INITIATION – LEVELS OF ATTAINMENT
SOME GUIDANCE

Level 1

Pupils will be able to recognise some of the religious signs and symbols used in Baptism, such as water, candle, font, white garment etc. (AT1ii)

They will be able to use some religious words and phrases associated with Baptism such as ‘I baptise you in the name of the Father etc…’ (AT1ii)

They will know that Baptism is a welcome into God’s family. (AT1iii)

They will be able to talk about their own experiences and feelings about starting a new school and how they can help people who are new. (AT2i) 

They will be able to say what they wonder about Baptism and welcome. (AT2ii)

Level 2

Pupils will be able to describe the actions and symbols used in a Baptism ritual using religious words and phrases, such as anointing with oil, pouring of water, lighting the baptismal candle etc. (AT1ii)

They will know that Baptism is the beginning of life in the Church family. (AT1ii) 

They will be able to rewrite Psalm 34 and Matt. 5:45 in their own words describing how God wants Christians to live. (AT1i, AT1iii) 

They will be able to ask and respond to questions about their own and others experiences and feelings about joining a new group and being welcomed. (AT2i) 

They will be able to ask some ‘big questions’ about what they wonder about Baptism and becoming a Christian and realise some of these are difficult to answer. (AT2ii)

Level 3

Pupils will be able to make links between some Scripture passages and what Christians believe about Baptism and Confirmation being a call to new life. (AT1i) 

They will be able to give reasons for how and why Christians live in a new way because of their Baptism and Confirmation. (AT1iii)
They will be able to give reasons for the religious actions and symbols used in Baptism and Confirmation using a developing religious vocabulary. (AT1ii) They will be able to make links to show how their feelings and beliefs about promises and rules affect their behaviour and that of others. (AT2i) 

They will be able to compare their own and other people’s ideas about questions that are difficult to answer around initiation, promises and rules. 
(AT2ii)
Level 4

Pupils will be able to use a range of Scripture, belief in the gifts of the Spirit, the Baptismal promises, ideas, feelings and experiences to show understanding of the significance of initiation. (AT1i)

They will be able to show understanding of the liturgies celebrated at Baptism, Confirmation and the Easter Vigil, using religious terms. (AT1ii) 

They will be able to show understanding of how belief in the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation shapes life. (AT1iii) 

They will be able to show how belief in the gifts of the Spirit can inform decisions. (AT2i) 

They will be able to engage with and respond to questions such as ‘What does it mean to belong?’  in the light of their learning. (AT2ii)

Level 5

Pupils will be able to root belief in the Baptismal promises and the power of the Spirit in a range of Scripture and Church teaching and explain how these beliefs arose. (AT1i) 

They will be able to describe and explain the meaning and purpose of Baptism, Confirmation and the Easter Vigil. (AT1ii) 

They will be able to reflect upon and explain how the gifts of the Spirit inspire them and others. (AT2i) 

They can demonstrate how the belief in the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation could give meaning and purpose to life. (AT2ii)

