. Signs on doors(toilet, class name). Signs on stickers and badges- smile, birthday numbers
	Look for signs around the school , other classrooms, hall, corridors offices.Signs on doors(toilet, office, Headteacher, medical)

Sort signs by location in a tree map eg our classroom, Y2 class, Y6 class the hall.

	Go on an eco walk around the school looking for eco friendly signs eg turn off the lights, put waste paper in this bin, turn off the taps. Why are these signs important to follow?
	Go for a  walk around the school grounds looking for signs eg school entrance sign and name, welcome sign, safety signs to the school pond or speed limits on school grounds.

	Go for a short walk in the local area and look for signs on route. Road crossing signs, speed limits, one way, children crossing. Why is it important to follow these signs when outside?
	Make displays of signs eg “My sign”, “Our favourite signs” or “Signs we need to know”

	Children can learn some basic sign language for greetings hello, goodbye, ok. 
	Songs to listen to:”If you’re happy and you know it” “I’m a little teapot”
Rhyme to say: Stop says the red light

Go says the green

Wait says the amber one

Winking in between

	In PE play the traffic light game- red, stop. Green, run and amber walk.
	Look at your own sign, what is it? My sign is …
Look at the signs you need to know. Why are they important?  (sign) … is important because…
Look at your favourite signs. Why do you like them? I’m happy when … Which signs don’t you like?

	Home/school link- ask parents to help their children recognise signs in their local environment and to recognise items in the supermarket by the pictures and signs on the packaging.
	Put a variety of signs from well known supermarkets into a feely bag and pick them out . Ask pupils if they can name the store from the sign.



Relate
KQ: Where are babies taken to be baptised? Can you make the sign of the cross? What signs of belonging are used in Baptism? What do these signs mean?

Tradition 

Learn about Baptism: welcome, name, water, white shawl, candle 

The white garment and water are signs of purity and new life.

The priest or deacon pours the water: ‘I baptise you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of th4e Holy Spirit’; ‘Receive the white garment’

Be able to make the sign of the cross.

Church’s Story 1 p. 18-19 (notes p. 52)

Suggested activities
	Read the story “Baby Elizabeth is baptised” and answer the key question.

	Re-enact the story of Elizabeth’s Baptism to include Nursery- family arriving at church, Fr. Donovan asks the baby’s name, Fr. Donovan pours water, Mum wraps Elizabeth in a shawl, the candle, the clapping. Reception- the welcome, words of Baptism, Fr. Donovan’s words “Receive this white garment”

	In the role-play area, provide dressing up clothes, a doll, water and a candle for the children to role-play Elizabeth’s Baptism.
	Place signs of Baptism- candle, shawl, baptismal robes and photos into a reflection sack for pupils to use as continuous provision.

	Ask pupils to bring in from home photos or mementoes of their Baptism. These could be incorporated into a classroom display.
	Songs to listen to and learn
“Thank you for my friends”(31)Rejoice 1

“on the day I was baptised “ by P Coyle

“When I was a little baby” by Sr. Oswin (see resources p307)

	Reception pupils listen and join in with “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen” The sign of the cross is a sign of belonging.
As we go into church there is a stoup containing the holy water, making the sign of the cross with the holy water when entering the church is a reminder of baptism and a sign of belonging Pupils to make little fonts, individual clay pots for holy water.
Plenary: Use the pots at the end of the day at prayer time to make the sign of the cross.

Find the font in church and look at the holy water.
	In prayer / role-play area set up for baptismal role-play- font, baby, white garment, candle etc extend the scope of the actions to include the gathering, the welcome, the questions to the parents and godparents, the prayers, the pouring water, the words of Baptism “I baptise you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit Amen”.

Writing table- encourage the children to make their own Baptism cards.

Creative Area- the children can make their own Baptismal candle from card, white card, gold flame write their name on it.

Water-play- act out using dolls making the sign of the cross on the baby’s head and pouring the holy water with a shell.

	Church’s Story 1 p18 and 19 Look at photos of family baptisms. Talk about choosing names, about the children’s godparents, about who was there at their baptisms.(p52)

	Assessment

Draw/paint/label a pre-drawn picture of a baby in a church and some of the signs of belonging used in the celebration of Baptism. e.g. font, shell, water, candle, white garment, oil
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