Foundation Stage Teaching Strategies

Good & Evil

Recognise, reflect, respect

Suggested activities

· Read/watch stories with obvious ‘good’ and ‘bad’ characters. Eg ‘Little Red Riding Hood’, ‘Cinderella’, other fairytales- What makes the characters good/bad? Sort the characters giving reasons. 

· Role play the stories- provide masks and props to use.   

· Circle-time- use emotion cards to discuss how they feel, share times when they were happy, sad, angry, calm etc. 

· Sort photographs of scenarios into good/bad, happy/sad.  

· Use puppets to tell stories (like those on HIA p148-149) of situations involving good/bad, happy/sad times. Ask the children’s advice- how can we make things better? 

· Make a secret ‘worry/sad box’ where children can place their worries and things that make them sad. Place in prayer area.  Look at the worries/feelings daily with the children to work out ways of making that person feel better. If no worries are placed in the box write a few for discussion with the children to get them started. 

· Put together a ‘happy box’- to make children feel better. Include favourite stories, songs, toys, pictures etc. Children can add things to this as they occur.  
· Play matching games- matching emotions cards to photographs or pictures of scenarios eg birthday party. 

· Create a feelings wall for the children to use and place themselves in appropriate place for that day/part of the day.

· Make a memory book or board of happy and sad times in the children’s lives. Illustrate, add photos and captions.

· Read stories such as- ‘Dogger’ by Shirley Hughes

‘Albert Le Blanc’ by Nick Butterworth

‘Badger’s Parting Gift’ by Susan Varley

‘Would You Rather’ by John Burningham

‘I Feel Happy’, ‘I Feel Sad’ by Marcia Leonard

‘The Good Stranger’ by Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen

Discuss good and bad things that happy in each and how people felt.

· Make a feelings collage using faces from magazines, newspapers etc. happy, sad, angry etc. 

· Sing songs – ‘If you’re happy and you know it’ 

· Colours. Look at colours and how they reflect or provoke emotions. Sort fabrics into bright, dull, shiny etc how do they make you feel? Do they remind you of anything?

Paint pictures using happy, sad, angry, calm colours.

Make collages using mood colours. 

· Music- listen to happy, sad, calming, angry music. How does it make you feel? Think about speed, pitch, words etc.

· Voices- think about how voices change with emotion- record children’s using different voices.  

· ICT- use cameras to take photographs of happy times in school. Make a class power point/slideshow/book to show these times. Add children’s photos, pictures, comments, voices or singing to accompany pictures. 

· Write a class litany of thanks- For the times when _____. Thank you God.

Relate

Suggested activities

· Read the ‘Good Stranger’ by Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen. Or use the story of the Good Samaritan online http://bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php discuss with the children how they can help others.

· Read ‘Let Your Goodness Shine Out’ (HIA p150) what can you do to help people every day in home or in school?

· Make a list of people we could help in school and at home and how we could make them happy.

· Make a Lenten promise book with a ways to help these people.

· Look at the liturgical colour purple. 

· Make a flower promise to give to someone e.g. Mum, I promise to tidy my room etc. Handprint bunch of lilies- on www.apples4theteacher.com     

· Go on a spring walk to collect items for an Easter garden and Lenten promises. Flowers, twigs, leaves, branches with buds.
· Plant grass seed and flowers in tough spot tray or activity tray to make an indoor Easter garden. Use tyres or planters to grow grass and plants outside. 
· Forest school- use twigs and string to make simple crosses to add to the prayer garden. Use flowers and leaves to decorate. 
· Go on a spring walk to collect branches with buds in a vase to look like a spring tree- make- tissue paper flowers, paper leaves, laminated leaves, paper flowers etc to be added each time a child makes someone happy. 
· Make a special outdoor prayer area. Find a quiet spot in the outdoor area- use flowers, plants, logs and stones to make an Easter garden. Place a cross in the centre of this.
· Make spring garlands to hang around the prayer area using natural materials found on spring walk. 
· Make and eat hot crossed buns with the children. Read the story of Good Friday to the children at this time.
· Place Easter story books in prayer areas within the Easter garden.

· Use Easter story picture books to share the story with the children. Read the part of the story separately acting out the events with the children. (see God’s story 1 p34-35 to refer to Jesus dies and Church’s story1 p38-45- notes p55)

· Use interactive version of story- http://www.dltkbible.com/guides/easter-index.htm 

· Provide dressing up costumes and props to re-enact they story. Children could help to make props such as large palm leaves (collect sticks and leaves outside), bowls and chalices (from clay) etc.

· Discuss how the friends of Jesus would have felt at each point in the story. 

· Make a simple picture book of events of Holy Week- using children’s work, photographs and captions.  

· Make bread with the children for them to share when hearing or listening to the story of the Last Supper.

· Ask the children to photograph/film their role play. 

· Craft ideas- crosses- decorate crosses with jewels, buttons, beads, fabric etc. Clay crosses- inlaid with jewels, impressed with stamps, decorated with patterns. Lollipop stick crosses- decorated with pens, sequins, ribbons. Make a decorated clay stand for the cross.  

· Make a stained glass cross or image using laminated tissue paper or cellophane. 

· Use bright happy colours as background for silhouette hill, cross.  

· Sequence the events of Holy Week with the children.

· Use children’s photographs/pictures to make a slideshow/PowerPoint. Perhaps add children’s commentary/singing to it. As online http://www.refuel.org.uk/projects/ks1_topics/easter/index.html 

· Make Easter cards and gifts. Plant bulbs, flowers to show new life.

· Sing songs- ‘Hot Cross Buns’, ‘Colours of Day’, ‘Alleluia’

· Write ‘Thank You’ prayers for the joy of Easter. Place these in and around the Easter garden.

Other books:

Children’s bedtime stories by Gordon Dioxide

Kevin the Very Old Rabbit

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day and other Stories and Poems by Judith Viorst and Ray Cruz (Illustrator) 

Fairytales – Goldilocks, Cinderella, Snow White, Three Little Pigs, Little Red Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk (www.philpearce.co.uk/ladybirds)
