Act of Worship

“ENERGY”

Key Stage 1

“Jesus always keeps a promise!”
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Focal Point:
A kite/picture of kite/windmill






brightly coloured balloons






Cross






vibrant colours for drapes; brightly coloured flowers etc; 

candle






Bible opened at Acts 2:1-4






Any work done by the children on the topic “Energy” 






(plus mobiles of key words)

Leader: 
{Perhaps light the “Easter” candle}

Good morning everyone.  As we call to mind all the exciting events of this season (the time after Easter) we specially remember that Jesus promised to be with his friends always.  When we make the Sign of the Cross, think of Jesus’ words: “I will not leave you all alone” (and “wherever two or three are gathered together in my name, I am there with you”)

All:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

{Perhaps the children could sing Rejoice 1:76vv1,2  “What Energy”)
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Leader:  Can you think of times when you don’t want to do anything?  you may be tired, upset, scared that you will look silly… now quietly think of a time when you suddenly felt stronger, full of “go”, lots of energy… how did it affect you… what did you do?  It was the same for the friends of Jesus… so frightened and upset on Good Friday, bursting with happiness after Easter Sunday… then another piece of news!… Jesus was not going to stay with his friends much longer… Let us listen to the reading from the Acts of the Apostles, written by Luke (p84-85 God’s Story 2) Chapter 2:vv1-4.
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Reader:  

[image: image4.png]


After Jesus had gone back to his Father, his friends stayed together with Mary, Jesus’ Mother.  Peter was there and James and John and all the others.  They missed Jesus very much. They felt weary and lost.  They couldn’t get up and get on with their lives.  They didn’t know what to do. They talked about their time with Jesus, and wondered about his promise, “I will not leave you alone”. Then on Pentecost day everything changed.  It was as if they had been made new, recreated. They were different people. They were filled with life, joy, peace and happiness.  They knew that Jesus had kept his promise to send the Holy Spirit, who would be with them always.  They wanted to share this happiness and they got up straight away to go out to tell everyone.

Reader:  The Word of the Lord

All:
 Thanks be to God
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Leader:  Think quietly about how they talked about Jesus after he’d gone… they missed him… felt weary and lost… couldn’t get up and get on… but on Pentecost day something happened to change them… how did they feel now?…

We can’t touch Jesus any more; we can’t see him or hear him… but the signs of his presence are there (perhaps mention the balloons filled with our breath, floating above… the kite song “Flying My Kite”… how does it climb so high, swoop down low…?)

{As an introduction to the children’s prayers, listen to the Rejoice 1:75 sound effects}
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All:

Come, Holy Spirit (the promised one)

Child 1:
Fill us with your life

All:

Come, Holy Spirit (the promised one)

Child 2:
Fill us with your joy

All:

Come, Holy Spirit (the promised one)

Child 3:
Fill us with your peace

All:

Come, Holy Spirit (the promised one)

Child 4:
Fill us with your happiness… etc.

{Encourage the children to pray about the other ways that Jesus’ promise happened to them.}
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{Perhaps the children could sing a song/hymn to fit in with the last words of the Scripture reading:

“They wanted to share this happiness and they got up straight away to go out to tell everyone.”

Either:

“All Over the World” HON 26 or
Rejoice1:72 “Go Out!” or

Rejoice 1:76:vv4,5
Act of Worship

“ENERGY”

Key Stage 2

“Fired by the Spirit”





Focal Point:
Poster of the Holy Spirit (e.g. Turvey Abbey)






Cross






brightly coloured cloths/streamers






balloons






God’s Story p132 based on Acts 2:1-43






Any work done by children on the topic “Energy”



(the illustration on p133 could be projected on to a wall or 

whiteboard) * CD-ROM God’s Story
Leader:  Good morning everyone.  As we make the Sign of the Cross together we remember that the cross is always a sign of hope... Jesus, light in my darkest night… for the hope that you bring I will sing to you… {Rejoice2:67 vv1+2}

All:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

{Perhaps have these words on cards with their opposites}

Leader:  The word “cold” makes us think of ice, snow, stiff, shivering (perhaps you could ask the children to show how they react “bodily” to feeling cold!).  We talk about someone feeling “left out in the cold”… abandoned, ignored or again when a friend acts “cold” towards us or when we feel cold and miserable!

After the Ascension (when Jesus had gone away… back to his Father) the apostles missed Jesus… There was a “death like” stillness and silence inside them and around them.  Imagine how you might have felt… {pause for a moment}… was there even the faintest hope that it could change?


Leader: Listen to the account of what did happen on Pentecost Sunday

Reader:
The reading is taken from Acts Chapter 2

All:

Glory to you, Lord.

Reader:


Then on that Pentecost morning everything changed. The friends of Jesus knew all would be well.

They described the experience like this.  They said it was as if a strong, powerful wind had filled the whole house and as if tongues of fire had spread out and touched each one of them.  They felt alive as never before.  The warmth of God’s love circulated through and among them, so that they felt compelled to rush out and share their joy with the whole world and to witness to the Good News of Jesus.

Barriers between people seemed to be melting away, barriers of language disappeared, so that everyone understood and heard what he or she most needed to hear.  The love of God for people, was “like a flash of fire, a flame of YAHWEH Himself.”


Reader:  The Word of the Lord

All:
 Thanks be to God
Leader:  Sit quietly and relaxed, and picture the scene as though you were there… feel the coldness, the hopeless feeling inside of you melting away.  “The warmth of God’s love circulated through and among them…” think of the warm sun which brightens up a cloudy, dark, cold winter’s day.  Think of the words which show the energy filling the apostles… rush out… share their joy… witness… barriers of language melting away.

Litany of Praise

{As the children frame their responses to the Scripture quietly play “Veni, Sancte Spiritus” (Taize)}

{Perhaps a gesture with hands raised, inviting the Spirit to “come down”}

Child 1:
Come Holy Spirit…

All:

fill us with courage

Child 1:
Come Holy Spirit…

All:

help us to feel the warmth of
… 
your love








… 
your friendship








…
your strength

Child 1:
Come Holy Spirit…

All:

just as barriers of language melted away at Pentecost

Child 1:
Help us to…

All:

welcome other people different in their language
… customs

{These are prompts merely to help with some ideas}


Cut-out/colour in “tongues of fire”

{Perhaps you could use the words of Rejoice 2:78 to create a final prayer with children choosing their favourite words… phrases. The children could put a favourite word or phrase on the “cut-out” and bring it forward to the centre speaking their “prayer-words”}

Final Song:

Song:  


Rejoice 2:78 or HON 501: “Spirit of the Living God”
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Together





The Word 


of God





Response to the Word





Going


Forth
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