Foundation Stage Teaching & Learning

Treasures

Recognise, reflect, respect
· Bring in selection of items that are special to you in a decorated box. Share the items with the children.

· Provide shoe boxes for the children to decorate - wrapping paper, paint, sequins etc to make a special box. Ask the children to fill it with their personal treasures - photos, gifts, cards, pictures, baby clothes etc. 

· Have a class treasure chest where each child places one special item to keep in school. Each day, ask a child to present their treasure and talk about. 

· Match treasures to children using pictures and name cards. 

· Mystery bags - place a selection of treasures in a feely bag: can we guess who they belong to? Who might this be special to and why?

· Display treasures with captions written by the children. ‘I treasure this because....’ 

· Make up treasure bags for characters from stories with little clues to support e.g. a glass slipper, a beautiful dress, a magic wand etc. 

· Use a box of treasures to play memory games - take one item away. What’s missing? 

· Have a hot seat where children ask questions of each other about their special treasure. 

· Go on a treasure hunt around the school collecting a special treasure from each member of staff. Can we remember whose was whose and why they were special?

· Make clay pots to keep small treasures in. 

· Treasure hunt – follow clues to find treasure.
· Make treasure maps, to follow and find treasure.

· Use programmable toys, Beebot, Roamer to direct to treasure

· Make a time capsule of special things from the class to bury

· Draw maps and plans to show where things are hidden: can your friends find them?

· Discuss how a treasure can be anything - it might not seem much to others but it is special to you. 

· Make bird watching hide- provide binoculars to watch the birds- draw different birds seen.

· In preparation for the relate element: Forest school activities - Sticky pictures- use strips of double sided tape on paper - collect natural objects, leaves, flowers, twigs, grass etc to stick on. Journey sticks – use a stick and coloured thread to wrap around the stick to represent things seen. Use to retell the journey and what was seen on return. Nature necklace - collect a variety of natural objects to be threaded on to string as a necklace.

Headbands- use strips of card as headbands, use stapler, sellotape or double sided tape to attach leaves, flowers etc.

Colour walks- colour a strip of card to represent different colours seen on walk.

Natural pictures – use natural resources to create a picture- arrange stones to make a snail etc.

Make picture frames from twigs and string- place around pictures and photographs.

Collect items and arrange into laminating pouch. Laminate and place on windows.   
Relate

· Read ‘God’s World’ (Here I Am p. 172) and discuss key questions. What did David look at in his gardens? Who made this beautiful world? What do you like to look at in the garden? Draw/paint pictures.

· Create a small garden area with natural objects- pebbles, logs, twigs, shells, flowers and plants etc. Use as an outdoor prayer area. Add baskets and cushions for the children to sit outside and enjoy in prayerful reflection God’s creation. (wicker pet beds make good, cheap outdoor seats with a comfy cushion)

· Create outdoor signs to encourage spontaneous prayer ,e.g., ‘thank you God for . . . ‘ ‘We praise you God for . . . ‘ 

· Make a class frieze of God’s creation adding paintings from each child and captions. 

· Use Psalm 50:10-11 (Here I Am p. 172) to discuss what God wants us to do – ‘when you see them, think of me.’ Children illustrate each part of the poem and add captions. Use simple story telling package or PowerPoint to add pictures and voice clips of the children saying the poem. Add additional lines to the poem about what treasures they have seen. Use the same response. These could be added to the power point to involve every child.

· Look at nature books and photographs. Place these in prayer areas inside and outside. 

· Sort things into natural (God’s creations) and man-made.  

· Go on a ‘wonder walk’ to look at God’s creation. Go at different times of the day in different weathers to see if things look different. 

· Discuss the weather - God’s creation - try to count the rain drops - link to Ben Sirah’s prayer (Ecclesiasticus 1:1-3, 10): Here I Am p. 173. Look at shapes made by the rain, how does the rain help us? Use the sand tray, tubs of sand or a little dish of sand: look at the sand and feel it; let is run through your hands, see the tiny grains, can anyone tell you how many grains there are? Could anyone count them? 
· Write another verse for the prayer of Ben Sirah from observations outside, e.g., God is very wise, God made . . . e.g., blades of grass. Can you count them all? God can. 

· ‘I wonder’ board – things to find out.

· Use digital camera to record God’s creations on the walk. 

Books

‘Dogger’ by Shirley Hughes

              
‘The Treasure Hunt’ (tales from Percy’s Park) by Nick Butterworth

‘The Little book of treasure boxes: collections for exploration and investigation’.  Sally Featherstone and Linda Thornton
Songs –
 ‘All things bright and beautiful’

            
 
‘If I were a butterfly’



‘The rain song’



‘Water of life’



‘Have you seen the raindrops?’

