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Act of Worship

Death and New Life

Key Stage 1

“Signs of New Life”
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Focal Point: 
Purple candle






Ashes in an earthenware pot






(a reminder of Ash Wednesday)
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Bulbs – just sprouting






with a cross in the middle






and a purple cloth draped round it






tree branch(es) in container






(children’s promises tied on branches)






God’s Story 1 open at pages 34/35 or





God’s Story 2: page 78






Any work done on the Topic
Leader:  We’ve been thinking about all that seems to be dead coming back to life. What did we 

              find out on our walk?  (or on video, or in book) 

{Encourage the children to reflect aloud on what they remember. Also recap on the idea of ashes on Ash Wednesday as the beginning of Lent, a season of new beginnings when we try to “live in a new way”}

Now as we reflect on these things we should light the purple candle and perhaps we can sing a song about these signs of new life: Rejoice1:26 or 27 
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Leader: Now we are going to listen to the words of God’s Story, words that will make us feel happy just as we were so happy to see the “returning” sun giving us lighter days, buds on trees and new, green shoots peeping through the dark earth.

“Jesus died on a cross, but God, his Father, gave Jesus new life.” or 
A reading from Luke Chapter 23 (p78 God’s Story 2)

Jesus was nailed to a cross outside the city walls. There were 2 others put to death with him, one on the right and the other on his left.  When Jesus was dying he said “Father forgive them. They do not know what they are doing”. One of the men on the cross made fun of Jesus saying, “If you are a real king why don’t you save us all?”  

The other man told him to be quiet because Jesus had done nothing wrong.  Then he said to Jesus, “Please remember me don’t ever forget me”.  Jesus said, “I will remember you today and always”.

Reader:
The Word of the Lord

All:

Thanks be to God

[image: image6.png]



Response One:

Jesus died on the cross…. What a shock… what a sad thing for Jesus’ friends to experience… 

{Comment on the purple candle and the purple cloth around the cross which express the sadness of death but think about the signs of new life around the cross}

What seemed dead came to life again… and so think about the love of God the Father for Jesus.

What did God, the Father, do… and how can we say its Good not bad Friday?

Response Two:
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How do you feel when you hear the story? What are your favourite words? What do you know about Jesus from the story? 

A prayer:
{Perhaps this could be displayed somewhere}

This is the wood of the cross on which Jesus died.

Let us remember him

Jesus was thinking of others even as he was dying.  During Lent we have been trying to think of others… Lent is “a reminder to be kinder!”  Who will we pray for?  What do they need? What help will you ask from God for them? 
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Litany of thoughts: {Encourage the children to suggest people they want to pray for}

Dear God… we pray for… 

Dear God… give strength to…

Dear God… comfort…

{Perhaps the children could end their liturgy by singing verses 3 and 4 of Rejoice1:28} 

“Even Jesus’ Friends Were Scared, Seeing Him Arrested…”
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Act of Worship

Death and New Life

Key Stage 2

“Good Friday is an end and Easter Sunday a new beginning”
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Focal Point:
Purple candle (to be followed by a white candle)






Cross draped with a purple cloth






A sea-sponge on a stick or





A crown of thorns






Chosen signs of “new life” in Spring






e.g. bulbs, daffodils, pussy-willows






A display of “spring cleaning” materials






Bible opened at either Mark 15:16-21






or Mark 15:25-37 (God’s Story 3 p118 or 122)






work done so far on the Topic including a display of 






keywords.

Leader:
Good morning everyone!

1. We’ll make the Sign of the Cross with special care today to remind us that our reflection is about the time Jesus died on a Cross.

    All: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

      {Light the purple candle}

2. As we gather together this morning we can see signs all around us of spring returning… on the table there are signs of new life… bulbs bursting into life… yellow daffodils… shoots starting to appear on trees… catkins, pussy willows.

3. Let us sing together a song about life’s changing pattern… about birth, dying and rebirth!

{Perhaps you could sing vv.1-3 of Rejoice 2:66 or vv1-3 of Lord of the Dance}.

Leader:
In the song we’ve just sung it mentions that part of us dies and a new part is born… it’s talking about the way we can perhaps experience a loss… a change we don’t really like… we can’t see what the future holds for us.  Now Jesus was trying to hint at the changes that would happen… events that would alter the lives of his friends.  In three short years he had achieved so much but he had tried to tell the Apostles in so many words that all his life had been a preparation for this final week.

