Foundation Stage Teaching & Learning

Messengers/Witnesses

 Adapted from Archdiocese of Cardiff Education Service 

Recognise, reflect, respect

Sit in a circle and play Chinese whispers; pass on a message 

Show photos of people who work in school and match them to a message, ‘Who would say that/this?’ (‘John won’t be in school today – he’s unwell’ (school secretary))

Give the children opportunities to carry and receive messages to other children and adults

Appoint Class Messengers – messengers wear a special badge

Write a message to a friend, family member etc

Message in a bottle

Different ways of sending messages: writing a letter or cards, telephoning, emailing, texting, speaking; children to record messages in different ways. 

Set up telephone in home corner: office/doctors etc in order to receive and send messages; record messages to be passed on

Class message board (weather news, menu from the kitchen, list of expected visitors)

Visits from school messengers, e.g., school council members, eco-committee member to report actions following meetings

Sort happy/sad messages – thinking maps 

Message Books

Postman Pat: A Runway Special Delivery, A precious delivery, A Bouncy Special delivery, What is my job? All by John Cunliffe

Song ‘Message in a Bottle’

Relate

Suggested activities

Make own Easter candle - white or gold

Write a simple Easter message on a flower/leaf. Display on a message tree the Easter message (the Good News): Jesus is alive. God has given Jesus new life. Everyone is happy. Alleluia! Alleluia! Church’s Story 1, p. 44-45 (notes p. 56)

Make Easter cards

Prayer focus/Easter Garden: children to collect items, e.g., flowers from the outdoor area, Easter cards, eggs, placed around a cross (not a crucifix) and prepare the focus, e.g., drape a white cloth to represent ‘Jesus is risen’. Use prayer focus for individual and group prayerful reflection. Play quiet, reflective music. Use suggested prayers from Here I Am NR, p. 161 and use the repeated prayer phrase: ‘Come Holy Spirit’. 

Collage the word “ALLELUIA” (this means ‘Praise the Lord (Hebrew)’) - hide letters outside and go on ‘a hunt’ 
Illustrate special ways in which we celebrate Easter – sending cards, giving Easter eggs, have special Easter Sunday meal and going to church

Role play going to church on Easter Sunday 
Songs from Rejoice 1 ‘It’s Gods Day’ 78 ‘An Alleluia Song’ 16 (see also Here I Am NR, p. 283)

Play ‘Jesus is alive’ game Here I Am NR, p. 161

Use feeling faces/masks during Circle Time to show how the friends of Jesus felt about what happened. Use feeling faces/masks to discuss how the friends of Jesus felt when Jesus went back to his Father (Ascension)

Make a ‘circle map’ of the different ways we have celebrated Easter (use photos, objects, etc)

Easter Egg Hunt outside - looking for message written on the egg - Jesus is alive, the Holy Spirit is our friend, God loves everyone, happiness, joy, etc

Act out the emotions of Mary and Jesus’ friends – freeze frame (sadness, fear, happiness, excitement)

Act out the story of Pentecost Day- use streamers for fire and percussion instruments for wind. Jesus promised to send a Helper John 14:18,15 God’s Story 2, p. 81 (notes p. 100) The Feast of Pentecost: the coming of the Holy Spirit Acts 2:1-4 God’s Story 1, p. 36-37 (notes p. 50). Peter’s message: ‘Let’s tell the good news that Jesus is alive.’ Church’s Story 1, p. 46-47 (notes p. 56)

Draw Peter with a speech bubble - what was his message to the crowd?

Have a class Pentecost birthday party - the Church celebrates Pentecost as its birthday (The Church began its mission of spreading the Good News about Jesus at Pentecost) 

‘Thinking hats’, ‘red hat’ thinking- how do you think the disciples and the crowd is feeling?

‘Hot seat’ a disciple: e.g., how did he feel before and after the resurrection of Jesus?

Flames of fire head bands - collage. God’s Story 1, page 47

Make spirals or twirlers in flame colours and hang outside to remind children that although we cannot always se the Holy Spirit, she is always with us.

