Materials adapted from Archdiocese of Cardiff

‘Initiation’
Year 1
Revelation (Relate)
Suggested activities 

· Baptism- role play using symbols of Baptism
· Visit church to look at font etc.
· Invite the Parish Priest in to school to re-enact a Baptism
· Decorate Baptismal candle

· Outdoor- decorate candle using double-sided sticky tape and leaves etc.

· Write class/group/individual prayers

· Children to bring in photographs of their Baptism

· Invite parents in to school to talk about their child’s Baptism or make a Baptism book

· Make clay bowl/pot to use as a font

· Plan a party to celebrate a Baptism

· Use the internet to find pictures of Baptisms and symbols

· Draw symbols of Baptism
· Learn hymns

· Listen to readings from the Bible that are used during a Baptism
‘Initiation’
Year 2

Revelation (Relate)

Suggested activities
· Read and discuss Welcome! HIA p.188 and answer key questions.

· Invite priest into school for a ‘mock’ baptism.
· Learn the significance of the artefacts used at a baptism eg. White garment means a new start as they begin life in the Church family.

· Read Church’s Story 2 p. 32- 37 (or watch DVD) – The church family welcomes a new baby.

· Bring into school artefacts from their own baptism (possible video/DVD) for display.

· Find out who their godparents are and make them a thank you card (if some children have not been baptised ask them who they would like to be their godparents).

· Welcome - find out in how many languages they can find the word welcome.

· Decorate candles – link to Baptismal Candle/ Easter Candle.

· Water is essential to Baptism and to life, discuss ways of saving water

· See further activities on p.189 HIA.

· A baby who is now baptised is a member of the church family; make the baby a rule book of what they think this means.

· Explore the word Christian – what does it mean to the children.   

Initiation 

Year 3 and 4

Recognise, Reflect, Respect

	Children to be invited to come to school wearing their own club clothes/uniform (for those not yet belonging to a club, one they would like to join). Children to be lead into discussion based around rules, promises and initiation. 


	Think about a group you have joined e.g. Brownies, Football, our class etc. What form of enrolment was used? What promises are made? Describe the ceremony/first day and draw a picture of yourself.

Children to make a badge showing the club they belong to. Wear for them for a day and keep for children to add to display during respect session.



	In talk groups reflect on responsibilities of being part of a group. Think pair & share.

Reflect upon a time when belonging to a group was easy and a time when it was difficult.


	Investigate how other people know you belong to that group e.g. name, symbols, uniform, actions and trophies etc. 

	Provide groups with scenario cards to act out and discuss about the importance of following club rules and being a responsible club member.

“A member does not turn up for an important match and leaves the team a player short”

“The music group are playing for an assembly and one member does not practise.”


	Our class is a group. What are our class rules? Which rule is hardest to keep? Why? What rule would you like to add to the list?

Diamond rank rules from the most difficult to keep to the easiest and explain why.



	Prayer time

Think of a group you belong to or would like to join. What is/ would be good about it? What rules/promises are difficult to keep? I like… It’s hard to…

Joining a group means promising to do certain things in a certain way. What promises have you made in the group? In my group…

Write out one promise or rule you would like to try to keep. Place it round the lighted candle. I’m glad I belong to … I’ll try to…


	

	Focused activity/assessment opportunity: 








Revelation  Relate

Q 1: What promises are made in the sacraments of baptism and confirmation?

 (Choose sufficient activities to prepare for the focused activity)
Use in conjunction with the Here I Am file p263-265.

Ensure to cover:

· The promises at Baptism

· Helen’s Confirmation
	Using Church’s Story 3 or photographs to explain Baptism is Sacrament of Initiation. 

Invite Parish Priest to explain the promises made.

	Read page 264 Promises to keep, Discuss the key questions What promises did Lesley and Scott make to each other when they got married?  What promise were they told to make when Peter was baptised? How did Father Bob want people to help Peter? What do you think it means to “walk as a child of the light”?