Leader:  We shall listen to the account of what happened to Jesus on Good Friday.  {Perhaps you could sing a Gospel Acclamation}

Gospel Acclamation:  Your word is like a lamp,




shining in the night




shining in the darkness – golden bright 

(Rejoice 2:20)

Reader: The reading is taken from… 

All:  Glory to you, Lord

{Choose one of the suggested readings for Year 3/4 Mark 15:16-21}

{There are some Stations of the Cross by the Nuns of Turvey Abbey or acetate pictures “The Christ we Share” which could be displayed}

READING FOR YEAR 3/4:

Reader:
The soldiers took Jesus away to the inner part



of the palace, the Praetorium, and called together the rest of the company.




They put a purple robe on Jesus, twisted some thorns into a crown and 

put it on him. Then they began to salute him saying, “Hail King of the Jews!”

They beat him over the head with a stick and spat on him.  They went down on their knees and bowed to him.

When they had finished making fun of him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes back on him.

Then they led him out to crucify him.

Reader:
This is the Word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God.


{Give the children time to reflect upon the story… possibly ask them to recap on the traumatic events of the previous evening}

Leader: 
Which words describe how the soldiers made fun of Jesus?  what did Jesus do?…  did he plead with them to stop hurting him?… what are your feelings as you listen to the story?
ALTERNATIVE READING FOR YEAR 5/6:

Mark 15:25,26,31-38

Readers:
It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him.  The notice above his 

head said, ‘The King of the Jews’.  

The chief priests and the teachers of the law jeered at Jesus, saying to each other: “He saved others but he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now and we will believe in him.”

And the two who were crucified with him insulted him too.  At midday, the whole country became dark.  This lasted 3 hours.  At three o’clock, Jesus cried out:

“Eloi, Eloi Larna Sabactani”, which means: “My God, my God why have you abandoned me?”

Someone soaked a sponge in cheap wine and put it on the end of a stick. He held it to his lips saying “Let’s see if Elijah will come and take him down from the cross.”

Then Jesus gave a loud cry and died.

{Before the reading you could possibly ask the children to tell the story of the happenings that preceded Good Friday afternoon… in their own words.  Then have them reading in parts from Mark’s account}






Leader:  Quietly reflect on the reading… how easy was it just to follow the crowd… to join in making fun of someone who seemed so helpless?… isn’t there a sense of something really bad happening?…. the darkness enveloped everything for three whole hours… and then Jesus cried out in his own language… words for us to remember… Jesus gave a loud cry and died… it all seemed lost… or did it?  Perhaps even in the darkest hour his cry comes with a hope that God the Father will answer his prayer… he trusts the Father. 

{Perhaps make reference to Psalm 22 c.f. p45 in God’s Story 3}

{As the children reflect quietly they could softly sing Rejoice 2:67 “Light in the Darkness” which is highly repetitive; invite them to add their own words in the second/fourth line of each verse}






Leader:  We know that Jesus prepared for Good Friday throughout his 

   life and we also believe that his death was not the end.  During Lent we 

   think of ways to make a new beginning, to change some of our old ways 

   and learn new ones… perhaps spring cleaning happens in our hearts! 

{Perhaps refer to the spring cleaning that goes on during the Lenten season… we prepare our homes for the Easter festival because its time to blow away the cobwebs, clear out dark corners… there is a sense of new vigour!}

For Year 5/6:

{Perhaps you could refer to their new understanding of “dying to live” that in Lent they have all been trying to think of others first; not always wanting their needs to be satisfied immediately e.g. CAFOD Family Feast Day/Red Nose Day; visiting the prayer corner at lunch-time etc…. whatever you have discussed earlier; perhaps you have children’s “promises” for Lent on display or on pieces of paper in a basket or on a large (pussy-willow) branch in a tub}

Perhaps you could now light the white candle as you sing the final song 

e.g. Rejoice 2:66 vv. 4,5 
“Risen in Splendour”

      v4.  Lent’s a time for new beginnings,




death to our selfishness, sadness and greed.




Let there be born in us new hope and kindness,




then we’ll be ready for Easter indeed.

                             V5.  Jesus on the first Good Friday,




died to all bitterness, hate and despair,




only to rise in the splendour of Easter




to life eternal and gives us a share.







Words & Music:  Sr. Oswin

or 
Christ has died, alleluia, Christ is risen


Christ will come again, alleluia, alleluia

Our Songs, 393

or
Sing it in the Valleys



Our Songs 248 vv 4,5


Gathering


Together





The Word of God





Response to 


the Word





Going


Forth
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Together





The Word


of God





Response to the Word (1)





Response to the Word (2)





Going


Forth








