‘Memories’

Nursery / Reception

Learning Outcomes:

The children have learnt that remembering is important.

They have learnt that at Mass people remember Jesus.

They have celebrated, assimilated and applied what they have learnt.

Suggested activities

· Read story p208 “Please Remember”. Answer key questions. Realise it is important to remember. What happens if you forget? Give pupils some scenarios: if we don’t remember to be careful with the sand it might end up in someone’s eyes. If we don’t remember to return our reading books we can’t take home a new one. Can the pupils think of any?

· Talk about things the children need to remember at home and at school – make class diary / see suggestions in HIA.
· Pupils are asked to convey a memory they have of an event that occurred before they started school e.g. birth of sibling, holiday memory, special present. They can illustrate this memory and talk about its significance.

· Take pictures of staff / items from around the class. Hide in the grounds. Children hunt for them. When found, can children name people / say where item belongs.  

· Play memory games – eg. Kim’s Game see suggestions in HIA p. 209

Play the game: - Things we need to remember in school- names of our friends. Collage name cards of group members, turn over and see if you can remember each. 

 - Have a tray prepared with a variety of recognisable objects. Use an egg timer for the children to look at the objects and then remember what they were. Take one away and ask them which one is missing. Reception have up to 10 items to remember and possibly use some Welsh vocabulary to identify items eg teddy, ball
· Use a familiar toy to hide in the classroom or grounds. Can the children describe the toy?
· Talk about good listening and rules for listening which help us remember what people say.

· Make mind map of things we need to remember at school. Children take photos and write captions to create display ‘It’s important to remember’
· Alternative: go on memory walk – collect items and create map sticks.
· In the Home Corner, role-play remembering what we need to do to set the table.

· Involve children in baking activity – can they remember what goes into the recipe.

· Circle time – Choose a child to blindfold and sit within circle of children.  Teacher chooses someone to speak, saying a rhyme or song. The child blindfolded needs to guess who it is.
· Home Link – child to keep a diary remembering things they did at the weekend.
· Names of people who help us. Put photos of adults in a feely bag. A child chooses one and has to describe that person to others. Alternatively the other pupils can ask questions to guess which adult has been picked.

· Remember where things go in trays, on shelves, in cupboards. Play a game with a    selection of items and where to put them back in the classroom. Allocate monitors to put things away e.g. remember where the board rubbers go.    

· List/illustrate things you find easy to remember and why and things you find difficult to remember and why.

· Create a display called “It’s important to remember.”

· Pupils to devise a poster and talk about what helps the children to remember. Listen carefully to what is said, looking carefully at what is done. Face the person who is speaking and look at them. Sit with legs crossed and arms folded to show good listening.

· Dress teddy for summer/winter, cover him up and the children have to remember what he was wearing, the colours and shapes.

Relate
Recognise that people remember Jesus at Mass 

Recognise that people brought their little children to Jesus.

Recognise the story of ‘Jesus welcomes the children’

Recognise what people remember at Mass

Suggested activities
· Use story ‘Remember’ and discuss HIA p. 210
· After story children remember what the people did at Mass. Put into a tree map and illustrate- came together, listened to Fr Joe saying why they were there, thought quietly, listened to Fr Joe reading from his big book, prayed for family, friends and other people, sang a song.

· Use clip art or take photos of the key elements of the story:
     (gathering; reading from the Bible; saying prayers; singing) Hang
      these in the outdoor area  for children to find and then sequence in
      the order they happened.  
· Visit the church or invite priest to visit to talk about how we remember Jesus at church. (See also Church’s Story 1 p24-29 and also notes p53-54) Prepare a simple liturgy for him to celebrate with the children, include the key elements:

              GATHER: gathering 
              WORD: reading from the Bible 

              RESPONSE: saying prayers

              GOING FORTH/MISSION: singing / Mission
· IDEA FOR RESPONSE: Pupils to pray spontaneously or listen and join in e.g. Let’s remember our mums. Dear God, help them to look after us. Let’s remember our dads. Dear God, help them to take care of us. Let’s remember our brothers and sisters. Dear God, help us to be kind to one another. Let’s remember...who is sick. Dear God, be with... and help...

· Take photographs showing the different elements. At a later time, use for discussion. Encourage children to talk about what they see and to order the pictures. Invite them to say how they felt at the different times. Have cards to scribe their thoughts and place alongside the pictures.

· Use Church’s Story 1. At Mass, people listen to God’s Word (the Liturgy of the Word) (p. 25). What do you see? (First: children, catechist, another place, candle, and children’s bible/scripture book; second: church, people, man reading). What is happening? (Reading, listening to the Liturgy of the Word with the children, talking). What is happening? People are listening to God’s Word- the story of God’s words and actions are handed on by people for hundreds of years. Find the ambo (place from where the word is proclaimed) in church. Find the list of readers.

·  Encourage pupils to take part in Liturgy of the Word if this is offered in your church.  Give thanks for God’s gifts (the Liturgy of the Eucharist) (p. 26-27) The Eucharist-Mass is an act of thanksgiving and the presentation of the gifts is symbolic in several ways. We offer bread and wine, symbolic of life, death and resurrection. The spirit of God transforms our gifts to become for us the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. Included in the presentation of the gifts is the collection of money, symbolic of care and support for all those in need. Look at where this is happening. (church) Who can you see? (Priest, people). What is happening? (Procession of people carrying bread, wine, collection). 

· Have a prop box and set an area aside for children to role play what people remember at church. 
· Use the image of ‘Jesus welcomes the Children’ (see God’s Story 1 resource) on IWB and Read ‘Jesus Makes the Children Welcome’ (p.144 HIA) write a list of words to describe Jesus.

·  Allow children quiet time to reflect on the picture. Teacher scribe favourite words from the story/how the image makes them feel.

· Invite children to share their favourite words and phrases from the story. Make captions from the answers and place these around the pictures.

· Sequence pictures from the story

· God’s Story 1 p30 and 31. Jesus welcomes everyone. Help children to look at what makes each child different (size, colour of hair, eyes, skin, clothes)and what makes them the same (faces, hands, legs, hair, clothes). What are the children doing? What is the message they are giving? Do you think they are happy? 
· Collage a picture of Jesus and invite children to draw themselves /or take photographs to place around the image of Jesus. 
· Use as a focus for circle time - Remind the children of the story of Jesus welcoming the children and discuss.  What did the people want Jesus to do?  Why was Jesus cross?  What did he say and do?
·  Play some quiet music and invite the children to bless themselves and say  ‘Thank you Jesus for loving me’

· Learn song ‘ Jesus Loves The Little Children’ (Christopher Walker)
· Songs from Rejoice One; “Things to remember”(42) “Jesus with us” (37)   
· Something to do at home: volunteer to be part of the procession of gifts as a family. At school: Learn an offering song, share in God’s love in Holy Communion (p. 29) and receive a blessing.

·  Holy Communion means being one with Jesus and with God his Father. It also means being one with each other. We are all children of God and brothers and sisters of Jesus. Look at the picture. What do you see? What is happening? Do you see this happen at your church? What do people do who do not receive communion? (Younger children and adults too receive a blessing; the sign for this is to cross ones hands across one’s chest. At school learn a new communion song.

