Act of Worship

“SPECIAL PLACES”

Foundation/Key Stage 1

“Let’s Party!”
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Focal Point:
1.    Candle or floating candles

2. A table with festive table cloths

3. Flowers

4. Plate of honey sandwiches
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Slices of different fruits

6. Ribbons, streamers etc

7. Home-made musical instruments

8. Globe/a picture of the world

9. God’s Story 1 p4-5 and God’s Story 2 p38 (Psalm 150)

10. Any work done on the topic by the children

Introduction:  as a link with the “Teddy Bears’ Picnic” theme so often used in Foundation/Reception years this celebration includes ideas of procession/pilgrimage, telling our story, reflecting on our place in God’s world, praise and thanks to God, walking back to the main part of the whole school.

{Children process with their Teddy Bears to the prepared space}.

Entrance:  {An appropriate song e.g. “Come Let Us Go up to the Mountain of the Lord…” CJM Music “And Again I Say Rejoice” or Rejoice1:25 “Off We Go”” or “Come and Go with Me” No.51 Our Songs}

Leader:
We have come to this “special place” in our school grounds/in our school where we know God is with us.  How do we know this?  Well, God said: “Where two or three are gathered together in my name… I am there with them.”
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Child 1: God made our beautiful world {pointing to the globe… picture of the globe on pp4-5 God’s   

             Story}.

Child 2: And God said: “Indeed it is very good!”

Child 3: God speaks to us in this special place… especially as we enjoy our picnic surrounded by… 

             trees… bushes… birds singing etc.

Child 4: Listen to what Isaiah longed for… a world that belongs to God.
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Leader: A reading from Isaiah 12:4-6

“The day will come when everyone will say “Praise God”; 

when everyone will know God by name;

when everyone will tell of God’s greatness all over the world;

when everyone will sing for joy because God is here with them.”
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Leader:  Imagine a special time you’ve had… a marvellous day with such fun… was it a lovely, sunny day? … did you enjoy all the games… the sounds… eating… drinking… delicious food… sharing with a sister, brother, friend… Isaiah is saying that at these precious moments when we’re really happy God is there loving us.  So we can call out God’s name and tell God that our world is a holy place… quietly think of those special moments… 

{Perhaps the children could sing Rejoice1:26 “My Place” which mentions the “active” and quiet times/places we all need!}

Leader:  Perhaps we could make up our own litany, praising and thanking God. {And some children could wave the ribbons and streamers in time to the rhythm of the lines; others could shake or beat instruments!}
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Leader:  Let’s give our God joyful praise!

Child 1:
  Praise God in God’s holy place.

All:
  
Praise God!

Child 2:
  Praise God in the highest heavens!

All:
  
Praise God!

Child 3:
  Praise God’s greatness and power!

All:
  
Praise God!

Child 4:
  Praise God with the beating of the drums!

All:
 
 Praise God!

{Perhaps the children could suggest some other “musical instruments” that they could Praise God with.}

Finally:
Let everything that breathes praise God!


{God’s Story p.38}
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{Make a link between the story of the Teddy Bears’ picnic and the way we celebrate our belonging together}

Final Prayer:



God, our Father,

you give us your World

let us give it your love.

Jesus,

you gave us your love

let us love one another.

Spirit of God

fill our hearts and minds

with the sunshine of Jesus’ Word.

Song:  {Teddy Bears’ picnic or another appropriate song}
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Act of Worship

Key Stage 2

 “Special Places”

                         Focal  Covered table and candle                                              

                           point: *Bible (open at Matthew18: 19 – 20)    

                                      *Pictures of world-famous places (Pyramids, Grand Canyon, etc)    

                                      *Map of the Holy Land (Copymaster B –enlarged)

                                      *Pictures  of places of pilgrimage (Holy Land/Rome / others)     

                                      *Pictures of local places of worship (not just Catholic)     

                                      *Banner (or long paper strip) displaying the words of Matt  18: 20

*These may be carried in by children to build up the prayer focus area, and can be examples of the work researched in class.