H/A Describe the sequence of events in a cartoon strip with words and pictures

L/A Re-enact the story making sure all the characters in the story and the words spoken are correct. 



	page 264-265   Promises at Baptism when a child is older. What does the child promise?

Write out the promise in your own words, how might you live out that promise in your life?
	How do we live as children of the light? What guidance does Jesus give?

Record your research into modern lives of friends of Christ  - display Walk as a child of the light

	Research through God’s Story p40-43, internet or homework activity the celebration of Baptism focussing on the links between the signs and symbols of the Sacrament to the call to a new way of life. 


	Children to choose how to present the results of their research e.g. brochure, art work, matching activity, fact-file power point etc.  Work to reflect links between signs and symbols of Baptism with an invitation from God and who accepts it. 



	Explain promises of Confirmation (key questions Here I Am p265, Church’s Story p44-49). Draw out links with Baptism.

Compare and contrast Baptism and Confirmation – Venn diagram, Double Bubble map, table format. 

Use Church’s story for what you see, hear, do…..
	Children to make their own acceptance of God’s invitation to a new way of life by professing their faith (Here I Am p265).

Children make their promises of how they will lead their life making scrolls, badges, pledges, mission statements etc.



	Focused activity/assessment opportunity: show how the promises made during Baptism and Confirmation help us to respond to God’s call to lead a new way of life?





Initiation

Year 5 and 6

Recognise/ Reflect/ Respect

Q: How is an initiation a beginning and why should promises be renewed?

Read Here I Am file p262 and p263 before choosing activities:

	Read the story on p262 – Margaret Buntings singing school. Answer the key questions: Why do you think Lisa and Corina were interested in the singing school? How were they initiated? What did Natalie and Lisa have to do to stay in the choir? Do you think Corina ever got into the choir?
	Snow ball challenge – Give each group a large sheet of paper with the different headings: ‘How to Join’, ‘Promises’ Rules’ ‘Feelings’, ‘Enjoyment’. Children to think about clubs they belong to and add ideas to each heading. After 5 minutes swap sheets. Feedback when each group have had a chance to answer each heading. 

	Give the children a selection of rules/ promises for different clubs (this may come from the snowball challenge or may need to be written in advance)

What are the similarities between the promises?

Any key words e.g. I promise to.. I will… I commit to…

Children to write their own promise/ rules for a club of their choice. 
	Look at a range of ceremonies where you have to renew your promises e.g. when new member join. Why is this important? 

Create a multi-flow map/ cause and effect diagram to identify the reasons why should renew a promise and the effect this would/ wouldn’t have. 

	Focused activity/assessment opportunity: 

 




REVELATION (Relate)

Q: What happens at the Sacrament of Confirmation and why?

Why do Christians renew their baptismal promises at Confirmation and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit?
	Flow-map/ sequence what happens during the Sacrament of Confirmation (Use Church’s Story 3, p. 44-49)
	Produce a cartoon, picture or drama of the key elements of the Baptismal promises (See Appendix 1)

	Make a ‘photo card’ of an element of the Sacrament of Confirmation – ensuring to include the renewal of baptismal promises - (words/pictures and use to play the BINGO game (next activity) or make into a comic strip in groups of what happens at Confirmation.


	BINGO – On a piece of paper/whiteboard write the parts of Confirmation. Ask a child to pick out a picture/photo card/text of an element of the celebration and ask the child to describe/ explain that element. Mark off on paper/whiteboard.

	Use Copy master A p268. Read through what people promise to reject/ turn away from. In groups illustrate the Baptismal promises through drawing, painting, drama or mime. 
	Read The Bishop’s prayer at the laying on of hands on Copy master A p268. Create a circle map/ thought shower of gifts the Holy Spirit gives.

LA – Choose one or two of the gifts and draw/ write about a time when you would need it in your life e.g. courage or wisdom. 

HA – Use a dictionary to give definitions of the gifts and an example of when you would need that gift.

	Read Here I Am file p265 – The Easter Vigil

What is the Easter Vigil? What was special about this year? Who made promises and why?
	Produce a PowerPoint/ Booklet for a child who would like to make their Confirmation, giving them details about what happens and why it is important.

