FOUNDATION STAGE 

STEPPING STONES & FS PROFILE – RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

ASSESSMENT GUIDANCE

Important: please read

The Foundation Stage CD-ROM of The Way, the Truth & the Life (WTL) programme has two suggested formats for the planning and assessment of each topic. There is the ‘Stepping Stone’ grid, which is a tool for planning, and what is called the ‘Foundation Stage Profile’ which details the statements from the Stepping Stone grid to be assessed in each topic. If you are planning and assessing using these grids as recommended by the writers of the WTL continue to do so this academic year. 

In meetings and school visits I have undertaken RE Co-ordinators and Foundation Stage teachers have expressed concern that the ‘early learning goals’ identified for each topic are not the same as the early learning goals within the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. This is the case, and it is best to treat the so-called early learning goals within the WTL as learning outcomes as I have indicated in the planning sheet on the Diocesan website. 

Further discussion with RE Co-ordinators and Foundation Stage teachers has thrown light on the question ‘what should be assessed?’ If the early learning goals for each topic are learning outcomes (to be met) then they should also be assessed. Consequently, I have produced two different formats which attempt to combine the merits of the ‘Stepping Stone’ grid with an assessment recording sheet. The first sheet covers a single topic and the second the whole year. Both sheets allow for a flexible approach and allow a teacher to record the progress a child makes towards a particular learning outcome (early learning goal). 

It is important to note that the assessment recording form on the WTL CD-ROM and the two recording sheets on the diocesan website are SUGGESTED formats and therefore do not have to be used. What is important is that Foundation Stage teachers and RE Co-ordinators recognise that the children ought to be assessed in their progress towards the learning outcomes (early learning goals) which are planned for. 

A decision about the best approach to recording assessment judgements will be made late in the summer term. Consequently, your feedback on the process of assessment in your own school and your experience of using any of the suggested formats is welcome. There will be an opportunity to express these views at an end of year moderation meeting for all schools following the WTL. 