Leader; Welcome to our special gathering place. As we make the Sign of the Cross together, let us remember the words, written in the Gospel of St. Matthew, which Jesus spoke to his friends. “For where two or three come together in my name, I am there with them.”

All: “In the name of the Father,………………………”

(The Bible and banner can be carried forward and put in place.)

Leader: Now let’s sing our opening hymn in which we celebrate our own “Special Places”. As we do so pictures will be carried in which remind us of the special places we have learned about in our neighbourhood - and those which are special to people all over the world.    

(Rejoice 2: 28 – “My Special Places” or other appropriate song)
Leader: There are some places in the world, which are even more special than these world-famous views……… There are places such as Rome, where the Pope lives, and elsewhere (Lourdes, Fatima, etc) which are considered to be special, because of the holy people who lived there, or because of events that took place there. Then there are the places in Israel / Palestine, which are considered to be very holy, because they are mentioned in the Bible when Jesus visited them. (Add the map and appropriate photographs.) 

These places are considered to be so holy that people travel from all over the world to visit them. We call them “places of pilgrimage”, and the people who travel to visit them are known as “pilgrims.” 

Reader: Even at the time of Jesus, there were special places which people considered to be very holy, such as the city of Jerusalem, where the great Jewish Temple stood. From the time he was very young, Jesus himself was taken there by his parents,. This meant a journey of about 70 miles each way, on foot and donkey, for Mary, Joseph and Jesus.  

When he was grown-up, Jesus also visited Jerusalem with his friends – and it was there that he was crucified. But less than a week before, when he and his friends had travelled to Jerusalem to celebrate the great Jewish feast of the Passover, he had been greeted as a king.

                        Reader: A reading from the Gospel of St. Matthew 21; 1-3; 6-9

                                      As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came first to  

                                      Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives. There Jesus sent two of his friends ahead with these instructions: “Go to the village there ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied up with her colt beside her. Untie them and bring them to me. And if anyone says anything, tell him, ‘The Master needs them;’ and then he will let them go at once.”

So the disciples went and did what Jesus had told them to do: they brought the donkey and the colt, threw their cloaks over them, and Jesus got on. A large crowd of people spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds walking in front of Jesus, and those walking behind, began to shout, "Praise to David’s son!  God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord!   Praise God!      

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God.

(Play quiet reflective music)

                            Leader: There is another “Special Place”. One deep within our own heart,                           

                                         where we can go to be with, or speak to God. Now sit quietly, in a  

                                         comfortable position. As you listen to the music, imagine that you are one of Jesus’ friends, who is there with him on his triumphal arrival in Jerusalem. You feel as if you are in a bubble of silence; cut off from the group of Jesus and your other friends; amazed at the way he is being welcomed by the cheering people. The crowd jostles and swirls around you, but none of them can touch you, as you marvel at the wonderful reception Jesus receives. But you sense that a shadow has fallen over the event; you know that Jerusalem and its people are not going to stay as welcoming as they are now. How can you tell Jesus? How can you warn him? How can you say that you are sorry, for not always being what he wants you to be? Speak to him in your special place. What does he reply?

(Period of quiet reflection)

Leader: Let us join together and repeat the response: “Let me value your special place.”
              (The words can be displayed using a projector and appropriate pictures.)

Reader: In the way in which I treat your earth. Response
Reader: In the way in which I respect holy places. Response

Reader: In the way in which we gather together as your friends. Response

Reader: In the time I give to speak and listen to you. Response


                      Before we leave this special place, where Jesus has surely been with us, make 

                      a silent promise to  set aside time each day to visit your special place to speak 

                      with God.                                    

Leader: Now let’s sing together a hymn to remind us that 

God’s Holy Spirit makes every place a “Special Place”.

Final hymn: “All Over the World”  - H O&N (26)

                or “A World to Share”  - Rejoice 2 (27)         
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