Act of Worship

“INITIATION”

Key Stage 1

“Welcome, new child of God”
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Focal Point:
a class photo or several group photos






Symbols of Baptism e.g. doll, white garment, bowl of water






Christ – candle






cross






possibly photos of children’s Baptism






God’s Story 2 p.87 (Colossians 3:10-17)

Perhaps the children could begin by singing together Rejoice One 33 ‘New Children’. (If the children are new to the school this term perhaps you could explain how the older children would help them to feel welcome).

Leader:
Good morning children. We’re going to think about all the ways we show other people that they’re welcome… and specially the new children in our school. How would you show them… think quietly for a moment… some children stand by themselves… or don’t smile…
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{Perhaps you could ask the youngest children to remember how they felt at first and what helped them to feel that they belonged}

Leader:
Now as we light the candle let us really smile at each other and remind ourselves that Jesus is with us… he wants us to welcome everyone here.
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Leader:  We are now going to listen very carefully to the word of God. It shows us how 

           to help everyone feel welcome. And let us sing “alleluia” and stand up to 

               welcome the word of God.

All children:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Reader:
A reading from the letter of Paul (to the Colossians)

N/R
}
“You are created by God, to be like God.


}
You are God’s people, his saints. God loves you.
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}
… the important thing is that you are God’s children.

Y1/
}
So love one another, help one another


}
be at peace with one another


}
and let the love of Jesus 


}
fill your hearts and minds

Reader:
The word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God
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Leader:
Just sit and think quietly for a moment… we are God’s children…

he loves us… be at peace with each other… let Jesus’ love fill your hearts and minds…

Now (open your eyes and…) look at the table with the photos of some of you as babies dressed in a white garment (dress) when you were baptised. 

{Perhaps you could invite those children to talk about their memories of Baptism day, emphasising the idea of being welcomed to the church community}.
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Leader:
So we see that at Baptism Christians are signed with the sign of the cross and baptised with water in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit… these are all signs belonging to Jesus’ family.

Today we make the sign of the cross with water as a way of remembering that special day. 

{Allow time for this important ritual and perhaps play Rejoice One 34 ‘Share a Joyful Song’ – change “body” in verse 2 to “family”}
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Act of Worship

“INITIATION”

Key Stage 2


                     Focal Point: 
White cloth

                                            

Candle

                                             

Badges (or symbols of membership of clubs / organisations)

                                             

Small bowl of water

                                             
Small bottle of oil

                                             

Clay – clay pot

                                             

Cards with “I promise…” and “I believe…”
(Power- point text or pictures can be used  at appropriate parts of the liturgy)

Opening hymn: “Love is his word” (or similar)

While this is being sung, several children can place lighted candles around / among the symbols on the prayer focus.
Leader: Welcome, everyone to our celebration. Here we see symbols of groups into which some 

of us have been initiated. When we join any of these groups we are asked to promise to 

obey the rules of that group. There are also symbols of the Church’s sacraments of initiation. 

Many of you will have been initiated into the Christian faith through the Sacrament of 

Baptism - which is represented by the symbols of the candle, water, white cloth and oil. 

(Others will have been initiated into their own faith – where other symbols will represent 

their initiation and the promises that were made). 

Usually parents choose to act for their children when they ask for them to be baptised, 

and make certain promises on their behalf. Older children then choose whether to receive the sacrament of adult initiation – Confirmation, and make their own promises. The clay and clay 

pot are here to remind us of the words of a bishop, “ Baptism water softens the clay for moulding. Confirmation fire hardens and strengthens the pottery.”  

Now let us listen to what being initiated into the Christian faith requires of us.
                Reader: 

We are now going to hear about how those people who decided to be followers of Jesus behaved to the members of their group and to others. While we listen to these words, let us think about whether we live our lives in the same way.
A reading based on the Acts of the Apostles 2:42 – 47; 32 –37

Many people joined the community of the friends of Jesus. They lived every day as they were taught. They lived like members of one big family. They ate together sharing bread and wine, as Jesus had done at the Last Supper. They prayed together often. Everyone was amazed at the life they lived. The apostles did wonderful work among the people.

The community of friends shared everything with one another. They sold everything 

they owned and shared out the money so that each person had what they needed.

Every day they went together to the Temple. Every day they met in their houses to 

“break bread” together. They happily shared their food together, praising God with joy. 

People were very impressed with the way they lived. Day by day, more people joined them.

They were totally together as a group. No one kept anything they owned just for themselves. Everything was shared. The close friends of Jesus continued to tell people of Jesus’ new life and everyone treated them with great respect.
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No one ever had to go without. Those who owned land or 

houses would even sell them and bring the money to the group. 

The apostles would then give it to those who needed it.

This is the Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Leader: Let us think quietly of how those followers of Jesus showed love for God and for each other. These are the promises that we are asked to make in our sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. We may not be able to show our love for each other in the same ways – but let’s think about some ways in which we can do it.

Silent pause

Inspired by the words of St Paul, who knew that it is not always easy to be loving, let us ask God to help us to keep our promises by sending the Holy Spirit to support us.
Reader: The response is “Lord, help me to show love.” 

                        


Reader: When I am impatient or unkind.

R 

                                               
Reader: When I am jealous.                         

R

                 

Reader: When I am boastful or conceited.                
R         

                            

Reader: When I am rude or selfish.                             R
                    

Reader: When I take offence or am resentful.        
 R
Reader: When I tell lies or gossip about others.        
 R
Reader: Let us take (join) hands to show that we are friends with one another as Jesus asked us to be. Then say together the prayer that Jesus gave us, which we repeat in all of our sacraments . “Our Father…”


    Leader: Before we sing our closing hymn, let us remember how God shaped 

                           us in Baptism as people who loved both Him and one another. Let us               

                           now make a silent promise to try to do this always in our daily lives.

Final hymn: “Abba, Father”  (or similar)              
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