	Route A: 

Read the Intercessions of Confirmation on Copy master B p269.

Freeze frame ways in which we can

…give witness to Christ by lives built on faith and love

…follow the way of Jesus Christ…

…grow in unity of faith and love….

Take photo and write a quote/ sentence from the intercessions to create a display. 
	Read Isaiah 11:1-4 Copy master B P269. God’s Story 3, p. 60

Draw a picture of a Jesse tree and along each branch write a description of what the Messiah

e.g. you will judge the poor fairly. 

	Route B:

Read the blessings on p270.

Identify key words and themes.

Children to write their own blessings incorporating these ideas. 
	Split the class in half and give each half a reading from Copy master C. Give the groups the key questions from Here I Am file p266.

In an outline of a person use the readings to fill in the outline with characteristics of a person who has received the Holy Spirit in Confirmation. 

	
Ladder to Success 





Children describe groups they belong to and show understanding of the significance of the promises and rules that they have made in life. (AT 1 (ii) Level 4) 











Children describe groups they belong to and give reasons to explain some promises or rules that are important for them (AT 1 (ii) Level 3) 








Children describe groups they belong to, the people who help them to belong and that when you join a new group there is a lot to learn. (AT 1 (ii) Level 2) 








Name and draw a group they belong to (including their class) and how they were welcomed (AT 1 (ii) Level 1) 





Children write a letter of advice to someone who is thinking about becoming a Christian. Advise the person by telling them about the promises made at Baptism and Confirmation showing understanding of the significance of the promises made. (AT 1 (ii) Level 4) 








Children write a letter of advice to someone who is thinking about becoming a Christian. Advise the person by telling them about the promises made at Baptism and give reasons to explain the promises made at Baptism as the call to a new way of life. (AT 1 (ii) Level 3a) 





Children write a letter of advice to someone who is thinking about becoming a Christian. Advise the person by describing what happens at Baptism and that it is a beginning of life in the Church family (AT 1 (ii) Level 2) 





Create a club for the children in your class. Include the headings:


What you need to do to join


The promises and rules you make in order to stay a member


Ways you will enjoy being a member of the club


How you remain a member in the future


Children show understanding that initiation is a beginning and that promises can be renewed. (AT 1 (ii) Level 4)








Children create a club for the children in your class. Include the headings:


What you need to do to join


The promises and rules you make in order to stay a member


Ways you will enjoy being a member of the club


Children explain why you need to make promises and rules. (AT1 (ii) Level 3) 








Children create a club for the children in the class and describe what you need to join and the promises and rules you need to make in order to stay a member.


(AT1 (ii) Level 2)








Children recognise what clubs they belong to (AT 1 (ii) Level 1) 





Focused activity:





Design a booklet for a child who wishes to make their confirmation. Give the children the headings:


What happens at Confirmation


Why we renew our Baptismal Promises


What gifts does the laying on of hands describe


What is said in the Intercessions


What the readings and prayers tell us about receiving the Holy Spirit


How people use the gifts of the Holy Spirit in their lives





In their booklet the children describe and explain the prayers and readings of the celebration to describe the support for those who are confirmed that comes from the Holy Spirit and the Church. (AT 1 (ii) Level 5)








In their booklet the children show understanding of the renewal of baptismal promises at Confirmation and why this is important and they show understanding of the significance of the laying on of hands and anointing with the oil of chrism. (AT 1 (ii) Level 4a)








In their booklet the children show understanding that Baptism is an initiation and that, at Confirmation, Christians renew their baptismal promises and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (AT 1 (ii) Level 4b)





Design a booklet for a child who wishes to make their confirmation describing what happens at Confirmation and giving reasons to explain why we renew our Baptismal Promises ( AT 1 (ii) Level 3) 





Design a booklet for a child who wishes to make their confirmation describing what happens at Confirmation (AT 1 (ii) Level 2)





Design a booklet of words and pictures recognising what happens at Confirmation (AT1 (ii) Level 1) 
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